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Train carrying 
Republicans hits
truck, kills one 
WASHINGTON: A train carrying several dozen Republican
lawmakers including US House Speaker Paul Ryan collided with
a garbage truck Wednesday in Virginia, killing one person and
sending six others, including a congressman, to hospital, offi-
cials said. The White House said no members of Congress were
seriously injured, and that President Donald Trump had been
briefed on the accident.

At least 300 people, including lawmakers, their families and
staff, were aboard the train from Washington bound for a Re-
publican policy retreat in West Virginia. The truck that was
struck was carrying three people, one of whom was killed and
another seriously injured, Senator Bill Cassidy, a licensed
physician who helped attend to the injured, said on Twitter.
“There is one confirmed fatality and one serious injury. There
are no serious injuries among members of Congress or their
staff,” White House press secretary Sarah Sanders said in a
statement.

“Our thoughts and prayers are with everyone that has been
affected by this incident.” Train operator Amtrak said two crew
members and three passengers were transported to a local
hospital with minor injuries, and that transportation safety of-
ficials were investigating at the scene of the accident in Crozet.
It said that while the event was under investigation, “this is an
opportunity to remind everyone about the importance of ex-
ercising caution around railroad rights-of-way.” The engine,
which according to lawmaker photographs was mangled in the
crash, derailed, but the rest of the cars remained upright on the
tracks, according to Amtrak. Congressman Jason Lewis, a Re-

publican from Minnesota, was taken to a hospital to be checked
for a concussion, his office said.

‘Harsh’ impact 
Congressman Tom Cole said first responders evacuated at

least two people who were injured, and who were apparently
on the truck. Shortly after the accident, Ryan’s office said the
House speaker was “fine.” Vice President Mike Pence, who flew
in later in the day, delivered an evening address to lawmakers
at the three-day retreat west of the US capital. Pence said he
was in the Oval Office with President Donald Trump when the
news broke.

“We were both deeply troubled at the initial reports but
quickly relieved that the scope of the accident was not larger,”
he said. “Days like today especially I just want you to know-to
you and your families-thank you for your service to America.”
Trump is due to headline the event. House Republican Greg
Walden tweeted a photograph of the scene, showing people
standing off the train tracks next to a badly-damaged truck,
with garbage and debris strewn on the ground.

“We’re fine, but our train hit a garbage truck. Members with
medical training are assisting the drivers of the truck,” Walden
said. The accident quickly became a security concern for police
and security personnel tasked with guarding members of Con-
gress, as lawmakers jumped off the disabled train to aid the in-
jured. Senator Jeff Flake described a chaotic scene along the
tracks, where he said he helped carry a badly-injured man away
from the truck and watched emergency responders try but fail
to revive the person who died. “It was harsh, it threw everyone
up in their seat,” Flake told CNN of the impact. Last June, Flake
was among several Republicans at a congressional baseball
game practice when a gunman opened fire on lawmakers. Col-
league Steve Scalise was gravely wounded, and Flake ran to his
aid once the shooter was down. Dozens of Republican mem-
bers of the House of Representatives and the Senate left Wash-
ington earlier Wednesday, the morning after Trump delivered
his maiden State of the Union speech before Congress. — AFP 

LONDON: British women won the right to vote
100 years ago after an intense struggle marked by
a violent fringe campaign that shocked the country
but helped to change the world. On February 6,
1918, the Representation of the People Bill became
law and added to the voting roll around eight mil-
lion women who were
aged over 30 and met
other conditions. 

It was not until 1928
that British women won
the same voting rights as
men but it was a major
step that put the country
ahead of some contem-
poraries such as France.
Among those involved in
the decades-long British
campaign, the Suffragettes stand out for militant
acts that were unprecedented in their day, although
their influence is still debated.

Bombs, a martyr 
Suffragettes chained themselves to railings,

broke shop windows and blew up post boxes as
part of their fight. They cut electricity lines, dis-
rupted meetings and even bombed the house of a
government minister. It was a deliberate move into

militancy preached by the group’s founder, Emme-
line Pankhurst. In the most shocking act, Suffra-
gette Emily Davison became a martyr to the cause
when she was killed throwing herself under the
king’s horse at the 1913 Derby. She was convinced
“one great tragedy ... would put an end to the in-

tolerable torture of
women,” Pankhurst wrote
in her 1914 autobiography
“My Own Story”.

Hunger strikes 
Hundreds of Suffra-

gettes were jailed but
they continued their
protest in prison by re-
fusing to eat. Many were
force fed, a harsh practice

that ended in 1913 with legislation that allowed au-
thorities to release hunger-striking women prison-
ers when they became too weak and re-arrest
them when they had recovered. Pankhurst was
jailed and released 11 times.

Detractors said the actions of the Suffragettes
showed that women were emotional and irrespon-
sible and therefore not fit to vote. Some historians
credit the role of women in World War I as more
important in securing  voting rights than militant ac-

tivism. But in 1999 Time magazine named Pankhurst
as one of the 100 most important people of the 20th
century.  She “shaped an idea of women for our
time; she shook society into a new pattern from
which there could be no going back,” it said. “The

militant campaign was absolutely essential to mov-
ing the vote forward,” Krista Cowman, history pro-
fessor at the University of Lincoln in Britain, told
AFP. “There was 50 years of peaceful campaigning
before that really hadn’t done anything.” — AFP 

100 years of women’s suffrage: How 
one group changed British history

A major step that put the country ahead

LONDON: In this file photo taken on October 24, 2012 Feminist activists dressed as The Suffragettes,
women who historically demanded the right to vote, protest at Parliament Square for women’s rights
and equality. — AFP 

Three jailed Catalan 
leaders appeal to UN 
LONDON: Three Catalan leaders imprisoned in Spain over their
role in their region’s independence crisis will take their case to the
UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, their lawyers in Lon-
don said yesterday. “Their detention by Spain is an affront to
human rights, designed to prevent them from performing their role
as political representatives of the Catalan people,” lawyer Ben Em-
merson told reporters.

The three include deposed Catalan vice-president Oriol Jun-
queras, as well as the leaders of two grassroots separatist groups:
Jordi Sanchez of the ANC and Jordi Cuixart of Omnium Cultural.
Sanchez and Cuixart are being investigated for sedition. Junqueras
is also in custody pending a probe into his role in the region’s in-
dependence drive.

“This case does not ask the UN to adjudicate on the issue of
Catalan independence but seeks the UN’s reaffirmation that gov-
ernments cannot repress political dissent through arbitrary deten-
tion,” Emmerson said. “Spain must release these men.”Junqueras
was instrumental in Catalonia’s attempt to break away from Spain
via a referendum that took place on October 1 despite a court ban
and a unilateral declaration of independence later that month.

Madrid then sacked the regional government including Junqueras,
imposed direct rule on the semi-autonomous region, dissolved its par-
liament and called snap Catalan elections, which saw separatist parties
retain their parliamentary majority in December. The UN panel is
made up of independent human rights cases and has addressed hun-
dreds of cases including prominent figures such as WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange and Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi. — AFP 
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