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YANGON: A Myanmar court yesterday denied
bail to two Reuters journalists charged under a se-
crecy act that could see them face up to 14 years
in jail, in a case that has sparked outcry over
shrinking media freedom. Myanmar nationals Wa
Lone, 31, and Kyaw Soe Oo, 27, are accused of
possessing classified documents thought to relate
to the violent military crackdown on the Rohingya
Muslim minority.

The crackdown in northern Rakhine state has
forced nearly 700,000 Rohingya Muslims over the
border into Bangladesh since August, many carry-
ing allegations of rape, mass murder and arson at
the hands of Myanmar’s army. “The pair can’t be
granted bail according to the law... and the court
has decided not to give them bail,” judge Ye Lwin
told the Yangon court of charges under the colo-
nial-era Official Secrets Act.

The journalists, who have been in custody since
December, say they were given the papers by two
policemen who had invited them to dinner in the
outskirts of Yangon. As they left the restaurant,
they say they were arrested before they even had
a chance to look at the documents. The court had

discretion to grant bail if it deemed that their de-
tention had been unlawful. Myanmar authorities
have been urged to free the journalists by media
freedom campaigners as well as a cast of diplomats
and international grandees including former US
president Bill Clinton.

Thursday’s bail decision was crucial as pre-trial
hearings are expected to drag on for several
months before the court officially decides whether
to take on the case or not. The pair are now ex-
pected to remain in jail throughout that period. On
hearing the refusal of bail, Wa Lone’s wife Pan Ei
Mon cried. “I hoped to get it,” she said, crying. “I
even cleaned his room last night to prepare for him
getting bail.”

Reuters has refused to comment on the exact
details of what its correspondents were reporting
on at the time of their arrest but it is widely thought
they were investigating a massacre of Rohingya in
the village of Inn Din in northern Rakhine. The mil-
itary later acknowledged members of the security
forces took part in the extrajudicial killing, saying
it would hold those responsible to account.

UN special reporter to Myanmar Yanghee Lee
added her voice in support of the journalists from
a press conference in Seoul, calling the pair “brave”
and “fearless”. She has been banned from Myan-
mar by authorities who say she is working with a
bias against the country. “I remain deeply per-
plexed and concerned that they remain in detention
despite the military having admitted responsibility
for the killings at Inn Din,” she said, adding that
“they should be released immediately and the
charges against them must be dropped.” —AFP

HONG KONG: A wartime bomb was defused in
Hong Kong yesterday after forcing a busy com-
mercial district into lockdown, with roads closed
and thousands evacuated from surrounding
shops, hotels and offices. It was the second time
within a week that an American bomb dropped
during WWII had been discovered at a harbor
front construction site in
Wan Chai. Police sealed
off parts of the district
after a worker found the
device on Wednesday
morning, with 4,000
people evacuated and
ferry services across
Victoria Harbor sus-
pended as bomb dis-
posal experts worked
through the night.

“Bomb disposal operations are dirty, difficult
and dangerous. In this particular case, all three
were true,” bomb disposal officer Alick
McWhirter told reporters. The rain, tricky loca-
tion and a fuse mechanism that the team
“couldn’t even see” all added to the challenge,
McWhirter said. The experts cut a large hole
through the shell to burn off explosive materials
inside before a crane lifted the earth-covered
bomb off the site on Thursday.

The bomb-of the same model as another un-
earthed over the weekend-measured 170-cm in

length and weighed over 1,000 pounds. Unex-
ploded wartime bombs or grenades are fre-
quently found by hikers and construction workers
in the southern Chinese city, which was the scene
of fierce fighting between Japanese and British al-
lied forces in 1941. In 2014 police defused a
wartime bomb weighing nearly one ton, the

largest yet found in the
city. Hong Kong was an
early target in what
would become a full-
blown Asian campaign
for imperial Japan during
the Second World War. 

‘Japanese war effort’ 
Extra troops had

been brought in to bol-
ster its defenses, but in

December 1941 the outpost of the British Empire
was crushed under heavy bombardment in the
18-day Battle of Hong Kong. The brutal con-
frontation saw around 1,500 allied troops die
trying to defend the territory. Japan occupied
Hong Kong until August 30 1945, setting up in-
ternment camps across the city. Local historian
Jason Wordie said the harbor where the unex-
ploded bombs were found would have been tar-
geted by the Americans because Japanese ships
were repaired there.

“Hong Kong’s main value during the Japanese

occupation was its ship repairing facilities, so put-
ting those out of action was harming the Japanese
war effort,” Wordie told AFP. At that time, before
land reclamation extended the city further out into
the harbor, the point where the two bombs were
found would have been 500 metres out into the
water. Experts say they likely failed to explode be-

cause they were slowed down by the water and
then sank into the mud.  US planes started to
bomb Hong Kong in 1942 and 1943, but once the
tide of the war turned towards the allies, the bom-
bardment became heavier, says Wordie who pre-
dicted there were “stacks more” similar
unexploded bombs still to be found. —AFP

WWII bomb defused in HK 
after thousands evacuated

4,000 people evacuated, ferry services suspended

HONG KONG: Bomb disposal expert Adam Roberts (centre R) and colleagues from the explosive ordi-
nance disposal police unit pose with a defused US-made bomb (bottom C) dropped during World War
II a day after it was discovered on a harbourfront construction site in the Wan Chai district. —AFP 
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TAIPEI: A second Taiwanese businessman has been questioned over his alleged in-
volvement in selling oil to North Korea, prosecutors said yesterday, as their probe
into the illicit sanctions-busting trade widens. The UN Security Council imposed three
sets of sanctions on North Korea last year in response to the reclusive state’s nuclear
and missile tests, including restrictions on oil sales. But the US has said companies
with ties across Asia were violating those sanctions, including by transferring oil to
North Korean vessels at sea to avoid detection.

The latest man to be questioned, identified only by his family name Chuang, owns a
ship suspected of transferring oil products to North Korea in the East China Sea, the
Kaohsiung district prosecutor’s office in southern Taiwan said.  Chuang, 56, allegedly
purchased 7,000 tons of diesel in Taiwan, falsely claiming in December that the ship
was bound for Hong Kong when it was instead headed to international waters. 

He also intentionally filled out the name of the ship’s previous owner rather than
his own in official documents, prosecutors added.  “Chuang is the owner of the ship
and he was aware that the ship’s destination was to the international waters to sell oil
products,” it said in a statement. Prosecutors did not name Chuang’s ship but local
media identified it as the “Jin Hye” which is registered in Sierra Leone.

Chuang allegedly told prosecutors that he had loaned the vessel to business people
in Hong Kong for three months and that he had no idea what they  had used the ship
for, according to United Daily News.  He was released on a bail after questioning and
has not been formally charged. Prosecutors were not immediately available for com-
ment.  Last month Kaohsiung prosecutors questioned another businessman Chen
Shih-hsien also for allegedly selling oil to North Korea and breaching UN sanctions
against the nuclear-armed regime.  —AFP
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