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KUWAIT: The number of violators who left
Kuwait on the first day of an amnesty that runs
from January 29, 2018 to February 22, 2018 has
been modest. This is because there is some fear
among violators that they would be finger-
printed for deportation, which is not the case, an
Interior Ministry statement clarified yesterday.

Only violators who are arrested after the
amnesty period will be blacklisted and banned
from returning to Kuwait, reiterated the state-
ment released by the ministry’s Borders Outlets
Security Department. Thousands of people have
already availed the amnesty which was
launched to help end the presence of around
154,000 residency violators in Kuwait. The de-
partment urged violators to benefit from the
amnesty which came as per instructions of
Deputy Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, and allows violators
to leave without having to pay fines, provided
that they depart Kuwait before the Feb 22 dead-
line, while keeping alive the option of returning
back to Kuwait in the future.

The following categories of violators are al-
lowed to leave during the grace period:

• Those whose regular or temporary resi-
dencies expired before Jan 24, 2018.

• Those who entered the country on a visit,
residency, tourism or transit visa whose stay pe-
riod expired before Jan 24, 2018.

• Those whose passports expired before
Jan 24, 2018 but have
valid residency permits,
and wish to leave the
country.

• Newborns that are
given residency permits
sponsored by their fam-
ily should refer to the
residency affairs de-
partment to correct the
newborn’s status during
the amnesty period.

• Those reported to have absconded before
Jan 24, 2018 regardless of the type of residency
they have.

• Those who absconded after Jan 4, 2016,
whether working in the private or domestic
sectors.

Meanwhile, the department explained that as
for people whose regular or temporary residen-
cies expired before Jan 24, 2018, there are two

types of violators: the first is when a person has
the expired residency or entry visa on his pass-
port, in which case he or she he can buy a plane
ticket and leave to his country directly. As for
those who lost their passports, they have to go
to the residency detectives’ department to re-

ceive a unified number
through which they can
leave and be docu-
mented, it added.

Crime rates down
In other news, the In-

terior Ministry an-
nounced yesterday that
crimes in Kuwait
dropped by 18.5 per-
cent in 2017 compared

to the previous year. The ministry’s annual sta-
tistics showed that criminal acts deemed harm-
ful to public interest decreased by 78.57
percent in 2017 also in contrast to 2016,
whereas crimes against individuals rose by
48.14 percent, said Major General Sehab Al-
Shemmari.  The official, who is the general di-
rector of the General Department of Criminal
Evidence, said in a statement that financial

crimes fell by 11.5 percent and misdemeanor
crimes detrimental to public interest dropped
by 48 percent.  Deaths resulting from traffic ac-
cidents amounted to 424 in 2016 and 428 last
year. Recorded drug dealing cases reached 33
in 2016 and 68 last year.

Forgery
Five people were arrested yesterday for forg-

ing medical examination reports necessary for
labor transactions. The arrest came following in-
vestigations based on information that detectives
received about a ring whose members sell forged
reports showing that the examined worker is
‘clear’ of diseases, for KD 1,000 each. Based on
testimonies of a person who had a forged docu-
ment in his possession, detectives identified five
Egyptian nationals and police placed them under
arrest. They were questioned and sent to the
proper authorities for further action.

Partial opening
A partial opening will be made at Al-Bidaa

roundabout tomorrow at dawn for the street
going from Fifth Ring Road towards the Blajat
Road, General Traffic Department announced
yesterday.

L o c a l

Friday8
Friday, February 2, 2018

Interior Ministry urges violators to avail
of amnesty: No fingerprinting, blacklisting
Crime rates drop by 18.5 percent in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Inventor Khaled Al-Noubi from Yemen (center) poses after receiving his prize
at the concluding ceremony  of the 10th International Invention Fair in the Middle East.
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Human rights’
panel, Interior
Minister discuss
bedoons’ rights
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The parliament’s human rights commit-
tee met yesterday with Deputy Premier and Inte-
rior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah to
discuss granting bedoons their civil and social
rights, in addition to the security restrictions that
many of them face. Committee Chairman Dr Adel
Al-Demkhi said a date was set to meet with the
minister in two months’ time. He said the minister
was told during the meeting that it was necessary
to alleviate the bedoons’ suffering, while deep-
rooted solutions must be found to resolve the
decades-long issue.

New tariff
The Ministry of Electricity and Water is set to

complete the implementation of the new tariff law
by Feb 22, when it applies it to the agricultural and
industrial sectors and other facilities. According to
the new law, the new tariff was set at five fils per
kilowatt, and KD 1.25 for reach 1,000 gallons of
water. Meanwhile, the tariff for those who submit-
ted production certificates issued by the Public Au-
thority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR) and the Public Authority for Industry

(PAI) is set at three fils per kilowatt and 750 fils per
1,000 gallons of water.

3,000 jobs 
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) hired 1,031 Kuwaitis

directly and through contracts, informed sources
said, adding that the number of recent graduates
among the appointees is 729. It said that 3,000 jobs
were ‘Kuwaitized’ in contracts. The sources said
that KOC was able to reduce oil leaks to 500 bar-
rels only, and is working on the reduction of gas
burning rates that reached 1.13 percent after being
17 percent during 2007. Production capacity dur-
ing the fiscal year 2016/2017 reached 3.150 million
barrels, they added.

Case adjourned
The Criminal Court adjourned the case in which a

number of people are accused of hiding the convicts
in Al-Abdaly cell case until Feb 15, to summon Major
General Farraj Al-Zubi to hear his testimony. The
public prosecution sent the suspects to court with
charges of harboring wanted people, being members
of a banned organization and contacting it.

Meanwhile the administrative court cancelled
the appointment of six experts at the justice min-
istry based on evidence showing that they were ap-
pointed in violation of the law. It also decided in
favor of a citizen who was maliciously excluded.

Shadadiya University 
Kuwait University (KU) Secretary General Dr

Muthanna Al-Rifae said the KU will receive five col-
leges in Sabah Al-Salem University City (Shadadiya
University) before the end of this year, in addition
to receiving more buildings next year. Kuwait Uni-
versity looks forward to complete the university city
project within the scheduled time, he added. 

KUWAIT: Inventor Khaled Al-Noubi
from Yemen received the grand prize of
$15,000 at the concluding ceremony
of the 10th International Invention Fair
in the Middle East, for his invention of
smart talking glasses for people with
visual disabilities. The ceremony took
place on Wednesday at Alraya Ball-

room. The four-day event featured par-
ticipation of 130 inventors from 39
countries. Russian David Arnovitch
won the Kuwait Science Club prize
worth $ 10,000, while Kuwaiti Ahmad
Nabil took home the International Fed-
eration of Inventors Associations
(IFIA) award.

Yemen’s Al-Noubi wins 10th 
Invention Fair’s grand prize


