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KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s interior and defense com-
mittee yesterday rejected a draft law to allow authorities to grant
Kuwaiti citizenship to non-Muslims which is prohibited under the
law, head of the committee said. MP Askar Al-Enezi said the re-
jection was based on a constitutional provision which states that
“Islam is the official religion of the state.”

Kuwait’s nationality law issued for the first time in 1959 allowed
the naturalization of non-Muslims but this provision was amended

by the National Assembly in 1981 thus prohibiting granting citi-
zenship to non-Muslims.

The legal and legislative committee less than a month ago ap-
proved the draft law, saying it did not violate the constitution. But
Islamist and conservative lawmakers strongly opposed the move
and vowed to reject when it comes for voting in the assembly.

Enezi said that the government also rejected the draft law, sup-
porting the opinion of the committee. Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah attended the meeting.

The lawmaker said the interior minister informed the commit-

tee that the government will submit a draft law proposing amend-
ments to the nationality law. The amendments will allow granting
citizenship to wives and widows of Kuwaiti men and the foreign
children of Kuwaiti women after reaching the legal age.

In the meantime, the assembly’s human rights committee yes-
terday approved a draft law granting civil and social rights for
Bedoons or stateless people, head of the committee MP Adel Al-
Damkhi said. Damkhi said the bill provides comprehensive rights
to tens of thousands of Bedoons in the country. The bill needs to
be passed by the National Assembly in a vote.

Kuwait hosts Arab
Robotics Championship
KUWAIT: Head of the Arab
Robot Championship Amir Abdul
Ghafoor announced yesterday
that the 12th Arab Open Robotics
Championship kicks-off on Janu-
ary 8th in Kuwait under the pa-
tronage of Minister of Education
and Minister of Higher Education
Dr Hamed Mohammad Al-Azmi.

The competition, which runs
until January 10th, is organized
by Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for
Giftedness and Creativity
(SACGC), an affiliate of Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Science (KFAS) and in
cooperation with Arab Robotics Society at Sabah Al-Salem
Theater in Kuwait University (KU), Abdul Ghafoor said in a
press statement.

The contest, hosted by Kuwait for the second time after
hosting the first Arab Open Robotics Championship in
2008, will be participated by several student teams from
different age groups starting from 9 years old and above,
he added. There will be around 500 participants in the aim
of re-shaping the interests of science and technology, to de-
velop skills in; engineering, creativity, electronics, program-
ming, teamwork and artificial intelligence, Abdul Ghafoor
explained. — KUNA

FM receives new
Venezuelan envoy’s
credentials
KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received yesterday the cre-
dentials of Venezuela’s new ambassador to the State of Kuwait.
During the reception, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled wished the new
ambassador best of luck and more developed relations between
Kuwait and Venezuela. The meeting was attended by Deputy For-
eign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister,
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Assistant For-
eign Minister for Protocols Ambassador Dhari Al-Ajran, and sev-
eral other senior officials of the Foreign Ministry. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah (left) and other officials attend the parliament’s interior affairs and defense committee meeting yesterday. — KUNA 

Assembly panel rejects
citizenship for non-Muslims

Panel nods to social, civil rights for Bedoons

Sheikh Khaled 
meets Saudi Deputy
Interior Minister

Amir Abdul Ghafoor

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah met yesterday with Saudi Deputy In-
terior Minister Dr Nasser Al-Dawoud and the accompanying del-
egation, discussing with them issues of mutual concern. The
Interior Ministry said in a press release that the meeting focused
on topics pertinent to security cooperation. Both Sheikh Khaled
Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and Saudi Arabia’s Dr Dawoud stressed the
importance of developing the strong bilateral ties especially within
the security domain. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled
Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah meets with Saudi Deputy Interior Minister Dr
Nasser Al-Dawoud.— KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah receives the new Venezuelan Ambas-
sador’s credentials. — KUNA


