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country based on information that Australia, the main
live cattle exporter to Kuwait, plans to suspend its sup-
plies for a few months every year. 

The lawmaker said that consumers were recently
surprised by a sharp rise in the price of lamb meat,
double the previous price in some cases, based on
reports of the expected Australian export ban. 

He asked the Commerce and Industry Minister

Khaled Al-Roudhan if the reports that Australia will
stop exporting sheep to Kuwait for two to four months
every year starting 2019, were correct.  He asked the
minister about what measures the ministry has taken if
the news were correct. Shaheed also asked the minister
about the role of the consumers protection department
in safeguarding the interests of the people. The law-
maker also asked if the export stoppage was only for
Kuwait or it includes other countries.  

MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaie said yesterday he will not
vote in favor of the second and final reading of the ear-
ly retirement law if it was not amended.  The law was
passed in the first reading after a number of key gov-
ernment amendments were accepted but several MPs
want to see changes to the law before approving it. 

Nine lawmakers 
urge quick...
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Duterte provoked fury in 2016 when during an elec-
tion campaign speech he said he had wanted to rape a

“beautiful” Australian missionary who had been mur-
dered in a Philippine prison riot.

Women’s advocates said Duterte’s latest comments
endangered domestic workers. More than a million
Filipinos work abroad as domestic workers, accord-
ing to the labor ministry. “Flaunting abusive practices
encourages the rape culture and in this case, sexual
abuse of domestic workers,” said Jean Enriquez,
executive director of the Coalition Against Trafficking
in Women-Asia Pacific. — AFP

Duterte under 
fire for saying...
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The jihadists have lost nearly all their territory, although
thousands of its fighters are thought to remain in Syria. The
SDF has been a key player in the US-led coalition against
IS, but Ankara considers its leading faction-the Kurdish
People’s Protection Units (YPG) — to be “terrorists”.

A YPG spokesman yesterday said US troops
remained in their bases. “The pullout has not started,”
Nuri Mahmud told AFP. Since Friday, Syrian troops
have deployed in a crescent in a bid to prevent Kurdish
territory around Manbij from falling to Turkish troops
and pro-Ankara rebels massing to the northwest.

Yesterday, these troops stood guard in the coun-
tryside near the Arab-majority city, supervised by
regime ally Russia, a source on the ground said. At the
closest point, regime forces were stationed less than

500 metres from pro-Turkey opposition fighters, the
source said.

Ankara says the YPG is a “terrorist offshoot” of the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) that has
waged an insurgency against the Turkish state since
1984. Alongside backing rebels that oppose Damascus,
Turkey has led two previous incursions into Syria, with
the latest ousting Kurdish fighters from the northwest-
ern enclave of Afrin in March. On Saturday, another
AFP correspondent saw pro-Turkish rebels parade in
camouflaged rain ponchos some 70 kilometers (45
miles) west of Manbij.

Rebel commander Yussef Abu Mamduh told AFP his
forces were ready to attack Manbij. “We finished the
preparations to begin operations to free the city of
Manbij from the control of the PKK,” he said, alluding
to the Kurdish-led SDF. “The fighters that will carry out
this operation are ready to enter the city of Manbij and
the whole area east of the Euphrates” River, he said,
referring to SDF-held areas.

“We will pool all our forces, weapons and ammuni-
tion in order to achieve victory and freedom for the
people in those areas,” he added. — AFP 

Despite pullout
notice, US flag...

KUWAIT:  A general view of the Jaber-Al-Ahmad Cultural Center in downtown Kuwait. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

WASHINGTON: A senior
Republican senator said yesterday
that he would be meeting with US
President Donald Trump to urge him
to reconsider his plan to withdraw
all US troops from Syria and many
from Afghanistan.

“If we leave (Syria) now, the
Kurds will get slaughtered,” Lindsey
Graham said on ABC’s “This Week,”
referring to the Kurdish troops
allied with US forces in Syria. “I’m
going to ask the president to do
something that President Obama
would never do: reconsider.” He did
not say when the two would be
meeting.

Graham, who sits on the Armed
Services committee and has fre-
quently visited US troops in con-
flict regions, said Trump was “frus-
trated” by the limited options avail-
able in Syria.

“I’m going to talk to him,”
Graham said. “The president is
reconsidering how we would do this.
He’s frustrated. “I get it. We’re not
the policemen of the world here.
We’re fighting a war against ISIS,”
he said, using an alternative name
for the Islamic State group. “They’re
not defeated in Syria. I’m asking the
president to make sure we have
troops there to protect us.”

