
Sunday, December 30, 2018

8
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Experts accuse 
Congo warlord 
of mass rape
UNITED NATIONS: UN experts are accusing a
warlord in the Democratic Republic of Congo of
leading horrific gang rapes in South Kivu during
which women were held captive in a cave and treated
like sex slaves, according to a confidential report
obtained by AFP on Friday. The group of experts on
the DR Congo said in the report to the Security
Council that the overall situation was “volatile” as the
country heads toward elections to be held today.

“While the upcoming elections have continued to
raise security concerns, the group has not found
evidence of direct involvement of armed actors in
the electoral process,” said the 61-page report sent
to the council earlier this month. Based on inter-
views with victims, a witness, local authorities and
other sources, the experts found that the Raia
Mutomboki Kokodikoko faction had gang-raped 17
women in September and subjected them to torture
and sexual slavery.

“The group concluded that Masudi Alimasi
Kokodikoko, leader of a Raia Mutomboki faction in
Shabunda territory, was a lead perpetrator of the
gang rapes of at least 17 women in September 2018,”
said the report. The armed group abducted the
women, aged between 15 and 70, during raids on vil-
lages in the Lubila region of South Kivu on
September 8-9, the report said. The women and girls
were held captive in “a big stone cave” in the forest
and repeatedly raped during four days by the Raia
Mutomboki fighters, it said. “They also introduced
various tools into the vaginas of several of the
women, severely injuring some. Women who had
resisted being assaulted were additionally mistreat-
ed,” said the report.

Dancing and singing 
“Raia Mutomboki elements shouting

‘Tchai!Tchai!’ (Tea!Tea!) usually announced the
beginning of the rapes.” Rebels would then dance
and sing songs “described as full of insults” and
praising their chief. “Kokodikoko chose the women
he preferred, usually selecting the youngest ones,
and raped them first. He raped at least nine women.
It was only after he had raped the selected women
that he authorized or ordered his elements to rape
the women,” the report said.

The mass rapes allegedly involved child soldiers,
according to victims who said boys aged 15 and 16
were in the cave during the violence.  South Kivu has
been wracked by sexual violence in the decades of
conflict involving armed groups in the eastern DR
Congo. Congolese surgeon Denis Mukwege was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize this year for helping
women recover from the trauma of rape. 

During a phone call with the UN experts,
Kokodikoko denied any wrongdoing and rejected
allegations of mass rapes by his faction, the report
said. The experts recalled that perpetrators of sexual
violence could face sanctions under UN resolutions
and urged authorities to investigate and prosecute
those responsible.

Earlier on Friday, the DR Congo army said it had
arrested a militia chief accused of systematic rapes
in South Kivu. Isaac Chirambiza, who was detained
on Tuesday, heads another faction of Raia
Mutomboki, which portrays itself as defenders of
the Congolese against the FDLR, a Rwandan Hutu
group that has been fighting in eastern DR Congo
for decades. —AFP

NAIROBI: Tanzania’s tough-talking president John
Magufuli has earned respect by fighting corruption,
but international donors are now concerned by crack-
downs on human rights. The European Union,
Tanzania’s biggest development partner, and the World
Bank have recently taken measures to sanction repres-
sive policies.

Magufuli’s reputation was boosted when he battled
corruption after winning election in 2015. But accusa-
tions of repression are growing and donors and former
allies are increasingly frustrated at what they say are
moves that stifle dissent and create obstacles for jour-
nalists and rights activists. “The European Union and
some of its member countries, as well as the United
States, have repeatedly drawn the attention of the gov-
ernment to the human rights situation,” said a
European diplomat in Dar es Salaam on condition of
anonymity. “Even so, the situation continues to deteri-
orate, so we have had to move up a gear.”

In October, the governor of Dar es Salaam, Paul
Makonda, vowed to track down people suspected of
engaging in homosexuality — which is illegal in
Tanzania. In November, the EU said it would thorough-
ly review its financial support — more than $100 mil-
lion (88 million euros) a year — in response to moves
that undermined human rights and the rule of law.

Aid as political pressure 
The EU, which also recalled its ambassador, said it

was worried by “a shrinking of public space in
Tanzania through the tightening of restrictions on the
activities of civil society organisations, the media and
many political parties.” Washington accused the
Tanzanian government of fostering “an atmosphere of
violence, intimidation and discrimination.”

