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EPLTable

Liverpool 20 17 3 0 48 8 54

Tottenham 20 15 0 5 43 21 45

Man City 19 14 2 3 51 15 44

Chelsea 20 13 4 3 38 16 43

Arsenal 20 11 5 4 42 30 38

Man Utd 19 9 5 5 37 31 32

Wolves 20 8 5 7 23 23 29

Leicester 20 8 4 8 24 23 28

Watford 20 8 4 8 27 28 28

Everton 20 7 6 7 31 30 27

West Ham 19 8 3 8 27 28 27

Bournemouth 19 8 2 9 27 33 26

Brighton 20 7 4 9 22 27 25

Crystal Palace 20 5 4 11 17 26 19

Newcastle 20 4 6 10 15 27 18

Cardiff 20 5 3 12 19 38 18

Southampton 19 3 6 10 20 35 15

Fulham 20 3 5 12 18 43 14

Burnley 19 3 3 13 17 41 12

Huddersfield 20 2 4 14 12 35 10

LONDON: English Premier League table after Sunday’s early

match (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, against, points):

Jones, Nunes
power to UFC
title triumphs
LOS ANGELES: Jon Jones returned
from a 15-month doping ban to reclaim
the Ultimate Fighting Championship
light-heavyweight title with a third-
round technical knockout win over
Alexander Gustafsson, capping off a
dominant display with a series of
ground strikes.

In Saturday’s co-main event ,
Amanda Nunes scored a devastating
first-round knockout win over fellow
Brazilian Cris Cyborg to add the feath-
erweight title to her bantamweight
crown, becoming the first woman to
hold two UFC belts simultaneously.

The high-profile victories came at
the end of a turbulent week for the
UFC, who were forced to switch the
event from Las Vegas to Los Angeles
after the American was denied a
license to compete in Nevada due to
concerns over recent drug tests.

California stepped in at the last
minute to grant a license to the for-
mer champion, who was stripped of
his belt following a positive test, and
the stage was set for a re-run of the
epic bout between the pair that took

place five years ago.
However, Saturday’s contest at the

Los Angeles Forum was a more sedate
affair, with Jones managing the range
much better, out-maneuvering and
out-thinking his Swedish opponent on
the way to a superb, yet easy win to
capture the vacant crown.

Jones, 31, used his long reach and
superior array of strikes to win the first
two rounds, circling away from the
Swede and landing some painful kicks
on Gustafsson’s torso and lead leg. The
American took the fight to the ground
early in the third, f lattening out a
fat igued Gustafsson and working
methodically to turn him over before
unleashing a series of strikes to the
Swede’s unprotected head to end the
fight.

“This is great, this is a great feel-
ing,” Jones said in a post-fight inter-
view before calling out rival and for-
mer two-weight champion Daniel
Cormier, who lost the light-heavy-
weight title to Jones but was reinstated
after the latter’s positive test.

“Daddy’s home DC, prove to the
fans that you’re the ‘champ champ’. I’m
here, I’ll be waiting,” Jones said, goad-
ing Cormier, who was relieved of the
title after turning his focus towards
defending the UFC heavyweight
crown.

Nunes, who stepped up a weight
class, wasted no time in landing a pun-

ishing series of left hooks and over-
hand rights to dethrone Cyborg in a
slugfest, rocking her opponent back on
her heels early as both women traded
blows.

The 30-year-old sent her dazed

compatriot crashing to the mat as she
scored a superb knockout victory in
just 51 seconds, before crying tears of
joy after becoming just the third UFC
fighter to hold titles in two weight divi-
sions simultaneously. —Reuters

NEW ORLEANS: James Harden scored 41 points as
the red-hot Houston Rockets held off the host New
Orleans Pelicans 108-104 on Saturday night.

Harden had his third straight game with at least 40
points and his seventh straight with at least 35 as the
Rockets won for the ninth time in 10 games. Eric
Gordon added 21 points, Danuel House Jr. scored 15
and recently signed Austin Rivers came off the bench
to score 10. Julius Randle had 23 points and 11
rebounds to lead the Pelicans, who lost for the sixth
time in seven games. Anthony Davis, who scored a
season-high 48 points and grabbed 17 rebounds
while playing nearly 43 minutes a night earlier, had
22 points and 11 rebounds. E’Twaun Moore scored 21
and Jrue Holiday had 20.

