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ABU DHABI: Real Madrid's players celebrate with the trophy after winning the FIFA Club World Cup final football match Spain's Real Madrid vs Abu Dhabi's Al Ain at the Zayed Sports City Stadium in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab
Emirates, yesterday. — AFP

Napoli keep 
pressure on
Juventus, AC Milan 
drop out of top four
MILAN: Defender Raul Albiol scored the only goal as
Napoli kept the pressure on Juventus with a 1-0 win
over SPAL in Serie A yesterday, but AC Milan dropped
out of the top four after losing by the same scoreline at
home to Fiorentina.

Albiol got his head to a Dries Mertens corner to
score his first goal this season just before the break
with goalkeeper Alex Meret ensuring the hosts kept all
three points by denying SPAL’s Alberto Paloschi and
Mohamed Fares late on.

Carlo Ancelotti’s side to within five points of cham-
pions Juventus, who will look to maintain their unbeat-
en run against ninth-placed Roma in Turin later. Inter
Milan are third, nine points behind Napoli ahead of
their match with bottom club Chievo.

“Thinking of Juventus is likely to demotivate us,”

said Ancelotti. “We have to think about ourselves
because this team can do more, we have room for
improvement and I say it after today’s match, which
was not amazing.”

In Milan, Federico Chiesa’s second-half scorcher
pushed AC Milan out of the Champions League places
at the expense of Lazio. The pressure is on Gennaro
Gattuso as his side are a point behind Lazio, who end-
ed their five-match winless league run with a 3-1 win
over Cagliari in Rome.

Fiorentina meanwhile move up to seventh, just three
points off the top four places after achieving back-to-
back wins for just the second time this season. “There’s
no use looking at who’s to blame. The team is going
through a bad moment,” said Gattuso, whose side have
take just two points from their last three games and
crashed out of the Europa League.

Krzysztof Piatek extended his lead at the top of the
Serie A scoring charts when he scored his 13th goal of
the season in Genoa’s 3-1 win over Atalanta, the Polish
striker moving two ahead of Juventus star Cristiano
Ronaldo after sealing the points two minutes from the
end. Earlier Sergej Milinkovic-Savic scored his first
goal in three months as Lazio got back winning at the
Stadio Olimpico. Serbian midfielder Milinkovic-Savic
scored 12 times in the league last season but this term
had only found the net once against Genoa on
September 23. — AFP

NAPLES: SPAL’s Italian forward Alberto Paloschi (L) and Napoli’s Italian forward Lorenzo Insigne go for the ball during
the Italian Serie A Football match Napoli vs SPAL 2013 yesterday at the San Paolo stadium Naples. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Real Madrid eased to a third straight
Club World Cup title as Luka Modric and Sergio
Ramos scored in a 4-1 final victory over home team Al
Ain in Abu Dhabi yesterday. The European champions
have struggled at times this season but had little trouble
in brushing aside Al Ain, whose surprise run to the final
included a comeback from 3-0 down against Team
Wellington and a shock last-four win over River Plate.

The Spanish giants have now won a record four
Club World Cup titles, pulling one clear of arch rivals
Barcelona, who were in La Liga action yesterday. Real
boss Santiago Solari, who has had to deal with
rumours surrounding his future after former Los
Blancos coach Jose Mourinho’s sacking by Manchester
United earlier this week, named a strong side including
Modric, Toni Kroos and Gareth Bale.

Ballon d’Or winner Modric gave Real a 14th-minute

lead, and Marcos Llorente’s fantastic volley wrapped
up the win on the hour mark before Sergio Ramos’ late
third and Tsukasa Shiotani’s consolation.

Yahia Nader put through his own net in injury time
as Real comfortably claimed their 11th win in 13 games
and a first trophy since Solari took over from the
sacked Julen Lopetegui in October.

Al Ain started brightly and came close to taking a
shock lead when Sweden international striker Marcus
Berg could only prod the ball into the gloves of goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois.

But Real did not wait long to make Berg pay, as
Karim Benzema teed up Modric, who took a touch
before curling a fine left-footed strike into the bottom
corner. Benzema went close with a blocked effort,
before also firing over the bar. A second goal always
looked likely to arrive sooner rather than later, with

Modric denied by an excellent save from Al Ain ‘keeper
Khalid Eisa.

But the Emiratis hung in the game and could have
levelled when Rayan Yaslam Mohamad Al Jaberi could
only slice a shot out of play for a throw-in. Real dou-
bled their lead, though, as 23-year-old midfielder
Llorente drilled home his first goal for the club with a
wonderful volley from just outside the area.

The game was all over as a contest in the 79th
minute when Ramos climbed above the Al Ain defence
to power a trademark header into the net from
Modric’s corner. Japanese midfielder Shiotani glanced
in a Caio free-kick to grab Al Ain an 86th-minute con-
solation, but Nader deflected Junior Vinicius’ effort
past Eisa in the first minute of added time.

Earlier,  South American champions River Plate
thrashed Japanese side Kashima Antlers 4-0 in the

third place playoff at the Club World Cup yesterday.
Argentine side River, who beat arch-rivals Boca
Juniors to win the Copa Libertadores this month but
suffered a humiliating defeat by Al Ain in a penalty
shootout in the semi-finals, took the lead midway
through the first half with a header from midfielder
Bruno Zuculini.

Gonzalo “Pity” Martinez signed off from a memo-
rable career with the Argentine club, including two
Copa Libertadores triumphs, by scoring twice in the
second half after coming off the bench in his last
appearance before heading to MLS side Atlanta
United. Martinez increased River’s lead in the 73rd
minute and completed the thrashing with a chipped
finish in stoppage time after Colombian striker Rafael
Santos Borre had scored the third goal from the
penalty spot.  — Agencies
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