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CARITA: Indonesia yesterday raised the danger
alert level for an erupting volcano that sparked a
killer tsunami at the weekend, after earlier warning
that fresh activity at the crater threatened to trig-
ger another deadly wave. Authorities also widened
a no-go zone around rumbling Anak Krakatoa to
five kilometers — up from a previous two kilome-
ters — and warned shell-shocked residents to stay
away from the coast, after more than 400 were
killed by Saturday night’s wave.

Plumes of ash burst into the sky as pyroclastic
flows — hot gas and other volcanic material —
flowed down the crater, threatening anyone too
close to the volcano and raising the risk of rough
seas for boats in the vicinity. “There is a danger of
more eruptions,” said national disaster agency
spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nugroho. “People (near
the volcano) could be hit by hot rocks, pyroclastic
flows and thick ash.” Authorities raised the crater’s
status to high alert, the second-highest warning on
the country’s four-point danger scale, while avia-
tion officials ordered flights to be redirected away
from the area.

‘Just pray for us’ 
The new flows posed no immediate danger to

nearby towns as the volcano sits in the middle of
the Sunda Strait between Java and Sumatra islands.
But the status change sparked new fears with
many residents already scared and refusing to re-
turn to their communities over fears of another
tsunami.  “This worries me,” said Ugi Sugiarti, a
cook at the Augusta Hotel in hard-hit Carita. “I’ve

already left.”Sukma, a security guard at the shat-
tered Mutiara Carita Cottages, added: “Just please
pray for us and that everything will be okay.” A
section of the crater — which emerged at the site
of the Krakatoa volcano, whose massive 1883
eruption killed at least 36,000 people — collapsed
after an eruption and slid into the ocean, triggering
Saturday night’s killer wave. Before and after satel-
lite images taken by Japan’s space agency showed
that a two square kilometer chunk of the volcanic
island had collapsed into the water.

At least 430 people were killed in the disaster,
with 1,495 people injured and another 159 were
missing.  Nearly 22,000 people have been evacu-
ated and are living in shelters. On Wednesday
evening, the disaster agency said that wind was
blowing “ash and sand” from the volcano to the
nearby towns of Cilegon and Serang on Java, and
advised residents to wear masks and glasses if
they had to venture outdoors.

Early warning system 
Torrential rains have sparked flooding in some

areas, hampering the relief effort and heaping
more misery on the stricken region, as thousands
cram emergency shelters. Medical workers have
warned that clean water and medicine supplies
were running low — stoking fears of a public
health crisis. Indonesia, a vast Southeast Asian
archipelago, is one of the most disaster-hit na-
tions on Earth due to its position straddling the
so-called Pacific Ring of Fire, where tectonic
plates collide.

The tsunami was Indonesia’s third major nat-
ural disaster in six months, following a series of
powerful earthquakes on the island of Lombok in
July and August and a quake-tsunami in Septem-
ber that killed around 2,200 people in Palu on Su-
lawesi island, with thousands more missing and
presumed dead. The disaster agency has said it
installed new sensors to better monitor tremors
at the volatile volcano. The agency initially said
there was no tsunami threat at all, even as the
killer wave crashed ashore.

It was later forced to issue a correction and an
apology as it pointed to a lack of early warning
systems for the high death toll. One of the hard-
est-hit areas — Tanjung Lesung — is on a list of
10 destinations that Jakarta wants to turn into an-
other Bali, the holiday island hotspot which draws
millions of tourists annually. “We need to have
(tsunami) early warning systems, especially in
tourist destinations,” Indonesia’s tourism minister
Arief Yahya said yesterday. “We’re going to make
that happen.”  — AFP 

Indonesia hikes danger level 
for deadly tsunami volcano

Authorities raised the crater’s status to high alert

RAJABASA: A girl washes dishes outside makeshift tents for displaced residents in Rajabasa in Lampung
province. —AFP

Thai anti-graft agency 
drops probe into 
‘Rolex General’
BANGKOK: A graft probe into the luxury watch
collection of Thailand’s junta number two was
dropped yesterday, sparking the ire of the public
and political opponents of the military. The country’s
anti-corruption agency cited “no grounds” for an
investigation into the scandal surrounding Prawit
Wongsuwan’s penchant for pricey timepieces,
which captivated the kingdom earlier this year and
drew criticisms in a rare lightning rod of dissent as
the Thai public grew weary after four years of mil-
itary rule. 