Graham added: “I’m going to ask
him to sit down with his generals
and reconsider how to do this. Slow
it down. Make sure we get it right
and ISIS never comes back. Don’t
turn Syria over to the Iranians.”

Kellyanne Conway, a close
Trump advisor, seemed to hint yes-
terday that the president might be
tweaking his withdrawal plans. “In
Iraq he had a closed-door meeting
and he said watch what happens...
Watch what happens because he’s
got plans and I won’t get ahead of
his announcement, but he did want
me to convey that,” she said on “Fox

News Sunday.”
“This president is cleaning up

the mess left by the last administra-
tion, which never took the threat of
ISIS seriously.” Trump’s abrupt
decision on Syria stunned regional
players, US politicians of both par-
ties and military leaders, who
expressed surprise that such a
major decision would be announced
after apparently so little advance
consultation, against the advice of
his national security advisors-and
on Twitter.

US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis
resigned following the announce-
ment, which came on the same day
that US officials said Trump was
also planning a significant draw-
down in Afghanistan, with some
reports suggesting as many as half
of the 14,000 troops could leave.

Graham warned at the time that a
reduction now of US forces in war-
torn Afghanistan risked “paving the
way toward a second 9/11.”

A prominent critic of the move
was retired US army general Stanley
McChrystal, the former commander

of US and international forces in
Afghanistan.

Yesterday, he told ABC the dual
drawdowns could seriously weaken
US influence in the region. “We
have a tumultuous regime or region
(in Syria) that now has a Russian
presence which had been out for
about 30 years... and now Russia is
back. They’re back in an influential
way,” he said. 

“Iran has increased influence
across the region now. If you pull
American influence out, you’re likely
to have greater instability, and of
course it will be much more difficult
for the United States to try to push
events in any direction.” Similarly, he
said, Trump’s planned drawdown in
Afghanistan could seriously under-
cut American leverage there.

“Just when we were starting to
sit down with the Taleban, just as
we were starting to begin negotia-
tions, he basically traded away the
biggest leverage point we have...
Their incentives to try to cut a deal
dropped dramatically,” McChrystal
added. — AFP
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‘If we leave now, the Kurds will get slaughtered’

WASHINGTON, DC: In this file photo, Senator Lindsey Graham listens during a
press conference at the US Capitol in Washington, DC on US President Donald
Trump’s decision to remove US military forces from Syria. — AFP

BRUSSELS: Belgium will appeal against a judge’s
order forcing it to repatriate two Belgian women
convicted of being Islamic State militants and their
six children from Syria, the migration minister said
yesterday. A judge said on Wednesday that Belgium
had to bring back Tatiana Wielandt, 26, Bouchra
Abouallal, 25, and the children they had with mili-
tants, from the Al-Hol camp where they were being
held in a Kurdish-dominated part of Syria.

Maggie De Block, the minister in charge of migra-
tion policy, told broadcaster VTM that a distinction
had to be made between the mothers and the chil-
dren. “The children have not chosen to be born in
such circumstances ... Four of the six are Belgian
children, they have grandparents here, one child is
reportedly very ill. We are responsible for seeing
what we can do,” she told VTM.

She did not specify what the country might do
about the other two children. “The mothers, that’s a

different story. They have been convicted here. They
have contributed to the planning of terrorist attacks
here. I think we have to assess the risks and not just
willingly accept them.”

Both women were convicted in absentia of being
members of Islamic State, and each sentenced to five
years in jail by an Antwerp court in March. Hundreds
of European citizens, many of them babies, are being
held by US-backed Kurdish militias in three camps
since Islamic State was ousted from almost all its ter-
ritory last year, according to Kurdish sources.

European nations have been wrestling with how
to handle suspected militants and their families
seeking to return from combat zones in Iraq and
Syria. France is working to bring back children held
by Syrian Kurdish forces, but will leave their moth-
ers to be prosecuted by local authorities, French
officials have said. Paris is concerned that if these
minors are left in Syria, they could eventually also
become militants.

The Kurds say it is not their job to prosecute or
hold them indefinitely, leaving the women and chil-
dren in legal limbo. The judge said on Wednesday
that Belgium must organize the travel within 40 days
after being notified of the decision or pay a daily
penalty of 5,000 euros ($5,718) for each child, up to
a maximum 1 million euros. — Reuters

Belgium to appeal 
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