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This file photo shows actors Keira Knightley and Dominic West
attend the ‘Colette’ premiere during the 2018 Sundance Film
Festival at Eccles Theatre in Park City, Utah. — AFP

Former first lady Michelle Obama signs copies of her memoir ‘Becoming’ at the Seminary Co-
op Bookstore in Chicago, Illinois. — Reuters

In this file photo visitors walk through ‘The Story of the Sixties and Woodstock’ at the Museum at Bethel Woods Center for the
Arts, a gallery built on the site of the 1969 Woodstock music festival, in Bethel, New York. — AFP photos

In this file photo a general view of the field where the 1969 Woodstock music festival took place.

Female actors are facing increasing pressure to strip
off for “pornographic” television roles, British star
Dominic West said. He praised the #MeToo cam-

paign against harassment but said treatment of women
on the small screen has “taken a big step back” over the
last 20 years in an interview with the Radio Times maga-
zine published on Friday. “Television has become more
pornographic and the burden of that falls squarely on
young women,” he said.

“The parts young actresses get, particularly pretty
ones, involve violent rape.” His comments come after the
#MeToo campaign last year which saw women came for-
ward with a slew of allegations against Hollywood mogul
Harvey Weinstein, and others, in a scandal that sparked a
wider global debate over sexual abuse and harassment.

Weinstein has denied wrongdoing.
West said he became more aware of gender discrimi-

nation after Ruth Wilson, his former co-star on US show
The Affair, said earlier year that she was “sure” she was
being paid less than him. He said he had never considered
who was paid what, adding, “I never realized the dispari-
ty and the injustice.” The actor said the #MeToo cam-
paign had created a noticeable change within the indus-
try and male actors and directors were now less able to
harass women.

“There was one guy in particular whose behavior was
disgusting,” he said. “Particularly to young females in
minor roles. I tried to counter it on several occasions. But
now, it wouldn’t be so hard to get rid of them.” Studies
have found that women are still often sidelined and

shown in stereotyped roles across both television and
film. Women took only 40 percent of speaking roles on
prime-time US television shows in 2017-18 and were
much more likely to play “personal life-oriented roles”,
such as wife and mother, the “Boxed In” report from San
Diego State University found.

Across the 100 top-grossing films of 2017, women
accounted for less than a third of speaking roles,
according to analysis by the University of Southern
California. It also found a quarter of releases featured
female characters in skimpy clothing or nude, com-
pared to less than 10percent showing men in a similar
state of undress. — Reuters 

Female actors face pressure to strip onscreen: Dominic West

Former First Lady Hillary Clinton’s 17-
year run as the woman Americans
admire most is over. Another former

First Lady, Michelle Obama, has deposed
Clinton as America’s most admired
woman, according to a Gallup poll pub-
lished on Thursday. Former president
Barack Obama was named the man
Americans admire most for the 11th year
in a row, Gallup said. President Donald
Trump finished second in the poll for the
fourth year in a row.

Gallup has conducted the annual poll
every year since 1946 with the exception
of 1976. Fifteen percent of the 1,025
Americans polled said the woman they
admire most is Michelle Obama, who is
currently on a tour promoting her book
“Becoming.” Talk show host Oprah

Winfrey was second with five percent fol-
lowed by Hillary Clinton and First Lady
Melania Trump with four percent.

Hillary Clinton, the 2016 Democratic
presidential nominee and a former US
senator and secretary of state, has topped
the list 22 times including the past 17
years in a row. Nineteen percent of those
polled said Barack Obama was the man
they admired most. Trump was second
with 13 percent followed by former presi-
dent George W. Bush and Pope Francis,
who were tied with two percent. Gallup
said the survey conducted December 3-12
had a margin of error of plus or minus
four percentage points.—AFP 

Michelle Obama tops
Hillary Clinton as America’s

most admired woman

Award-winning lyricist 
behind ‘Killing Me 
Softly’ dead at 91

Norman Gimbel, the Oscar and Grammy-
winning lyricist behind “Killing Me
Softly,” “The Girl From Ipanema” and the

theme from iconic sitcom “Happy Days” has died
aged 91. His death was announced on Friday by
BMI, which described him as “a truly gifted and
prolific writer” who will be greatly missed by
friends and fans at the music rights organization.
The Brooklyn native died at his home in
Montecito, California, on December 19, his son
Tony Gimbel told The Hollywood Reporter.

Norman Gimbel won an Academy Award for
Best Original Song alongside co-composer David
Shire for Jennifer Warnes’ “It Goes Like It Goes”
in the 1979 film “Norma Rae.” He also wrote
Roberta Flack’s “Killing Me Softly” with his long-
time collaborator Charles Fox, winning the Song
of the Year Grammy in 1973. The hit was later
famously covered by 1990s hip hop group the
Fugees.

Gimbel’s English lyrics for Brazilian bossa nova
hit “The Girl from Ipanema,” which won the
Grammy for Record of the Year in 1965, made the
jazz standard one of the most covered songs of
all time. But it was his work for television where
Gimbel was best known, including the themes to
“Happy Days,” “Wonder Woman,” and “Laverne
& Shirley.” The lyricist was inducted into the
Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1984.

