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RIO DE JANEIRO: Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil’s new
president from next Tuesday, persuaded voters in
Latin America’s biggest country to elevate him to
leader on extreme-right vows to restore security
that eclipsed his record of racism, misogyny and
homophobia. The 63-year-old former paratrooper
and veteran lawmaker is openly nostalgic for the
1964-1985 military dictatorship that imposed
calm in the streets. But he denies being a threat to
democracy, saying he will be a “slave to the con-
stitution” who will govern “with authority but not
authoritarianism.”

The man with the sharp blue gaze has vowed
to ease gun laws to allow “good” people to dis-
pense justice themselves. “If a truck driver is
armed when someone tries to steal his cargo, the
robber is killed,” and the driver will go unpun-
ished, he said the day after his election. “That will
cut violence in Brazil for sure.” Bolsonaro himself
was the victim of violence. On September 6, as he
was campaigning, he was stabbed in the stomach
by a mentally unbalanced lone assailant in a
crowd, nearly costing him his life. That only bur-
nished his image as a “legend” — the nickname
his most ardent supporters have given him.

‘Tropical Trump’ 
A keen social media user, with nine million fol-

lowers on his Facebook page, Bolsonaro shares
quite a bit in common with US President Donald
Trump. Both prefer electronic messaging directly
to their base without having to answer pesky
journalists’ questions, and both regularly mangle
syntax — yet come up with pithy sayings their
fans gleefully repeat.

Bolsonaro’s political stance on issues other
than crime is not entirely clear as he has changed
direction and parties several times over the years.
For instance, while he has in the past hewed to a

protectionist view of Brazil economy, he flipped
around ahead of the election to bring in a US-
trained economist with free-market views, Paulo
Guedes, into his team. Guedes will be his econ-
omy minister, heading up a superministry in
charge of finances, investment and labor.

Unlike Trump, Bolsonaro had a long political
career behind him before his election, having held
a seat in the lower-house Chamber of Deputies
since 1991. Nevertheless, he presents himself as
an outsider. “He speaks of politicians as if he isn’t
part of their world. He’s managed to give off an
image of a strongman who has a hard line and
who will fight corruption,” explained Michael Mo-
hallem, a law professor at the Getulio Vargas
Foundation.

He is backed by powerful lobbies in parliament,
notably those representing the interests of
agribusiness and evangelicals. Bolsonaro himself
is Catholic, a fact that has earned him some scorn
from the religious for having fathered five children
from three relationships. After having four sons he
said in 2017 he must have “weakened” because his
last offspring was a daughter. Three of his sons
are politicians. The eldest, Flavio, who was elected
to the senate, has been caught up in a scandal
over suspect transactions in the name of a former
aide that far surpassed the aide’s salary.

Bolsonaro has also had to rap the knuckles of
his third-born, Eduardo, several times. For in-
stance that son, a deputy, has said he would wel-
come a referendum on bringing back the death
penalty, prompting his father to tweet that the
issue would not even be brought up during his
mandate.

Controversial remarks 
Bolsonaro was born in 1955 in Campinas, a

town close to the megalopolis of Sao Paulo, to a

family of Italian descent. His military career was
marked by moments of insubordination, and in the
1980s he was accused of being involved in a bomb
plot designed to bring about a pay rise. But he was
also known in the army, where he rose to the rank
of captain, for his sporting prowess, earning him
the nickname of “Cavalao,” or “Big horse.”

Bolsonaro has spent most of his political ca-
reer in Rio, where he was elected a municipal
councilor in 1988 before winning his first mandate
as a federal deputy three and a half years later. In
Congress he earned a reputation more for his

controversial insults and remarks than for legisla-
tive work, passing only two bills in 27 years. In
2014 he created headlines by verbally attacking a
leftwing deputy, Maria do Rosario, who he said
was “not worth raping” because he considered
her “too ugly.” Two years later he created more
waves by positively evoking a torturer from the
dictatorship era. Bolsonaro has also multiplied
anti-gay statements. In 2011, for instance, he told
Playboy magazine that he would prefer to see a
son “killed in an accident” than declare himself
homosexual. — AFP 

