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HH the Amir reaffirmed Kuwait’s firm support to the
sisterly Arab Republic of Egypt in whatever measures it
might take to protect its security and stability. He
expressed sincere condolences to the families of the
victims and wished the injured quick recovery. 

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to
the Egyptian leader. An official of the Kuwaiti foreign
ministry said Kuwait denounces in strong terms the
bomb attack on the tourist bus. Such terrorist attacks
that target civilians and put in peril the safety of inno-
cent people highlight the need of doubling international
efforts to combat terrorism, the official said. 

There was no immediate claim of responsibility for
the bombing, the first attack to target tourists since
2017. Friday’s attack was the latest blow to Egypt’s vital
tourism industry, which has been reeling from turmoil
set off by the 2011 uprising that forced veteran presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak from power. While tourism has
picked up since 2011, the 8.2 million people who visited
Egypt in 2017 are still a far cry from the 14.7 million
who visited in the year before the uprising.

“Yesterday’s attack undermines the Egyptian gov-
ernment’s very determined message that the country is
safe for tourists,” said Zack Gold, a US-based expert on
Middle East security issues. Egypt has been seeking to
lure tourists back by touting new archaeological dis-
coveries and bolstering security around archaeological

sites and in airports. It is also planning to open a major
museum near the Giza pyramids - the only surviving
structures of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 

In July 2017, two German tourists were stabbed to
death by a suspected militant at the Red Sea resort
of Hurghada. In Oct 2015, a bomb claimed by a local
affiliate of the Islamic State group killed 224 people
on board a passenger jet carrying Russian tourists
home from the Sinai Peninsula. Before Friday’s bomb-
ing, security forces were already on high alert ahead
of New Year celebrations and the Coptic Christmas
on Jan 7.

Pope Francis said he was “deeply saddened” by the
attack on holidaymakers, in a telegram to the Egyptian
presidency which was signed by his number two Pietro
Parolin. “In deploring this senseless and brutal act, he
prays for the victims and their families, for the injured
and for the emergency personnel who generously came
to their aid,” the telegram said. A spokesman for
Britain’s Thomas Cook travel group said it had can-
celled day trips to Cairo from Hurghada following the
attack and it would continue to review the security sit-
uation.

The blast and the subsequent police raids come as
Egypt battles a persistent insurgency in the North
Sinai, which surged after the 2013 overthrow by the
army of Mubarak’s Islamist successor Mohamed
Morsi. Militants linked to the Islamic State group have
claimed responsibility for previous attacks, including
against Egypt’s Coptic Christian minority who make
up about 10 percent of the population. The army
launched a large-scale operation dubbed “Sinai 2018”
in February to rid the Sinai of militants after an attack
on a mosque in the north of the peninsula killed more
than 300 people. The army says that hundreds of sus-
pected jihadists have been killed since the campaign
was launched. — Agencies 

Egypt forces kill
40 militants in...
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responsible for parks, sets the locations and condi-
tions to be followed.  “We have already contacted
PAAAFR to determine the designated parks,” he said,
noting that like in other countries, barbequing in parks
should be allowed according to certain environmental
conditions. Responding to a question about collecting
fees for barbequing in parks, he stressed that the
municipality cannot collect fees for public services

and it is PAAAFR that should impose such fees if it
desires to do so. 

Capital municipality cleaning department manager
Meshaal Al-Azmi said policing barbequing in parks is
the responsibility of the Environment Public Authority
and the environment police and that the municipality
has no right to fine people for barbequing there. “On
the other hand, the municipality applies law number
190 pertaining barbequing in public places in case of
barbequing on beaches,” he added. Hawally municipali-
ty’s cleaning department manager Saad Al-Jalawi said
despite the lack of a clear law against barbequing in
parks, the municipality has every right to levy a fine of
KD 300 on those disposing the charcoal used in the
process in sites allocated for garbage.  