The EU’s decision to reconsider its aid coincided
with one by the World Bank to freeze a $300 million

(265 million euro) loan for girls’ education in protest
against a move to expel pregnant girls from school and
forbid them to continue their education after giving
birth. Meanwhile, Denmark announced the withdrawal
of $10 million in aid owing to “unacceptable homopho-
bic remarks”.

In mid-December, four US senators called for the
creation of a common front with “diplomatic partners”
to put pressure on the Tanzanian government. Magufuli
has sought to shrug off the cuts, boasting that
“Tanzania is on the right track”. The government also
insisted that the anti-gay crackdown in Dar es Salaam
was not official policy, but rather the “personal views”
of the city’s governor. Many donors remain uncon-
vinced however. 

Magufuli, who says the diplomatic freeze is only with
“those who do not want good to our country”, has
moved to flatter China. “The Chinese are our friends, true
long-time friends,” he said recently while inaugurating a
state-of-the-art library built with aid from Beijing.
Chinese funds are provided without conditions, he noted. 

Poorest hit hardest 
But observers say neither Magufuli nor donors want

the situation to get any worse. “It is possible that he
(Magufuli) changes his course, that he shows flexibility
if the pressure is maintained”, suggested Jenerali
Ulimwengu, an influential lawyer and a former
Tanzanian diplomat. “He cannot in any case rely only
on the Chinese, who... cannot provide all the necessary
help.”

As for the European diplomat in Dar es Salaam,
donors are well aware that cuts hit the poorest the
hardest. “But it is possible to send aid through other
channels, including civil society organizations,” the
diplomat added. “Bridges are not cut, discussions are
underway and we hope that the Tanzanian government

will eventually understand that development and
respect for human rights must go together.”

Others warn that using aid to influence govern-
ment pol icy could do more harm than good.
“Suddenly halting or stopping aid can have dire
unintended consequences for complex and impor-
tant projects helping vulnerable people,” wrote Irish

senator Fintan Warf ie ld, an openly gay LGBT
activist, in response to calls for Dublin to review its
support. “It is only through continued support to the
Tanzanian people and being a critical friend that we
can hope to improve the human rights situation in
Tanzania, and end the persecution of our LGBT+
brothers and sisters.” —AFP

Measures being taken to sanction repressive policies

Donors cutting aid to Tanzania 
as rights crackdown continues

DAR ES SALAAM: A Tanzanian gay man of 21-year-old, poses for photo on November 6, 2018 after the
Reginal Comissioner Paul Makonda launched an anti-gay crackdown, threatening to arrest people sus-
pected of being gay. —AFP

Row in France over
Macron bodyguard’s 
diplomatic passports
PARIS:  Accusat ions f lew in  France on Fr iday
between the office of President Emmanuel Macron
and his disgraced ex-bodyguard Alexandre Benalla
over diplomatic passports he was supposed to hand
over when he was sacked. Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian is set to refer the case to prosecutors
after reports that Benalla repeatedly used the pass-
ports following his dismissal in August.

Any use of these passports after he was sacked
“would be against the law”, the foreign ministry
warned in  a  statement . Benal la , in  a  let ter  to
Macron’s chief of staff Patrick Strzoda, of which AFP
has obtained a copy, acknowledged that he had been
in contact with Elysee staff since his departure. But
he insisted that none of his subsequent activities had
had anything to do with the government.

“At all times while carrying out the functions
entrusted to me by the Elysee, I never carried out
personal and private missions and certainly never
received payment as a result, directly or indirectly,”
he added. “I have never used any recommendation
or support from the presidency in the context of my
new activities”, he wrote. 

To suggest  so would be a complete l ie  and
defamatory, he added. Benalla, Macron’s campaign
bodyguard who was granted a senior security job
following the centrist’s election victory last year, had
twice been requested to give the passports back, the
foreign ministry statement said. But  Benal la ’s

entourage told AFP the passports were returned to
him after he was sacked.

He left them in his “office at the Elysee, and then
they were given back”, a source close to Benalla
said, accusing opponents of seeking to “destroy his
reputation”. His entourage refused to comment on
how Benal la may have used the passports. On
Thursday, investigative website Mediapart reported
that Benalla used a diplomatic passport to enter

several African countries as well as Israel in recent
weeks.

