
New Zealand eye 
victory as Wagner 
rocks Sri Lanka
CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand were eyeing an
historic victory as injury and a barrage of Neil
Wagner bouncers left Sri Lanka in tatters at the
close of day four of the second Test in Christchurch
yesterday.

The conditions were tailor-made for short-ball
specialist Wagner, New Zealand bowling coach
Shane Jurgensen said, as Sri Lanka were 231 for six
at stumps. At most they have only four wickets left,
but with doubt whether the injured Angelo Mathews

will return to help them survive the final day.
At the crease were Dilruwan Perera on 22 and

Suranga Lakmal on 16 with their 660-run target out
of sight.  Wagner, who had little success earlier in
the series, broke through stubborn Sri Lankan
resistance, with figures of three for 47 from a
marathon 28 overs.

“I think he showed what he could do once he had
a little bit more bounce on offer. I thought he
bowled with really good pace and really questioned
the Sri Lankan batsmen,” Jurgensen said. “I was
commenting in our viewing area saying I think this
day is set up for Neil.

“He was really licking his lips today to have a
good crack and he certainly had that.” After rain

ensured a drawn first Test in Wellington, a win in the
Christchurch decider would give New Zealand a
fourth consecutive series win for the first time after
beating the West Indies, England and Pakistan earli-
er this year.  Despite losing both openers in the first
two overs of their second innings, Sri Lanka fought
to stay in the game until Wagner came into the
frame. Skipper Dinesh Chandimal and Kusal Mendis
produced stubborn resistance for 53 overs for the
third wicket before Mendis went for 67. 

They had seen off the swing and seam of New
Zealand strike bowlers Tim Southee and Trent Boult
at the start of the day, were untroubled by spinner
Ajaz Patel, and initially they dodged the barrage
aimed at the ribs by Wagner.  — AFP

MELBOURNE: India moved within two wickets of an
emphatic victory in the third Test after reducing
Australia to 258 for eight at the close of day four yes-
terday as the home side’s batsmen suffered a familiar
spate of failures.

Having set a daunting victory target of 399 shortly
before lunch, Virat Kohli’s team attacked with precision
and intensity to leave Australia on life support at the
end of a muggy and overcast day at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground.

The lion-hearted Pat Cummins thwarted India’s
hopes of closing out the win with a day to spare,
anchoring some stubborn tail-end resistance after the
top order crumbled.

The seamer was 61 not out, a personal best, with
Nathan Lyon on six, and Australia still 141 runs short of
victory.

Some rain is forecast on day five, but after dominat-
ing with bat and ball, the tourists will almost certainly
head to the Sydney finale with a 2-1 series lead and a
genuine belief they can become the first Indian team to
win a series Down Under.

“Obviously we wanted to finish it today but our

bowlers will get enough breaks and hopefully finish it
off tomorrow in the first hour,” said India number three
Cheteshwar Pujara, whose 106 in the first innings was
his second century of the series.

“We have a very good chance of winning the
series and the last Test match will be crucial for us.
But first things first, we will look to finish the job
early tomorrow.”

On a grim day for Australian cricket, Cummins was
the only shining light, impressing with the bat after
registering career-best figures of 6-27 before Kohli
declared India’s second innings at 106-8 in the
morning.

However, the paceman’s heroics will likely be con-
signed to a foot-note, squandered as they were by the
specialist batsmen that came before him.

LYON’S PRIDE
Where straight bats were required to provide a

platform of resistance, Aaron Finch got his team off to
the worst possible start by throwing away his wicket
for three with an unsightly cut shot off Jasprit Bumrah
that was gobbled in the slips.

Recalled all-rounder Mitchell Marsh was similarly
wasteful, slogging spinner Ravindra Jadeja straight to
Kohli at short cover to be out for 10.

Having done the hard work to get set in his innings,
Travis Head (34) fell on his sword after tea by dragging
Ishant Sharma onto his stumps with a dubious drive
away from his body.

Despite assistance from Australia’s poor shot selec-
tion, India produced moments of brilliance to remove
their more assured batsmen.

Mohammed Shami dismissed Usman Khawaja lbw
for 33 shortly after lunch with a peach of a delivery,
before Bumrah trapped Shaun Marsh for 44 with a

searing ball.
The wily Jadeja proved a constant menace, and

induced an edge off Marcus Harris (13) that lodged in
Mayank Agarwal’s mid-riff.

The left-arm spinner later returned to dismiss wick-
etkeeper-captain Tim Paine for 26, leaving Australia to
rely on their tail and a miracle to stave off defeat.

“Now our backs are up against the wall, and Pat and
I and Josh (Hazlewood) are going to come out tomor-
row and we’re going to have to fight,” Lyon added.

“We’ve got to show a lot of pride and go out there
and fight our backsides off and show how much it
means to wear the baggy green cap.” — Reuters
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Wife of former England
cricket chief Strauss dies
LONDON: Ruth Strauss, whose cancer diagnosis prompted her
husband Andrew Strauss to step down from his role as England’s
director of cricket, has died, her family announced in a statement
yesterday.

