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News in brief
Rescue crew killed in UAE 

DUBAI: A rescue helicopter crashed on Saturday in
the emirate of Ras Al-Khaimah, killing all crew mem-
bers, the United Arab Emirates state news agency
WAM said. Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al-Qasimi, ruler of
Ras Al-Khaimah, ordered an investigation into the
incident that took place at 5:50 pm (1350 GMT).
“The General Civil Aviation Authority announced
the crash of an Agusta 139 helicopter during a res-
cue mission in Jebel Jais in Ras Al-Khaimah,” said
the report. The UAE’s National Search and Rescue
Centre said there were four people on board. The
UAE comprises the emirates of Abu Dhabi, Ajman,
Dubai, Fujairah, Ras al-Khaimah, Sharjah and Umm
Al-Qaiwain. — AFP 

Indian filmmaker Sen dead

NEW DELHI: Veteran
Indian filmmaker Mrinal
Sen passed away in
Kolkata yesterday after
a prolonged battle with
age-related ailments. He
was 95 and is survived
by his son Kunal. Mrinal
Sen was considered to
be one of the greatest
makers of parallel films
in Bengali along with his
contemporary Satyajit
Ray. Mrinal made his directorial debut with the fea-
ture film Raat Bhore starring Uttam Kumar in 1955.
Ek Din Achanak, Bhuvan Shome, Padatik, Neel
Akasher Neecheyand Calcutta 71 are some of his
most acclaimed films. He also made short films and
documentaries. — Agencies 

Brazil embassy move

RIO DE JANEIRO: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said yesterday that Brazil’s President-
elect Jair Bolsonaro told him that it was a matter of
“when, not if” he moves his country’s embassy in
Israel to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv. The far-right
Bolsonaro, who takes office on Tuesday and is host-
ing Netanyahu and the leaders of other countries for
his inauguration, has said he would like to follow the
lead of US President Donald Trump and move the
embassy. — Reuters
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By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Nine lawmakers yesterday sub-
mitted a letter calling on the Legal and
Legislative Committee to quickly review a
proposal stipulating that the government pur-
chases bank debt owed by Kuwaiti citizens. 

MP Majed Al-Mutairi, who renewed a
year’s-old proposal that was rejected in the
past, said nine lawmakers signed a letter ask-
ing the Legal Committee to clear the consti-
tutional aspects of the proposal. If approved,

it will go to the financial and economic affairs
committee to study details and cost of the
proposal. The initiative calls on the govern-
ment to purchase all consumer and install-
ment loans owed by Kuwaiti citizens to help
them meet rising cost of living demands. 

Mutairi said earlier that the proposal will
not cost state coffers anything since the gov-
ernment will use its huge deposits with local
banks and investment companies.  The law-
maker said that state deposits at local banks,
about KD 10 billion according to unofficial

estimates, are placed at very low interest
rates and if the government raises those rates
slightly it can utilize the difference in paying
for citizens’ loans over several years. As of
now, there are no official estimates of citizens’
loans at banks but previously they were put
at around KD 4 billion. Mutairi said his pro-
posal had received impressive backing from
within the National Assembly.  

MP Osama Al-Shaheen yesterday warned
of an imminent crisis of lamb meat in the 
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Kuwaiti skydivers set
Guinness world record

KUWAIT: (From left) Kuwaiti lieutenant colonels Nasser Al-Sabah, Fahad Al-
Yaqoub and Salem Al-Mell pose with their Guinness World Record certificate for
breaking a Guinness skydiving world record by leaping 13,000 feet while carrying
aloft a 63-square-meter Kuwaiti flag. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A trio of Kuwaiti army offi-
cers have broken a Guinness skydiving
world record in Qatar by leaping 13,000
feet while carrying aloft a 63-square-
meter Kuwaiti flag. Kuwaiti lieutenant
colonels Fahad Al-Yaqoub, Salem Al-
Mell and Nasser Al-Sabah have set a
skydiving world record through this
notable achievement, according to

Guinness judge Ahmad Jabar. 
Upon receiving his official Guinness

World Record certificate, Al-Yaqoub
expressed his happiness over breaking a
world record, saying what started as an
ambitious idea morphed into a huge
accomplishment. Al-Mell echoed his
compatriot’s sentiments, attributing the
accolade to the trio’s diligence. — KUNA

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte drew outrage yesterday after saying
he “touched” his maid when he was a teenag-
er, with women’s rights groups accusing him
of attempted rape and encouraging sexual
abuse. Duterte frequently sparks uproar with
his comments on women, including rape jokes
and boasting about adultery.

