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WASHINGTON: According to President Don-
ald Trump, federal workers affected by the US
government shutdown support him as he insists
on no deal until Congress funds a wall on the
Mexican border. But rather than cheering him on,
many of the 800,000 workers forced either to
work without salaries or go on unpaid leave are
voicing growing anxiety as they wonder how to
pay approaching bills or buy holiday gifts for
their children. After past shutdowns, Congress
quickly ensured that federal workers were
retroactively paid. But the end of the month is
approaching with no headway on reopening the
government. Kevin, a statistician at the Census
Bureau, said he recently relocated to Washing-
ton with his wife and two-and-a-half-year-old
son from North Carolina in search of the long-
term stability of a government job.

But he said he used up his savings to finance
the move and that his son has required early in-
tervention services for delayed development.
“Taking care for a kid with special needs is
draining physically, mentally and financially,” he
told AFP in an email.

“Our budget is really tight and getting tighter.
I no longer purchase clothes for myself and I cut
my own hair.” He may also have to put his rent
on a credit card, added Kevin, asking that his
surname be withheld because of rules against
government employees speaking on politics.

Kevin’s colleagues have reassured him that
they have survived similar situations. The shut-
down is the third this year, after two brief funding

gaps, and another stoppage in 2013 was resolved
after 16 days. But Kevin is less optimistic this time,
saying Trump, facing multiple crises, was acting
like a “cornered animal.” Asked Wednesday on a
surprise trip to Iraq how long the shutdown will
last, Trump replied: “Whatever it takes.”

Syl, who works at the Internal Revenue Service,
said she only had enough savings to pay her up-
coming rent and a few other expenses after spend-
ing on travel and gifts for the holidays. While
acknowledging that “I don’t have it as bad as other
employees” with children, she said that she re-
sented “being used as a political pawn for the wall.”

Panic as bills approach 
One of the major unions of federal workers, the

National Treasury Employees Union, said nearly
80 percent of members indicated in a survey they
were “very concerned” about paying for housing
and other living expenses. Some government em-
ployees and their families shared their predica-
ments online with the hashtag #ShutdownStories.
@katyjb88 wrote that her husband was in the
Coast Guard and that they had one child with an-
other on the way. They live in New York where
they pay more than $2,000 a month in rent.

While active military are exempted from the
shutdown, the Coast Guard is affected. Even if
they are paid later, she wrote, “that won’t help
with bills due on the 1st.”

For others, including @Ancient_Scout, conse-
quences are even more immediate.  “Broke my
lease to accept new fed job for which I have to

attend 7 months of training in another state. Train-
ing canceled with shutdown,” @Ancient_Scout
tweeted. “Homeless. Can’t afford short(?)-term
housing/have to work full-time for no pay/return-
ing Xmas presents.”

@juliedotburr said that as a government con-
tractor she will not get paid at all so long as the
shutdown persists. “I am a single mom in panic
mode. Picking up extra shifts at my 2nd job but
it won’t pay the rent!” she wrote.

Signs of solidarity are growing in Washing-

ton, where lawmakers return Thursday with no
deal in sight. The Z-Burger restaurant is offering
hamburgers free to federal employees, while
Spanish chef Jose Andres, a longstanding critic
of Trump, has invited the workers for a free
sandwich in all of his Washington restaurants
from 2pm to 5 pm. But there are occasional signs
of support for Trump, who has made a wall and
a tough line on immigration the centerpiece of
his 2016 campaign and said Tuesday that federal
workers “want border security.” —AFP

US workers fret at making ends 
meet as govt shutdown persists

Trump insists on no deal until Congress funds a wall on Mexican border

WASHINGTON: A sign is displayed on a government building that is closed because of a US government shut-
down in Washington, DC, on December 22, 2018. The partial US government shutdown is set to stretch as the
Senate adjourned with no deal to end it in sight.  —AFP

Russia plays down 
idea of forming 
a joint body 
with OPEC 
MOSCOW: It is highly unlikely that
OPEC and other oil producers would set
up a joint structure due to the additional
red tape it would create as well as the
risk of US monopoly-related sanctions,
Russian Energy Minister Alexander
Novak said yesterday. The Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and
other top oil producers led by Russia
have since the end of 2016 made an un-
precedented joint effort to curb output
and support prices.

OPEC and Russia jointly produce more
than 40 percent of the world’s oil. Russia’s
energy ministry had said that Moscow
and OPEC lynchpin Saudi Arabia had
reached a general agreement that the
OPEC+ format should be “institutional-

ized” and extended until 2019 and beyond
to monitor the market and take joint ac-
tion if needed.

However, Novak said such an idea has
been ditched. “There is a consensus that
there will be no such organization. That’s
because it requires additional bureau-
cratic brouhaha in relation to financing,
cartel, with the US side,” Novak told a
briefing to reporters.

I think, non-OPEC (countries) will not
agree as they don’t want to be hit by
sanctions.”

Proposed US legislation known as
“NOPEC” could open OPEC up to anti-
trust lawsuits but has long laid dormant,
with previous US presidents signalling
that they would veto any move to make it
law. However, US President Donald Trump
has been a vocal critic of OPEC, blaming
it for high oil prices and urging it to in-
crease output.

“This won’t be an organization, this
is some mechanism of cooperation: to
convene, to discuss, adopt some mem-
orandums, joint resolutions,” Novak
said about future cooperation with
OPEC. —Reuters

European markets 
slide as global 
rally falters
LONDON: Europe’s major stock markets kicked
lower yesterday as investors shrugged off bumper
Wall Street gains, cashed in recent profits and
eyed mounting uncertainties on the horizon of the
global economy. Wall Street had roared back to
life on Wednesday, shaking off four straight routs
following strong retail sales data and White House
reassurances that Federal Reserve Chair Jay Pow-
ell won’t be fired.

Asian equities mostly sparkled yesterday, with
Tokyo surging but Chinese stocks slid on weak
data. European equities also hit a wall, slipping
into negative territory in low-volume trade with
many investors away for a long festive break. In
late morning deals, Frankfurt stocks tanked 1.7
percent as the market opened for the first time this
week-and played catch-up with Monday’s heavy
losses elsewhere in Europe. London sank 0.8 per-
cent and Paris shed almost 0.1 percent compared
with Monday’s closing levels.

“The rally which we experienced over on Wall
Street yesterday has hit the wall,” ThinkMarkets
analyst Naeem Aslam said. “Investors are busy
profit-taking. Basically, we are struggling for the
momentum to continue.” New York stocks had
hurtled higher in post-Christmas trade on

Wednesday, following strong data and White
House reassurances that Powell would remain in
his post. Sentiment also improved after a
Bloomberg News report said a US government
delegation would travel to Beijing in early January
to hold trade talks, the first face-to-face discus-
sion since US President Donald Trump and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping agreed on a 90-day
trade war truce.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average finished
up nearly 1,100 points, or about five percent, at
22,878.45 points, and the broad-based S&P
500 also flew five percent higher. Investors in
Europe however took the new-found optimism
in their stride. Russ Mould, investment director
at stockbroker AJ Bell, warned that Wednes-
day’s “Boxing Day bonanza” could yet prove to
be a “bear trap”. —AFP

TOKYO: Pedestrians walk past a stock indicator board show-
ing the share price of the Tokyo Stock Exchange (left) and
the New York Dow (right) in Tokyo yesterday. —AFP