Benalla was at the centre of a major scandal this
summer after it emerged in July that he roughed up
protesters during a May Day demonstration in Paris
while wearing a police helmet. He was not fired until
after the media revelations, prompting a wave of
accusations from government opponents of a presi-
dential cover-up. —AFP

Juncker doubts
Romania 
can assume 
EU presidency
BERLIN: European Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker voiced doubts yester-
day about Romania’s ability to take over
the EU’s six-month rotating presidency
next month, amid tensions between
Bucharest and Brussels. Even if the country
is “technically well prepared”, the
“Bucharest government has not fully under-
stood what it means to preside over the
countries of the EU,” Juncker said in an
interview with the newspaper die Welt.

He said the EU presidency “requires a
willingness to listen to others and a willing-
ness to put one’s own concerns in the back-
ground. I have some doubts about this”. He
also questioned the capacity of the country,
faced with internal political tensions, to

appear as a “compact unit” in Europe.
Romania assumes the EU’s rotating presi-
dency on January 1 for the first time since it
joined the bloc in 2007, succeeding
Austria.

It comes as the EU is at loggerheads
with the increasingly populist government
in Bucharest on multiple fronts. Romania’s
left-wing government has recently begun
to adopt the sort of nationalist rhetoric
expounded by nearby Hungary and Poland.
Liviu Dragnea, head of the ruling Social
Democrats (PSD) and widely seen as
Romania’s most powerful man, has slammed
the EU as “unfair”, claiming Brussels is
seeking to deny Bucharest the “right to
hold its own opinions”. 

One of the main reasons for the cooling
of relations between Bucharest and
Brussels is the PSD’s planned overhaul of
Romania’s judiciary, which the government
says is aimed at clamping down on “abus-
es” by judges and magistrates. The
European Commission has called for the
reforms to be scrapped, saying they under-
mine the fight against corruption in one of
the EU’s most graft-prone states. 

Moreover, Romania may find it difficult

to speak with a united voice, given the tug-
of-war between the government of Viorica
Dancila — the third PSD prime minister
since 2016 — and centre-right President

Klaus Iohannis. A staunch pro-European
who has frequently clashed with the gov-
ernment, Iohannis represents Romania on
the European Council. —AFP

BRUSSELS: In this file photo taken on February 21, 2018, EU Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker (R) welcomes Romanian Prime Minister Viorica
Dancila before their bilateral meeting at the EU headquarters. —AFP

PARIS: In this file photo taken on February 24, 2018 French President Emmanuel Macron (C,L) flanked by
Elysee senior security officer Alexandre Benalla (C,R) visits the 55th International Agriculture Fair (Salon de
l’Agriculture) at the Porte de Versailles exhibition center. —AFP

Sudan police stop 
protests as oppn 
leader arrested
KHARTOUM: Sudanese police broke up several protests held
after Friday prayers, as security agents arrested a top opposi-
tion leader following calls for more demonstrations against a

rise in bread prices. Angry crowds have taken to the streets in
Khartoum and other cities since December 19 after a govern-
ment decision to hike the cost of bread.

Nineteen people have been killed so far in the protests, the
government said, and the UN on Friday called on the authori-
ties in Sudan to investigate the deaths. Police fired tear gas at
hundreds of worshippers who staged demonstrations after
Friday prayers in several cities, including Khartoum and its twin
city of Omdurman on the west bank of the Nile, witnesses said.

Photographs posted by activists on social media net-
works showed thick plumes of smoke rising from some
neighborhoods in Khartoum as protesters burnt garbage

and tires. In Omdurman, crowds of worshippers chanted
“Freedom, Peace, Justice” as they poured out of a mosque
belonging to main opposition National Umma Party, a wit-
ness said. But they were quickly confronted by anti-riot
police, the witness added.

The protests came as opposition groups called for more
anti-government rallies to be held over the next few days. A
group of opposition parties met late on Thursday and agreed
to “push for more protests” in the coming days, the Sudanese
Communist Party said in a statement. Several opposition par-
ty members have been arrested amid a crackdown on
demonstrations. —AFP