The statement said Ruth had died aged 46 of the rare form of
lung cancer she suffered from in her home country of Australia.
Strauss, a former England cricket captain, announced in early
October he was standing down permanently as the national side’s
director of cricket following a period of compassionate leave.  

Ruth was diagnosed with cancer during the Ashes in December
2017 and he took a break from his position earlier this year after
she began a new course of treatment. “It is with great sadness and
immense grief that we have to announce that Ruth passed away
today as a result of her rare lung cancer,” read the statement
issued by the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) on behalf of
the Strauss family.

“Sam, Luca and I will miss her terribly. “Anyone who has met
Ruth will know how loving, caring and passionately protective she
was of her family and it gives us huge comfort that she was in
Australia, the land of her birth, surrounded by those who love her,
in her final moments.”

The Strauss family thanked the medical team who had treated
her and said they would be helping others with the disease. “Ruth
desperately wanted to help those affected by this terrible disease,”
read the statement. “We will be launching a foundation in due
course to raise much needed funds to aid research and also to
offer support to patients and their families.” — AFP

CHRISTCHURCH: Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis plays a shot as New Zealand’s Henry Nicholls attempts
to catch the ball during day four of the second cricket Test match between New Zealand and Sri
Lanka at Hagley Park Oval in Christchurch yesterday. — AFP

India set to take 2-1 series 
lead to finale in Sydney

Australia bats fail for second time in match

MELBOURNE: Australia’s batsman Pat Cummins (R) plays a shot as India’s wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant looks on
during day four of the third cricket Test match between Australia and India in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP 

SCOREBOARD

India 2nd innings (overnight 54-5)
M. Agarwal b Cummins                                                     42
H. Vihari c Khawaja b Cummins                                       13 
C. Pujara c Harris b Cummins                                           0
V. Kohli c Harris b Cummins                                             0
A. Rahane c Paine b Cummins                                          1
R. Sharma c S.Marsh b Hazlewood                                  5
R. Pant c Paine b Hazlewood                                             33
R. Jadeja c Khawaja b Cummins                                       5
M. Shami not out                                                               0
Extras: (lb1 b5, w1)                                                           7  
Total: (eight wickets declared, 37.3 overs)                     106  
Did not bat: Ishant Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah
Fall of wickets: 1-28 (Vihari), 2-28 (Pujara), 3-28 (Kohli), 4-32
(Rahane), 5-44 (Sharma), 6-83 (Agarwal), 7-100 (Jadeja, 8-106
(Pant)
Bowling: Starc 3-1-11-0, Hazlewood 10.3-3-22-2, Cummins 11-3-
27-6, Lyon 13-1-40-0.

Australia 2nd innings
M. Harris c Agwaral b Jadeja                                            13
A. Finch c Kohli b Bumrah                                                3
U. Khawaja lbw b Shami                                                   33
S. Marsh lbw b Bumrah                                                     44
T. Head b Sharma                                                              34
M. Marsh c Kohli b Jadeja                                                10
T. Paine c Pant b Jadeja                                                     26
P. Cummins not out                                                           61
M. Starc b Shami                                                               18
N. Lyon not out                                                                 6
Extras: (lb6, b2, w2)                                                         10
Total: (eight wickets, 85 overs)                                       258
To bat: Josh Hazlewood
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Finch), 2-33 (Harris), 3063 (Khawaja), 4-114 (S.
Marsh), 5-135 (M. Marsh), 6-157 (Head), 7-176 (Paine), 8-215 (Starc)
Bowling: Bumrah 17-1-53-2, Sharma 12-0-37-1, Jadeja 32-6-82-3,
Shami 21-2-71-2, Vihari 3-1-7-0.

Scorecard at stumps on day four of the third Test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground yesterday:
India 1st innings 443-7 dec (C. Pujara 106, V. Kohli 82, R. Sharma 63 no; P. Cummins 3-72) 
Australia first innings 151 (M. Harris 22, T. Paine 22; J. Bumrah 6-33)

SCOREBOARD

Sri Lanka second innings (overnight 24-2)
D. Gunathilaka c Watling b Southee                                4
D. Karunaratne c Watling b Boult                                    0
D. Chandimal c Nicholls b Wagner                                  56
K. Mendis c sub (Henry) b Wagner                                  67
A. Mathews retired hurt                                                   22
R. Silva c Watling b Wagner                                             18
N. Dickwella b Southee                                                    19
D. Perera not out                                                               22
S. Lakmal not out                                                              16
Extras: (b 4, lb 2, wd 1) 7 Total: (for 6 wickets, 104 overs) 231
Fall of wickets: 1-1 (Karunaratne), 2-9 (Gunathilaka), 3-126
(Mendis), 4-158 (Chandimal), 5-181 (Dickwella), 6-208 (Silva)
Bowling: Boult 27-11-73-1, Southee 27-13-61-2, de Grandhomme
10-1-23-0 (1w), Wagner 28-10-47-3, Patel 12-9-21-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on day four of the second Test between
New Zealand and Sri Lanka in Christchurch yesterday:
New Zealand first innings 178 (T. Southee 68, B. Watling 46;
Lakmal 5-54)
Sri Lanka first innings 104 (A. Mathews 33no; Boult 6-30,
Southee 3-35)
New Zealand second innings 585-4 dec (T. Latham 176, H.
Nicholls 162no, C. de Grandhomme 71no, J. Raval 74; Kumara
2-134)