Municipality open 
to BBQing in parks...
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make the government machinery more efficient. “The
issue of Jamal Khashoggi... really saddened us, all of
us,” Assaf told AFP at his residence in Riyadh, adorned
with mahogany furniture, a wall-mounted elephant tusk
and other hunting trophies. “But all in all, we are not
going through a crisis, we are going through a transfor-
mation,” he added, referring to social and economic
reforms spearheaded by the crown prince.

Assaf, 69, inherits the ministry after a series of com-
bative foreign policy moves by the crown prince, who
along with regional allies imposed a blockade on neigh-
boring Qatar, launched a military campaign in Yemen
and engaged in a bitter diplomatic row with Canada.
Topping it all, Khashoggi’s murder in Saudi Arabia’s
Istanbul consulate by what it calls “rogue” agents is
testing relations with key ally Washington. 

When asked whether his biggest foreign policy chal-
lenge was to repair the kingdom’s tarnished reputation,
Assaf replied: “I wouldn’t say ‘repair’ because the rela-
tionship between my country and a vast majority of
countries in the world is in excellent shape.” Before him,
Jubeir also sought to vigorously defend the government
and the crown prince, widely known as MBS, on the
international stage over Khashoggi’s murder.

In Thursday’s reshuffle, Jubeir was appointed min-
ister of state for foreign affairs, fuelling speculation
that he had been demoted after he failed to quell
global criticism over Khashoggi. “This is far from the
truth,” Assaf said. Jubeir’s new role, he insisted, was
tantamount to a division of labor and not a demotion,
in a bid to accelerate the task of remaking a ministry

known to be overly bureaucratic. “Adel represented
Saudi Arabia and will continue to represent Saudi
Arabia... around the world,” Assaf said. “We comple-
ment each other.” Jubeir was not immediately reach-
able for comment.

A seasoned bureaucrat, Assaf was briefly held in
Riyadh’s Ritz-Carlton hotel last year along with hun-
dreds of elite princes and businessmen, in what the
government called a crackdown on corruption. Saudi
officials say he was released after being cleared of any
wrongdoing, and he subsequently led a government
delegation to the World Economic Forum in Davos ear-
lier this year. His reappointment to a cabinet role indi-
cates the government is seeking to slowly “rehabilitate”
the experienced old guard, widely seen to be sidelined
by the young prince, observers say.

“King Salman is seeking to bolster his son by
appointing seasoned technocrats like Assaf who are not
from MBS’ inner circle, indirectly reinstating an internal
system of checks and balances that was swept away in
(MBS’s) drive to consolidate power,” said Becca
Wasser. “Adding experienced government hands from
an older generation, will serve to check some of MBS’s
impulses,” the policy analyst at the US-based RAND
Corporation told AFP.

The elevation of seasoned allies in Thursday’s
reshuffle has bolstered the authority of Prince
Mohammed after the removal of younger aides in his
inner circle implicated in Khashoggi’s murder, including
former royal court advisor Saud Al-Qahtani. Assaf, who
is on the boards of state oil giant Aramco and the vast
Public Investment Fund, said his appointment as the top
diplomat would help bring his financial experience to
foreign affairs amid a current “dip” in the economy. The
top crude exporter, facing a sharp fall in oil prices, is
scrambling to restore confidence in foreign investors
rattled by a series of what many see as rash foreign
policy decisions. “Economic relationships now domi-
nate foreign” affairs, Assaf said.— AFP 

We’re not in crisis: 
New Saudi foreign...
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20 respectively, all living in Guatemala - were deported
on Thursday from Mexico, where they had taken the chil-
dren, and arrested on their arrival in New York the same
day. They stand accused of organizing the kidnapping on
Dec 8 of a 14-year-old girl and her brother, 12, in the vil-
lage of Woodridge, about 150 km north of New York. 

Approximately six weeks earlier, their mother had fled the
sect in Guatemala fearing for her family’s safety. She had pre-
viously been a “voluntary member” of the group which was
founded by her father, but believed it would become even
more extreme under its new leader, her brother Nachman
Helbrans. The four suspects devised a plan to kidnap the vic-
tims to take them back to Guatemala via Mexico and flew the
children out from a small airport outside Scranton,
Pennsylvania. The children were recovered on Friday with the
assistance of Mexican authorities in the town of Tenango del
Air before being brought back to their mother. Each of the
suspects are charged with one count of kidnapping, which
carries a maximum sentence of life in prison.  — AFP 

US arrests Jewish
sect members for...

