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PARIS: Prominent Islamic scholar Tariq Ramadan
remained in custody in Paris yesterday after
spending a night behind bars over rape allega-
tions that emerged in the wake of the Harvey
Weinstein scandal. The Oxford professor was
taken into custody on Wednesday as part of a
preliminary inquiry in Paris into rape and assault
allegations, with a legal source saying investiga-
tors wanted to question him further yesterday
morning.

Ramadan, a Swiss national whose grandfather
founded Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood Islamist
movement, has furiously
denied separate accusa-
tions from two Muslim
women that he raped
them in French hotel
rooms in 2009 and 2012.
A regular face on French
television, the 55-year-
old academic is the most
prominent figure to be
held in France over the
sexual assault and harassment claims that have
rippled around the world as a result of the online
“Me Too” campaign.

Henda Ayari, a feminist activist who used to
practice a conservative strain of Islam, had de-
scribed being raped in a book published in 2016,
without naming her attacker. But in October, she
said she had decided to name Ramadan publicly
as the alleged perpetrator as a result of the “Me

Too” campaign-which in France is known as
“Balance Ton Porc” (Expose your pig).

She said Ramadan raped her in his hotel room,
telling Le Parisien newspaper: “He choked me so
hard that I thought I was going to die.” She
lodged a rape complaint against Ramadan on
October 20. Several days later an unnamed dis-
abled woman, a Muslim convert, also accused the
academic of violently raping her in a hotel room
in the southeastern city of Lyon in 2009.

Denies the allegations 
In November, Ox-

ford University said Ra-
madan was taking a
leave of absence from
his post as professor of
contemporary Islamic
studies, “by mutual
agreement”. He has de-
nied the two women’s
accusations, as well as
further allegations in

Swiss media of sexual misconduct against
teenage girls in the 1980s and 1990s, denouncing
them as “a campaign of lies launched by my ad-
versaries”. Lawyers for the married father-of-
four have accused Ayari of slander and
suggested the women colluded to try and dis-
grace him. 

As part of his defence he has presented inves-
tigators with Facebook conversations in which a

woman identified as Ayari allegedly made explicit
advances towards him in 2014, two years after the
alleged rape. Both women have already been
questioned by police in Paris and the northern city
of Rouen. The accusations have sparked heated

online debate between supporters of the telegenic
Ramadan, who commands a following of more
than two million fans on Facebook, and his oppo-
nents. Ayari was placed under police protection in
November after receiving death threats. —AFP

American ‘IS fighter’ 
case challenges Trump
WASHINGTON: The first and only US citizen caught
on the battlefield allegedly fighting for the Islamic State
is in a legal limbo, held in Iraq without rights as Wash-
ington grapples with his fate. Identified in court papers
as “John Doe,” the man has been held for nearly five
months, the military allowing him access to legal advice
only after being forced to do so by a federal judge in
Washington DC.

He was born in the United States but also has Saudi
nationality, and the government has maintained the right
to transfer him to another country, presumably Saudi
Arabia. It would be one way-highly illegal according to
rights lawyers-to handle a fundamental dilemma for
President Donald Trump, a test case challenging his
pledge to be tough on any captured Islamic State sup-
porters and his commitment to US law. Between 100 to
200 US nationals traveled to Syria and Iraq after 2010
to work and fight in their ranks, according to various
estimates. A handful are known killed, but the number
isn’t clear: the US has not provided any data. 

‘Enemy fighter’ 
John Doe is the only one known captured alive. On

September 14 the Pentagon confirmed that they were
holding a US citizen who had been fighting for the Is-
lamic State group and surrendered to the allied Syrian
Democratic Forces in Syria days earlier. He was moved
to Iraq where he has been interrogated by military and

FBI investigators. US forces allowed the International
Committee of the Red Cross to meet him, but since then
have fought to prevent him from gaining legal repre-
sentation and a hearing in US courts.

The American Civil Liberties Union filed suit to get
access to the prisoner. The government refused to pro-
vide any information about him-his name, age, or ori-
gins. They termed him an enemy fighter and claimed he
showed no desire for legal representation. Hearings on
his status between September and January were sur-
real: government lawyers argued he had never ex-
pressed the desire for legal representation, though they
would not say if he had been asked; that the ACLU had
no standing to represent him because they had not
been requested; and that the ACLU could not represent
the man because they did not know his identity.

In January the judge, Tanya Chutkan, rejected gov-
ernment arguments and ordered them to grant the ACLU
access.  ACLU attorney Jonathan Hafetz said that since
then they have had several video conferences, and are
waiting for a full ruling on a habeas petition. But mean-
while the government maintains it has an option to trans-
fer him to another country, though never explaining why.

“He deserves the basic right of American citizens not
to be rendered by their government to a foreign coun-
try in the dead of night without judicial review of the
basis for their transfer,” Hafetz told AFP in an interview.
“They cannot lawlessly transfer an American citizen to
another government potentially as a way of defeating
the habeas petition.” Hafetz said they now know his
identity, but do not want to reveal it, since he has not
been formally charged and the government has yet to
provide any evidence that he had enlisted in the Islamic
State cause. —AFP

Islamic scholar Tariq Ramadan 
held in Paris over rape claims

‘He choked me so hard that I thought I was going to die’

BORDEAUX: In this file photo taken on March 26, 2016 Swiss Islamologist Tariq Ramadan takes
part in a conference on the theme “Live together”. —AFP 

BEIRUT: As images of Iranian women
holding their hijabs aloft spread on so-
cial media, an influential activist said
women are symbolically rejecting the
wider “interference of religion” in
their lives. “We are fighting against the
most visible symbol of oppression,”
said Masih Alinejad, who hosts the
website My Stealthy Freedom where
women in Iran post photos of them-
selves without hijabs.

Under Iran’s Islamic law, imposed
after the 1979 revolution, women are
obliged to cover their hair with a scarf,
known as a hijab, and wear long, loose-
fitting clothes. Violators are publicly ad-
monished, fined or arrested. “These
women are saying, ‘It is enough - it is the
21st century and we want to be our true
selves,’” the Iranian activist told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. The trend

picked up momentum after video and
images were posted online of one
woman waving a white scarf on a stick
in December - a day before demonstra-
tions erupted against economic condi-
tions in eastern Iran, said Alinejad. Unrest
quickly spread across the country and
the focus broadened as protesters began
calling for Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, to step down.

The video went viral as police
cracked down, and Alinejad said the
woman was arrested. She has since
been released, according to a Facebook
post by Iranian human rights lawyer
Nasrin Sotoudeh. Although the wider
anti-government demonstrations have
ended, women across Iran  are “fed up”
and continue to protest against “the in-
terference of religion in our personal
lives”, said the activist.

Alinejad said she is now flooded with
videos and photos of women imitating
the viral video and she shares them on
the My Stealthy Freedom Twitter ac-
count and Facebook page.  “These peo-
ple are not fighting against a piece of
cloth, they are fighting against the ide-
ology behind compulsory hijab,” said
Alinejad, who called the movement the
“true face of feminism.” — Reuters
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