WARRIORS 115, TRAIL BLAZERS 105
Klay Thompson scored 32 points and Stephen

Curry and Kevin Durant added 25 apiece as visiting
Golden State downed Portland. Damian Lillard put
in 40 points for the Trail Blazers, who beat the
Warriors 110-109 in overtime two nights earlier.
Jusuf Nurkic added 21 points, 10 rebounds and sev-
en ass is ts  for  Port land. Golden State ’s  Andre
Iguodala was assessed a technical foul and ejected
for throwing the ball into the stands after time
expired in the first half.

SPURS 122, CLIPPERS 111
LaMarcus Aldridge scored a season-high 38

points and keyed a mid-third quarter run that
cemented the game and helped propel visiting San
Antonio to a win over Los Angeles. Both teams were

playing the second games of a back-to-back and it
showed, especially from the Clippers, who beat the
Los Angeles Lakers on Friday but had no energy in
the second half when San Antonio ran away with the
game. San Antonio busted open a game that was tied
at the half by outscoring the Clippers by 20 points in
the third period.

WIZARDS 130, HORNETS 126
Trevor Ariza scored 24 points and converted a

crucial three-point play with 1.8 seconds remaining,
and injury-riddled Washington snapped a three-
game losing streak with a home victory over
Charlotte.

Ariza came to the rescue after the Wizards nearly
blew a nine-point lead in the final 24 seconds. He was
fouled on a layup and hit the ensuing free throw to
give the Wizards their final four-point victory mar-
gin.

The Wizards were playing their first game since
learning that All-Star guard John Wall would miss the
remainder of the season because of upcoming heel
surgery. The Wizards also were without Otto Porter
(knee), Markieff Morris (back/neck) and Dwight
Howard (spinal surgery).

BUCKS 129, NETS 115
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 14 of  his  31

points in the fourth quarter and added 10 rebounds
and 10 assists to record his third triple-double as
Milwaukee built a big lead and warded off a late
comeback at tempt  by v is i t ing Brooklyn.
Antetokounmpo helped the Bucks finish off their

seventh win in eight games by scoring eight straight
points down the stretch after the Nets were within
116-109 on a short jumper by Shabazz Napier with
4:51 remaining.

The Bucks finished the game with a 13-6 run
highlighted by Antetokounmpo. He hit two mid-
range jumpers, two layups, including one when he
made a crafty move around Napier, and hit the
right-handed layup around Jared Dudley with 1:58
left for a 126-113 lead.

CELTICS 112, GRIZZLIES 103
Marcus Morris put Boston ahead for good with a

jumper with 2:41 remaining and Al Horford buried a
crucial 3-pointer a little more than a minute later,
rallying the visitors to a victory at Memphis. In the
first head-to-head meeting of star point guards
Kyrie Irving of Boston and Mike Conley of Memphis
since March 2015, they matched game-high, 26-
point efforts in a game that featured five late lead
changes. Horford finished with 18 points and five 3-
pointers as the Celtics outscored the Grizzlies 48-
21 from beyond the arc.

NUGGETS 122, SUNS 118
Jamal Murray ignited a 46-point performance

with a pair of early 3-pointers as Denver scored the
game’s first eight points and never trailed en route
to a victory over host Phoenix. Murray’s total was
his second-highest of the season. He went for 48
points last month against Boston.

The Nuggets bolted out to a 36-16 advantage
after one quarter and went up by as many as 25 in
the second period.

JAZZ 129, KNICKS 97
Rudy Gobert  scored 24 points  and had 13

rebounds-in the first half alone-as Utah scored 71
points in the first 24 minutes and waltzed to a win
over visiting New York. As the score indicates, it
was all Jazz all night, except for a six-minute stretch
in the third. But Utah closed the quarter on a 15-6
run to take a 97-66 lead heading into the fourth
quarter. Utah opened up the fourth period on a 16-2
run and went up 113-68 on Georges Niang’s 24-
foot, 3-point jumper. Utah’s largest lead of the game
was 46 points.

HAWKS 111, CAVALIERS 108
Veteran Vince Carter came off the bench to score

21 points and Atlanta won for the fifth time in six
games, beating visiting Cleveland.

Carter, at 41 years, 337 days, became the oldest
player in NBA history to lead (or tie for the lead)
his team in scoring. Carter had been tied with
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar at 41 years, 331 days, after he
had a season-high 18 points on Dec. 23 at Detroit.
Cleveland tied the score at 106 when Collin Sexton
made a pair  of  free throws with 57.9 seconds
remaining. John Coll ins reclaimed the lead for
Atlanta when he scored on a putback with 47.9 sec-
onds left. —Reuters

Spurs’ Aldridge scores season-high 38 in win over Clippers

Harden scores 41, Rockets stop 
New Orleans Pelicans 108-104

NEW ORLEANS:  Jrue Holiday #11 of the New Orleans Pelicans goes up for a dunk against the Houston
Rockets on Saturday at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. —AFP

Jon Jones with the belt.