Bancroft ban expires and 
back in Perth Scorchers squad
MELBOURNE: Cameron Bancroft’s ban for ball-tampering expired
yesterday and he was immediately rushed into the Perth Scorchers
squad for their Big Bash League clash with the Hobart Hurricanes.

The 26-year-old opener was suspended from international and state
cricket for nine months after attempting to alter the ball in a Test against
South Africa in March. Then-Australian captain Steve Smith and his
deputy David Warner were exiled for a year with their suspensions due
to run out in late March.

“What a journey this has been over the last nine months,” Bancroft
wrote on Instagram. “Grateful of where I am and the person I continue
to grow to be. Thank you to every person, group, team and community I
have come across over the last nine months. You know who you are.”

Bancroft re-emerged into public life with an explosive television
interview on Wednesday in which he confirmed Warner asked him to
use sandpaper to rough up the ball. He claimed he went along with it “to
fit in” and because he “didn’t know any better”.

Smith also gave a recent interview, admitting he failed as a captain by
turning a blind eye to what went on. A number of high-profile former
players have blasted them for dragging the issue back into the spotlight
and detracting from the ongoing third Test against India in Melbourne.

Bancroft could make his comeback in Australia’s Twenty20 domestic
league on Sunday against the Hurricanes in Launceston after being
included in the Scorchers’ 13-man squad. “It’s great to have Cam back in
the squad again. It’s been a long year for him and now he can move for-
ward and get back to playing cricket at a high level,” said Perth coach
Adam Voges. “He’s been pretty excited to be back so he’ll bring energy
and experience into our batting line up.” — AFP 

Former England 
captains Cook,
Beaumont knighted
LONDON: Former England cricket and rugby
captains Alastair Cook and Bill Beaumont headlined
sporting personalities in the New Years Honours
List with both men receiving knighthoods from
Queen Elizabeth II. Cook-who has more Test cen-
turies (33) and runs (12,472) than any other England
player accrued during a record 161 Test matches-is
the first cricketer to be knighted since legendary
all-rounder Ian Botham in 2007.

The 34-year-old opening batsman finished his
Test career in the best possible manner with a cen-
tury against India at The Oval despite having
declared there “was nothing left in the tank”. “It’s a
fitting tribute to a man who has led with distinction
on and off the pitch every since he made his
England debut,” England and Wales Cricket Board
chairman Colin Graves said in a statement to Press
Association Sport.  

Beaumont-chairman of the sport’s governing
body, World Rugby, — skippered England to the

1980 Five Nations Grand Slam as well as captaining
the British and Irish Lions. Following his retirement
as a player the 66-year-old became a much loved
face on BBC television, his avuncular style adapting
well to captaining a team in Question of Sport.

“I am honoured and humbled to receive this
accolade from Her Majesty the Queen for services
to rugby,” Beaumont told World Rugby. “I have
always viewed my work in the sport as an adminis-
trator as that of a guardian, driven by a passion to
do the very best I can for rugby.”

Football did not miss out, with England manager
Gareth Southgate and captain Harry Kane reward-
ed for the national side’s run to this year’s World
Cup semi-finals. Southgate, whose sartorial ele-
gance in Russia saw sales of waistcoats rocket,
received the middle-ranking Officer of the Order of
the British Empire (OBE) whilst Tottenham Hotpsur
sharpshooter Kane garnered the lesser Member of
the Order of the British Empire (MBE).

Kane, who won the World Cup Golden Boot for
finishing top scorer with six goals, said he learnt of
his award from his fiancee Kate just prior to a
Premier League game with Southampton in early
December. “We got a letter to the house, Kate
opened the letter.” he told Spurs TV.

“Normally we’d talk a little but she would never
call me just before the match. I had a missed call

and she texted me ‘could you answer?’. “I thought
something was wrong! But Kate was excited and
told me that we’d had a letter from the Queen say-
ing we’d get an MBE.”

Another British sporting success story of the
year Welshman Geraint Thomas received an OBE
after winning road cycling’s showpiece event, the
Tour de France. Beaumont was not the only rugby
personality to be honoured with former Scotland
lock Doddie Weir, whose courageous battle with
motor neurone disease has helped to raise its pro-
file through his ‘My Name’5 Doddie Foundation’
(attn eds: correct), being awarded an OBE. — AFP

Alastair Cook 