In his latest remarks, Duterte recounted a
confession he had with a priest in high school,
detailing how he had entered the room of his
maid while she was sleeping.  “I lifted the
blanket... I tried to touch” Duterte said in a
speech late Saturday.

“I was touching. She woke up. So I left the

room.” Duterte recounted telling the priest that
he had then returned to the maid’s room and
again tried to molest her. Women’s rights politi-
cal party Gabriela denounced Duterte’s “repul-
sive” comments and called for him to resign,
saying he had confessed to attempted rape.

“Rape does not happen only through
penile insertion. If it is a finger or an object it
is considered rape,” said Joms Salvador, sec-

retary general of Gabriela. Responding to the
criticism, Duterte’s spokesman said yesterday
that the president had “made up” and “added
and spliced” the story. 

“He has made up a laughable anecdote to
dramatize the fact of sexual abuse that was
inflicted on him and his fellow students when
they were in high school,” said Salvador
Panelo. Duterte, 73, made the remarks as he
blasted the Catholic Church over allegations
of sexually abusing children.

The president, who brands the church the
“most hypocritical institution” in the mainly
Catholic nation, said Saturday that he and his
classmates at school were molested during
confession. It was his latest tirade against
bishops and priests who have been critical of
his drug war which has left more than 5,000
people dead, according to official figures. 

Duterte and his aides often dismiss his
controversial statements about women as a
“joke” or insist they are taken out of context.  
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BAAO, the Philippines: This general view shows a flooded area in the town of Baao in Camarines Sur province
yesterday. . — AFP

MANILA: At least 22 people have died due to land-
slides and flooding triggered by a tropical cyclone that
brought heavy rains to central Philippines, a disaster
agency official said yesterday.

The people, including a three-year-old boy, were
reported dead as of yesterday morning, said disaster
agency spokesman Edgar Posadas, after a tropical
cyclone barrelled through the eastern Visayas and Bicol
regions on Saturday. “The wind was not strong but it
caused flooding and landslides,” Posadas said.

The number of casualties could rise as rescue and
retrieval operations continue. Local media have report-
ed dozens missing or trapped by the landslides. A
regional office of the disaster agency said it was work-
ing to confirm the deaths of 38 people in the Bicol
region, located south of the main island of Luzon.
Thousands of passengers were stranded at seaports,
airports and bus terminals as dozens of inter-island
trips were cancelled.

The tropical depression, which has since been
downgraded to a low pressure area, left the Philippines
yesterday afternoon. About 20 tropical cyclones hit the
Philippines every year. — AFP

President Rodrigo Duterte

Philippine cyclone 
leaves 22 dead

MANBIJ, Syria: The Stars and Stripes
fluttered above four US armored vehi-
cles driving through drizzle in the Syrian
city of Manbij yesterday, each visibly
carrying an armed soldier on lookout
duty. The US patrol inside the strategic
city near the Turkish border comes
despite President Donald Trump’s shock
announcement this month that he is
pulling American troops out of the war-
torn country.

Almost eight years into Syria’s civil
war, a Kurdish-led alliance called the
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) con-
trols a large swathe of territory in the
country’s northeast, including Manbij.

The unexpected US pullout
announcement left Syria’s Kurds scram-

bling to find a new ally in the Damascus
regime, as they feared losing US sup-
port would leave them exposed to a
long-threatened Turkish assault. But
inside Manbij yesterday, American
troops did not appear to have left yet,
an AFP correspondent said, and resi-
dents were relieved to have spotted at
least two US patrols.

“The Americans’ presence is reassur-
ing for people, as the situation has
become tense since we heard about
their decision to withdraw,” said
Mohammed Ahmad, a 28-year-old shop
owner. Yesterday, men and women
milled between stalls at a nearby veg-
etable market, wearing coats to keep
out the rain.

A woman clutched a toddler on her
hip, while another appeared to be carry-
ing a baby swaddled in a thick blanket.

“The presence of the US-led coalition
is a strength for Manbij,” Ahmad said.
But US troops “departing would leave it
weak in front of Turkey” and Ankara’s
proxies. “If they do pull out, the (Syrian)

regime’s return to the city would be bet-
ter” than pro-Turkish rebels, added the
young man, whose shop sells warm
socks and other winter accessories. In a
war that has killed more than 360,000
people, the Damascus regime-long on
the back foot-has wrested back control
of almost two-thirds of the country since

Moscow intervened in its favor in 2015.
Damascus now has its eye on regaining
oil-rich areas held by the SDF. Trump
has said he will pull all 2,000 troops
from Syria, declaring that Washington
had achieved its objective of victory
over the Islamic State group.
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MANBIJ: A line of US military vehicles in Syria’s northern city of Manbij yesterday. — AFP