Writing on Facebook, one of Gimbel’s co-
writers Robert Folk, who collaborated on about
15 songs with him, said: “Norman was an incredi-
ble talent; brilliant in every way, and one who had
successfully navigated every genre in popular
music.  “I remember one of countless moments
with Norman so fondly, when after a playback via
phone of a newly finished song for a prominent
filmmaker, he said to me privately.... “‘Don’t ever
tell them how easy this work is for us, and how
much fun we’ve had writing these songs!.... Or
else they’ll never pay us all this money again!’”
Gimbel is survived by his children Tony, Nelly,
Peter and Hannah, according to The Hollywood
Reporter. —AFP

Ariana Grande has canceled a Las
Vegas concert due to “health
issues,” the singer said on Friday.

The 25-year-old singer, one of the most
popular in the United States, was set to
perform at The Cosmopolitan hotel on
Saturday. “Vegas, I’m currently working
through some health issues and am
beyond sorry I won’t be able to see you
this weekend, she wrote on Instagram.
Entertainment website TMZ reported
that Grande had bronchitis, cit ing

sources close to the singer. A represen-
tative for Grande was not immediately
available for comment. Grande finished
2018 with her song “Thank U, Next” at
the top of the Billboard Hot 100 chart
for the sixth week. Her year also saw
the death of ex-boyfriend and rapper
Mac Millerin September and her break
up with f iance Pete Davidson in
October.—Reuters 

Ariana Grande cancels 
Las Vegas concert

Celine Dion, John 
Legend to perform 
at Aretha Franklin 
tribute concert

Celine Dion, Kelly Clarkson,
Jennifer Hudson and John
Legend will be among a host

of singers to perform at a tribute
concert for the late Aretha Franklin
in January, the Recording Academy
and other groups announced on
Thursday. Alicia Keys, Yolanda
Adams, Patti Labelle and Janelle
Monae will also do songs from the
repertoire of the Queen of Soul at
the concert, to be hosted by film-
maker Tyler Perry on Jan. 13 in Los
Angeles.

Franklin, an 18-time Grammy
winner and considered by many the
greatest US gospel and soul singer,
died in August of pancreatic cancer

at the age of 76. Her six-hour long
funeral in her Detroit hometown,
featuring tributes by former US
President Bill Clinton and dozens of
singers, was broadcast live on US
television.

The tribute concert in Los
Angeles is a joint venture of the
Recording Academy, which selects
Grammy winners, Franklin’s long-
time record producer Clive Davis,
concert promoter AEG, and CBS
television. The concert will be
shown on CBS television at a later
date still be announced. “Aretha
was more than the Queen of Soul;
she was a national treasure. This
unique concert, featuring many of
today’s greatest artists, will cele-
brate Aretha in a spectacular man-
ner befitting her once-in-a-lifetime
talent,” Davis said in a statement.
Tickets for the concert go on sale
on Dec 31.—Reuters

Fifty years after the Woodstock festival became a
highpoint of 1960s counter-culture, featuring
performances by Jimi Hendrix, Joe Cocker, Janis

Joplin and other icons of the era, an anniversary event
is planned at the same site in New York. The Bethel
Woods Center for the Arts announced on its website
“a new festival of music, culture, and community”
from August 16-18 next year at the original location
of the 1969 concert, which took place on Max
Yasgur’s farm about 100 miles (160 kilometers) north
of New York city.

In conjunction with major concert promoter Live

Nation, the event will span the same dates as the
original festival and will include live performances
from “prominent and emerging artists spanning multi-
ple genres and decades,” alongside TED-style talks
from leading futurists and “retro-tech experts,” the
website said. 

“Fifty years ago, people gathered peacefully on our
site inspired to change the world through music. As the
stewards of this historic site, we remain committed to
preserving this rich history and spirit, and to educating
and inspiring new generations to contribute positively
to the world through music, culture, and community,”

Darlene Fedun, chief executive officer of the Bethel
Woods Center, said on the website.

While stars like Joplin and Hendrix died soon after
Woodstock, other legendary artists from the original
event-including Joan Baez and The Who-are still per-
forming. The Bethel Woods Center did not reveal who
will play at the anniversary event but said details will
come soon. Michael Lang, one of the promoters of the
original Woodstock, told a local newspaper that he also
intended to mark the anniversary, although no details
have been announced.

Woodstock took place in a United States convulsed

over its involvement in the war in Vietnam, the sexual
revolution, the emergence of a drug culture, and the
Black Power movement. The concert, which expected
fewer than 50,000 people, eventually drew about half a
million, a crowd which overwhelmed organizers, who
turned it into a free show that took place largely in
peace. In August, 2009, a 40th anniversary event in
Bethel, New York, included Joe McDonald and Canned
Heat among performers who sang at the original
event.—AFP 

‘Back to the garden’: Festival to mark Woodstock’s 50th