Saudi and Emirati participants prepare a camp at the Dhafra Camel Festival in the desert, 150 km west of the United Arab Emirates’ capital Abu Dhabi, on Dec 27, 2018. The festival, which attracts participants from around the Gulf
region, includes a camel beauty contest, a display of UAE handcrafts and other activities aimed at promoting the country’s folklore.  — AFP 

CHICAGO: At least six deaths were attributed to
severe weather in the US as heavy snow and high
winds snarled air and ground transportation during a
busy holiday travel period. More than 500 flight can-
celations and 5,700 delays were reported Friday as
the winter storm blanketed areas from the north cen-
tral plains and the Midwest with eight to 12 inches
(20-30 cm) of snow.

As much snow, if not more, was forecast to fall in the
coming days in the southwestern state of New Mexico,
along with a deluge of rain in some southern and east-
ern states - ruining New Year travel plans for thousands
of Americans. Millions more in the South were warned
of potential flooding from heavy rains. 

A 58-year-old woman in Louisiana was killed
Wednesday evening when lightning struck a tree which
then fell on her home, according to TV station WDSU.
In Kansas, police said icy roads caused a fatal car crash
Thursday on an interstate highway. Another crash

involving a snowplow and a car in North Dakota
claimed one life. A woman on a camping trip in
Tennessee with two men died while attempting to cross
a creek in the state’s Marion County, a local ABC affili-
ate reported.

Two people were killed in Minnesota. A 51-year-old
man died Thursday when his car was struck by a pick-
up truck with a plow blade in poor visibility conditions,
a local Fox affiliate quoted officials as saying. A 47-
year-old woman meanwhile died in the state’s
Sherburne County after a bus she was on collided with
an SUV on Thursday, a CBS affiliate station said. Nine
others were injured. 

More than 6,500 flights were delayed and some 800
more were canceled on Thursday, according to the
flight tracking website FlightAware. Some airline pas-
sengers reported being stranded for days. “I didn’t
want to spend three days in the airport, missing out on
the holidays - New Year’s and all that,” Anthony Scott

told Texas television station KDFW at Dallas-Fort
Worth International Airport. “I have to go back to work
the first of the year. So this is my time,” he said. “This
was my little vacation. I’m not trying to spend it in the
airport.”

Road travel treacherous 
Numerous roads were closed Thursday in the

Dakotas, Minnesota, Kansas and Iowa. Ground crews
worked to clear affected areas, but many remained
packed with snow and ice Friday. The South Dakota
Department of Transportation said advisories warning
against travel remained in effect. “Roads are icy, blow-
ing snow is still limiting visibility,” the agency said.
“Crews are working but mother nature is making safe
travel tough.”

North Dakota on Friday lifted a no-travel advisory
that had been issued for the entire east side of the state,
even as drifting snow continued to frustrate drivers.

National Weather Service (NWS) officials in Minnesota
cautioned that roads in the upper Midwestern state
were cloaked in snow. The weather service predicted
the treacherous conditions would continue through the
weekend across the country. Heavy snow was expected
in the southwestern state of New Mexico from a new
storm, with as much as 18 inches possible, NWS said. 

To the south, heavy rains were forecast in the cen-
tral Gulf Coast, in the Florida Panhandle, and stretching
east to the mid-Atlantic. A risk of flash flooding was
possible in a few areas. The nasty weather was still no
match for a colossal blizzard that smothered the east-
ern United States in January 2016. That storm shut
down New York and Washington, leaving 15 people
dead and impacting some 85 mill ion residents.
Forecasters said the storm - dubbed “Snowzilla” -
dumped 22.2 inches in Washington and 25.1 inches in
New York’s Central Park, the third highest accumula-
tion since records began in 1869. —  AFP 

Winter storms batter large 
swathes of US; six killed