The 73-year-old was caught last December
wearing a luxury watch in a photo, inspiring online
sleuths to dig up old photos of at least 22 watches
collectively worth $1.2 million on his wrist, including
11 Rolexes, eight Patek Philippes and three Richard
Milles. Questions arose over how a general on a rel-
atively humble public servant’s salary could afford
items undeclared on his $2.7 million list of assets on
taking office, leading the kingdom’s anti-graft
agency to open a probe into his wrist bling.

The National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) announced yesterday in a press confer-

ence its eight-person committee voted 5-3 to dis-
miss the case. “This case has no grounds that Gen-
eral Prawit Wongsuwan had intended...to hide the
truth or had intended to hide the origins of such as-
sets,” said NACC deputy secretary-general
Worawit Sukboon. The investigation found that all
the watches adorning Prawit’s wrists belonged to
his now-deceased friend, wealthy businessman Pat-
tawat Suksriwong.  “He had also lent his luxury
watches to his other friends.”

Worawit added the NACC is still investigating if
the general had breached the commission’s rules for
accepting assets worth 3,000 baht ($92). Prawit,
who is defense minister, was one of the architects of
the 2014 coup toppling the government of then-pre-
mier Yingluck Shinawatra. The National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO), the junta’s political name,
has long wielded its anti-corruption credentials
while junta leader Prayut Chan-O-Cha has voiced
an interest in returning to politics as the country
looks toward elections slated for February 24.

Thailand’s biggest party Pheu Thai — which was
headed by deposed premier Yingluck and her
brother Thaksin — blasted the anti-graft commis-
sion’s decision. “We believe it is a double standard.
The fact is that (Prawit’s) actions violated laws and
his reasons are groundless,” said party spokes-
woman Ladawan Wongsriwong. Upstart Future
Forward Party called the anti-graft agency a “tool”
for the NCPO.  —AFP

Songs and toys 
for Indonesia’s 
disaster-zone kids
LABUHAN: Via Sundari Octavia keeps a
watchful eye on her small children as they sing
and dance — part of a trauma healing pro-
gram for kids displaced by Indonesia’s deadly
tsunami. Octavia was with dozens of parents
lining the edge of a futsal pitch turned evacu-
ation shelter in the town of Labuan yesterday,
where relief workers played games with chil-
dren to take their minds off the disaster.

The 30-year-old, her husband and three
children — two sons aged three and five and
a baby boy — survived the killer wave that
killed more than 400 people and left many
homeless. But they have little left beyond the
clothes on their back and some meager be-
longings strewn on the floor. “My house was
swept away by the waves,” Octavia told AFP,
as she sat on a tarpaulin, clothes drying on a
fence behind her. “I only brought few things
with me, everything else is gone.”

At another relief centre in hard-hit
Kalianda, volunteers handed out drawings
for kids to color along with stuffed animals
and other toys. But volunteers in both places
were also keeping a close eye out for signs

of distress, with some youngsters eating little
and struggling to sleep. “Psychologically,
many children have been affected,” said Dina
Amanah Tayusani from children’s aid group
Anak Banten. “They lost their parents...
Many of them lost their homes and their be-
longings.”

An eruption of the Anak Krakatoa volcano,
which sits in the middle of the Sunda Strait
between Java and Sumatra islands, caused a
section of the crater to collapse and slide into
the ocean, triggering the killer tsunami on
Saturday evening. The waves washed over
popular beaches, inundating tourist hotels and
beachside communities on both sides of the
strait — leaving a trail of death and destruc-
tion in their wake.

Yesterday, the disaster death toll was at
430 with some 159 still missing, as authori-
ties raised the danger alert level for the rum-
bling volcano amid fears of another tsunami.
Medical workers have warned that clean
water and medicine supplies are running low.
Children are now the most vulnerable of
some 22,000 people forced from their
homes, said Michel Rooijackers, an advisor
to Yayasan Sayangi Tunas Cilik, a Save the
Children partner in Indonesia. The organiza-
tion was handing out shelter and hygiene kits
for about 10,000 people and setting up
spaces to help distressed kids. “The situation
in the temporary shelters is improving but
not optimal,” he said.  —AFP


