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This file photo shows the tombstone of Polish-French composer and pianist Frederic Chopin at the Pere Lachaise cemetery in Paris.
This file photo shows a woman reading a magazine on a
bench in front of the monument of Polish pianist Frederic
Chopin in Warsaw Lazienki Park. — AFP photos

Poland’s Fryderyk Chopin Institute (NIFC) on Tuesday said
it would make its entire collection devoted to the 19th-cen-
tury composer available online for free by 2020. “Chopin

will be the first great composer to have all of his musical scores
digitised” and openly accessible by all, NIFC deputy director
Maciej Janicki told reporters. Nearly 40,000 Chopin items from
the UNESCO world heritage collection-including photographs
and paintings of the Polish-French romantic composer, scholarly
articles and manuscripts-will be put online, Janicki added. 

Anyone will be able to download recordings from the global

Chopin piano competition that the Warsaw-based institute or-
ganizes in addition to researching, documenting and promoting
Chopin’s work around the world.  Janicki says the most innova-
tive part of the open-source project-which will be available in
English and Polish and is being cofinanced by the European
Union-is the sheet music. Visitors to the site will not only be able
to search for and download particular scores or excerpts but
will also be able to run all kinds of analyses of the rhythm, har-
mony, melody and other aspects of the music.

“They won’t just be simple scans or PDF files,” said Marcin

Konik, who manages the NIFC library. Chopin was born in 1810
in Zelazowa Wola, near Warsaw, to a French father and Polish
mother.  He fled his homeland just before the 1830 uprising
against the occupying forces of Tsarist Russia. The pianist lived
in Vienna and then Paris, where he died aged 39 after years of
poor health. His body is buried in Paris, while his heart rests in
Warsaw’s Holy Cross church. — AFP

Poland to post Chopin collection online

With its pristine sands, glistening saltwater flats and gently
swaying palms, Kiribati ought to be a tropical paradise-but
this precarious slice of heaven on Earth is living on bor-

rowed time. The low-lying Pacific nation of 33 atolls and reef islands is
facing the unstoppable rise of the sea and will be gone before long,
making its people the world’s first nation of climate change refugees.
“I’ve been trying to communicate to the international community that
we have a problem. It’s a small part of the larger challenge on climate
change, but our case is more immediate,” former Kiribati president and
climate activist Anote Tong tells AFP.

“We’re at the bottom end of the spectrum, where we are the most
vulnerable. We are on the front line. Before anyone else is affected, we
will be.” Tong, who ruled the isolated nation for 12 years until complet-
ing his third term in 2016, is the focus of “Anote’s Ark,” a new film doc-
umenting the plight of Kiribati’s 110,000 inhabitants and the struggle
for the survival of 4,000 years of Kiribati culture. Documentarian
Matthieu Rytz follows Tong in the later years of his presidency as he
travels the world pointing out that his homeland lies barely two meters
(6.5 feet) above sea level and the islets are facing an emergency.

‘Incredible story’ 
“They are most likely to be uninhabitable well within the century,

before they disappear,” Tong told AFP at the Sundance Film Festival
in the US state of Utah, where “Anote’s Ark” had its world premiere
last week. “Already we have had communities who had to relocate be-
cause the village, the community they used to have, is no longer there.
“We have communities where the seawater has broken into the fresh-
water pond and destroyed food crops.”

“Anote’s Ark” is the first feature film directed by Rytz, a Canadian
photographer who was exposed to the plight of the islanders and per-
suaded Tong to be part of a film.  The documentary follows the states-
man on his journey through international halls of power leading up to
the 2015 Paris Climate Conference. “It was an incredible story-a head
of state who knows he won’t have a state within a generation,” Rytz
told AFP. The filmmaker was clear from the beginning that he didn’t
want to make just another climate change movie following politicians
or celebrities at summits around the world.—AFP

Paradise lost: ‘Anote’s Ark’
shows Kiribati on the brink

Former Kiribati president Anote Tong discusses his
campaign to save the low-lying Pacific nation from
global warming, the subject of Canadian filmmaker
Matthieu Rytz’s documentary “Anote’s Ark.” — AFP