Brazil’s new far-right leader 
sees guns as answer to crime

Allow ‘good’ people to dispense justice themselves

Venezuelan 
military personnel
jailed over
‘Maduro plot’
CARACAS: Nine members of the Venezuelan
armed forces were sentenced to up to eight
years in prison for plotting to overthrow
President Nicolas Maduro in 2014, the
Supreme Court said on Wednesday. General
Oswaldo Hernandez and retired Colonel Jose
Delgado were among those sentenced to a
minimum of five years, the court said in a
statement.

Venezuela’s top court rejected a final ap-
peal from the nine defendants who had al-
ready seen previous motions dismissed by
both a lower court and a court-martial. They
were accused of “preparing in 2014 an insur-
rectional and destabilizing movement, called

operation Jericho, against the government.”
The opposition has accused the supreme
court of “serving” Maduro’s interests. All
nine defendants were arrested between
March and May 2014.

According to local press reports, the plan
was for certain military detachments to arrest
Maduro and other high-ranking government
officials in a bid to spark a citizens’ revolt to
oust the regime. Maduro, who frequently de-
nounces plots against him, insisted at the start
of December that the United States was plan-
ning to overthrow him with the help of Colom-
bia’s right-wing government and Brazil’s
far-right president-elect Jair Bolsonaro.

The socialist leader, who has overseen
Venezuela’s descent into the worst economic
crisis of its history, is due to begin a second
mandate on January 10 after winning an
election earlier this year that was branded a
fraud by the US, European Union, opposi-
tion groups and the Organization of Ameri-
can States. According to the Foro Penal
charity, there are 278 political prisoners
being held in Venezuela, among them 80 mil-
itary personnel. — AFP

Protests in DR
Congo after 
election delay
BENI: Police fired teargas and shots were
heard as hundreds of people in eastern DR
Congo protested yesterday at a move to delay
upcoming elections in their region, an AFP re-
porter said. Demonstrations erupted a day after
the Democratic Republic of Congo’s national
election commission announced that Sunday’s
nationwide vote would be postponed in several
troubled areas until March.

However, the vote will continue to take place
in the rest of the country as scheduled, and the
next president will be sworn in on January 18, it
said. In the province of North Kivu, the region
most affected by the decision, several hundred
demonstrators gathered in the administrative
district of the city of Beni. Gunshots were heard
over a roughly hour-long period, but it was un-
clear who was shooting or if there were any ca-
sualties. In Goma, the provincial capital,
demonstrators set up barricades in the districts

of Majengo and Katimbo and at the entrance to
the university. Police fired teargas and made at
least half a dozen arrests, said an AFP reporter
at the scene. The election postponement applies
to the cities of Beni and Butembo in North Kivu,
as well as to the territory of Yumbi in the south-
western province of Mai-Ndombe.

Around three percent of some 40 million
registered voters will be affected by the delay.
The announcement by the Independent Na-
tional Election Commission (CENI) blamed mili-
tia violence and an outbreak of Ebola in North
Kivu, and inter-communal clashes in Yumbi.
Sunday’s election will be the DRC’s first presi-
dential ballot in seven years. Legislative and mu-
nicipal elections are being held at the same time.

The presidential vote should have been held
in 2016 when President Joseph Kabila, in power
since 2001, reached a two-term limit set under
the constitution. But he remained in office, in-
voking a caretaker clause under the constitu-
tion. The elections were twice postponed until
a new date was set for December 23 — and
were then delayed by another week. CENI
blamed a warehouse fire that destroyed elec-
tion equipment. The problems have fueled ten-
sions in the DRC, one of Africa’s most volatile
countries, prompting concern among its neigh-
bors, the UN and western powers. — AFP 

JUIZ DE FORA: In this file photo taken on September 06, 2018 Brazilian right-wing pres-
idential candidate Jair Bolsonaro gestures after being stabbed in the stomach during a
campaign rally. —  AFP 