Burnley end run of 
defeats with win 
over West Ham
LONDON: Goals from Chris Wood and Dwight McNeil gave
struggling Burnley a much-needed 2-0 Premier League win
over West Ham United at Turf Moor yesterday, ending a run
of three straight defeats for Sean Dyche’s team.

After his side’s 5-1 mauling by Everton on Boxing Day,
Dyche dropped former England goalkeeper Joe Hart and
brought back Tom Heaton for his first league start since
September 2017. He also gave 19-year-old McNeil only his
second Premier League start.

The Clarets took the lead in the 15th minute when Wood
fired home after Ashley Barnes headed into his path. New
Zealander Wood has now scored five goals in four appear-
ances against West Ham in the Premier League. Left-winger
McNeil made it 2-0 with a volley at the back post after Ashley
Westwood had whipped in a deep cross from the right and
the youngster should have added another goal moments later
when he shot wide after a fine pull-back from Barnes.

Heaton justified his recall with a good save from an Andy
Carroll header late in the game to give Burnley a rare clean
sheet and three valuable points, stopping West Ham’s run of
three straight away victories.  —Reuters

Barcelona confirm 
interest in Rabiot 
but deny breaking 
transfer rules
BARCELONA: Spanish champions Barcelona
confirmed their interest in signing Paris Saint-
Germain midfielder Adrien Rabiot in a state-
ment yesterday but have denied any transfer
irregularities.

“FC Barcelona wish to address stories pub-

lished in France regarding the signing of players
from Paris Saint-Germain, and make clear that
they have not breached any rule in this regard,”
said the statement.

“The only contact made was during the month
of August and one week ago. In both cases, this
contact was made with PSG’s sporting manage-
ment to show FC Barcelona’s interest in player
Adrien Rabiot.”

PSG said earlier in December that they will
allow the 23-year-old, whose contract expires
in the summer, to join another club at the end
of the season due to his reluctance to sign a
new deal.

His agent Veronique Rabiot, who is also his
mother, said the following day that the situation
between the French champions and her son had

completely  deteriorated. Barcelona, who were
banned from signing players for a year in 2014
for breaking rules over the international transfer
of players aged under 18, have been at pains to
point out that they have not signed any deal pri-
or to the transfer window opening on January 1.

“FC Barcelona have always wanted to work
with the utmost transparency in their dealings
with PSG and with any other club,” said the
statement. FC Barcelona refute the existence of
any type of agreement with PSG player Adrien
Rabiot.”

Rabiot, who has made more than 150 top-
flight appearances, has been agitating for a
transfer for some time. He also rejected a chance
to be on standby for France’s World Cup-win-
ning squad. —AFP

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
W L PCT GB

Milwaukee 25 10 0.714 -
Toronto 26 11 0.703 1
Indiana 24 12 0.667 1.5
Philadelphia 23 13 0.639 2.5
Boston 21 14 0.600 4
Miami 17 17 0.500 7.5
Charlotte 17 18 0.486 8
Detroit 16 17 0.485 8
Brooklyn 17 21 0.447 9.5
Orlando 15 19 0.441 9.5
Washington 14 23 0.378 12
Atlanta 11 24 0.314 14
Chicago 10 26 0.278 15.5
New York 9 28 0.243 17
Cleveland 8 29 0.216 18

Western Conference
Denver 23 11 0.676 -
Golden State 24 13 0.649 1.5
Oklahoma City 22 12 0.647 1
LA Clippers 21 15 0.583 3
Houston 20 15 0.571 3.5
LA Lakers 20 16 0.556 4
Portland 20 16 0.556 4
Sacramento 19 16 0.543 4.5
San Antonio 20 17 0.541 4.5
Memphis 18 17 0.514 5.5
Utah 18 19 0.486 6.5
Dallas 16 18 0.471 7
Minnesota 16 19 0.457 7.5
New Orleans 16 21 0.432 8.5
Phoenix 9 28 0.243 15.5

NEW ORLEANS: LA Clippers 111, San Antonio 122; Atlanta 111, Cleveland 108; Portland 105, Golden
State 115; Phoenix 118, Denver 122; Memphis 103, Boston 112; Washington 130, Charlotte 126; Utah 129,
New York 97; New Orleans 104, Houston 108; Milwaukee 129, Brooklyn 115.


