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People buy lottery tickets at the Nimet Abla lottery stand in Istanbul. — AFP photos

Turkey’s ‘Big Sister Nimet’ 
lottery selling hope for 90 years

Each year in the run-up to the New Year
draw, thousands of people flock to the most
famous lottery stand in Istanbul, drawn by

the promise on display: “Nimet Abla will make
you win.” For 90 years, the lottery booth has
drawn large numbers of Turks, filled with hope in
these troubled economic times, largely because it
has convinced people
that it is there that they
have the best chance of
winning. And so the peo-
ple flock to the booth, ig-
noring what is a growing
chorus of the pious who
consider gambling a sin.

Excited customers
take a selfie in front of
the ticket counters in
Eminonu district, close
to one of the most beautiful Ottoman mosques
in Istanbul, Yeni Cami. A dozen security guards
form a cordon around the stall to stop queue-
jumpers, redirecting them towards the end of the
queue which extends for several hundreds of
meters. With a waiting time of up to three or four
hours at the weekend, those wishing to buy tick-
ets have to be patient. Fortunately for Kemal, he
has plenty of it.

“I’ve been trying my luck with Nimet Abla for

50 years,” the retired man says. “I have never
won... for now!” Nimet Abla, which means “Big
Sister Nimet” in Turkish, owes its name and for-
tune to founder Melek Nimet Ozden. A formida-
ble businesswoman, she ruled over the lottery
world for half a century, after selling her first
ticket in 1928.

Following her death in
1978, her nephew, who is
today called Nimet Abi
(“Big Brother Nimet”),
took over the business,
and it continues to pros-
per. “We sell more and
more tickets each year,”
Nimet Ozden, 64, tells
AFP. He says they sold
three million tickets last
year, “a tenth of all lot-

tery tickets in Turkey”.

Carefully cultivated legend    
As well as the historic booth in Eminonu,

Nimet Abla has two other outlets selling tickets in
Istanbul, to which customers flock from all over
Turkey. This year the New Year jackpot is worth
70 million Turkish lira (around 11.5 million euros).
One ticket costs 70 lira (11.5 euros), but there is
also “a half-ticket” or even a “quarter of a ticket”.

Nimet Abla will 
make you win


