
Chiesa’s rocket adds 
to Milan’s troubles
MILAN: A magnificent strike by Federico Chiesa gave
Fiorentina a 1-0 win at AC Milan in Serie A yesterday
on another unhappy afternoon for Gennaro Gattuso’s
injury-ravaged side.

Milan, who completed three Serie A games without
scoring, gave a disjointed performance but still created
enough chances against a Fiorentina side who were
largely toothless until Chiesa’s inspired effort in the
73rd minute.

The 21-year-old collected the ball in midfield, cut
inside his marker and unleashed a vicious, dipping
drive which flew past Gianluigi Donnarumma and
bounced into the net. He was booked for pulling off his
shirt and throwing it on to the pitch as he celebrated.

In contrast to Chiesa’s joy, it was another hugely
frustrating match for Milan striker Gonzalo Higuain
who has not scored for nearly two months. The
Argentine, who has struggled since his move on loan
from Juventus and is deprived of the service he
enjoyed with the Turin side, was a lonely figure in
attack, often dropping back well inside his own half to
look for the ball.

“It’s a complicated moment,” said Milan coach
Gattuso. “We cannot blame the team, we were in an
emergency situation and today a bit of bad luck was
decisive. There’s no point in looking for someone to
blame.

“Everyone who played did well and Fiorentina did
not have a shot on target before they scored,” he
added. “Higuain is not having a brilliant spell but he is
still an important player. A forward is never happy
when he doesn’t score.”

Milan, with 27 points from 17 games, dropped to
fifth, outside the Champions League spots, while
Fiorentina moved up to seventh with 25. Ricardo
Rodriguez nearly gave Milan a first-half lead with a
powerful drive which Alban Lafont saved at the foot of
his post, and Hakan Calhanoglu had a shot cleared off

the line by Nikola Malinkovic.
Higuain was also foiled by Lafont as his header was

turned away in the 58th minute. After Chiesa’s strike,
Lafont frustrated Milan again with a fingertip saved
from a Rodriguez header. “We need to stay lucid so we
get out of this situation,” said Gattuso. — Reuters

LONDON: Manchester City slumped to
a second defeat in three Premier League
games to hand Liverpool an early
Christmas present in the title race as
Crystal Palace shocked the Etihad with a
3-2 win yesterday.

Chelsea were also stunned at home
by Jamie Vardy’s winner for Leicester in
a 1-0 victory at Stamford Bridge to
allow Arsenal to move level on points
with their London rivals in fourth after a
3-1 win over Burnley.

Victory for Watford at West Ham
pushed Manchester United down to sev-
enth ahead of their first outing since
Jose Mourinho was sacked as manager
in midweek with Ole Gunnar Solskjaer
recalling Paul Pogba for his first game in
charge against Cardiff.

Liverpool opened up a four-point
lead at the top with a highly impressive
2-0 win at Wolves on Friday to extend
their unbeaten start to the campaign.

And City failed to cut the gap as they
dropped points at home for the first time
this season despite going ahead through
Ilkay Gundogan’s header.

Jeffrey Schlupp levelled for Palace
against the run of play just after the
half-hour mark and two minutes later
Andros Townsend thumped a stunning
volley into the top corner from well out-
side the area.

Pep Guardiola summoned Sergio
Aguero from the bench soon after the
break, but City had a mountain to climb
when Kyle Walker chopped down Max
Meyer and Luka Milivojevic dispatched
the resulting penalty.

Kevin De Bruyne was also thrown on
to try and turn the game around and his

intended cross that flew in off the post
brought City back into the game five
minutes from time.

But despite incessant pressure, the
champions could not find an equaliser to
hand Liverpool a huge boost ahead of
their trip to City on January 3.

AUBAMEYANG AT THE DOUBLE 
Chelsea were also beaten at

Stamford Bridge for the first time under
Maurizio Sarri as Vardy fired home
James Maddison’s pass to give the
Foxes their first victory in five games.

Defeat for the Blues allowed Arsenal
to close on a top-four finish as two
goals from Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
beat Burnley 3-1 in a bad-tempered
clash.

Mesut Ozil made his return to Unai
Emery’s starting line-up in the Premier
League for the first time since
November 11 and helped set up
Aubameyang’s opener.

“We want Mesut like today,” said
Emery. Aubameyang smashed home his
12th Premier League goal of the season
to move ahead of Mohamed Salah as
the division’s top scorer early in the
second period.

Ashley Barnes pulled a goal back for
the visitors, but they remain in the bot-
tom three as Alex Iwobi secured all
three points for Arsenal in stoppage
time. The Clarets are now two points
adrift  of safety as Southampton’s
upturn in fortunes under Ralph
Hasenhuettl continued with a 3-1 win at
Huddersfield thanks to goals from
Nathan Redmond, Danny Ings and
Michael Obafemi. — AFP
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Man City stunned by Crystal Palace, 
Arsenal pounce on Chelsea defeat

City slump to second defeat in three Premier League games 

Newcastle United 
draw with Fulham
NEWCASTLE: Fulham secured their first clean
sheet of the season with some dogged defending
in a 0-0 draw with Newcastle United in the
Premier League yesterday. The hosts, looking for a
second successive win, were unable to find a way
past a Fulham side who remain bottom of the
standings but have stopped shipping goals at the
rate they did before coach Claudio Ranieri suc-
ceeded Slavisa Jokanovic.

That was almost undone after 20 minutes at St
James’ Park as a header from Jamaal Lascelles
took a deflection off Fulham striker and ex-
Newcastle man Aleksandar Mitrovic and was
going in before being hooked off the line.

Newcastle had a penalty appeal turned down
before halftime with a Matt Ritchie shot appearing
to hit the hand of defender Calum Chambers,
although referee Martin Atkinson was not con-
vinced. Rafa Benitez’s side continued to pump
balls into the area in the second half ,looking to
find the head of striker Salomon Rondon, but the
Venezuelan could not carve out a clear-cut
chance. Newcastle had another appeal for a
penalty late on when Kenedy felt he was pulled by
Fulham’s Joe Bryan in the box. However, again, the
hosts were denied a spot kick as the match fin-
ished in a stalemate leaving them 14th in the
standings. — Reuters

MANCHESTER: Crystal Palace’s Scottish midfielder James McArthur (L) battles with Manchester City’s English midfielder Fabian Delph (R) during
the English Premier League football match between Manchester City and Crystal Palace at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, north west England,
yesterday.  — AFP

VERONA: Chievo’s Italian defender Mattia Bani (L) and Inter Milan’s Croatian midfielder Ivan Perisic go for the
ball during the Italian Serie A Football match Chievo Verona vs Inter Milan at the Marcantonio-Bentegodi stadi-
um in Verona.  — AFP

Salah and Van Dijk 
seal Christmas top 
spot for Liverpool
WOLVERHAMPTON: Liverpool passed another
stringent test of their Premier League title credentials
as Mohamed Salah and Virgil van Dijk gave them a 2-0
victory at Wolverhampton on Friday that guarantees
top spot at Christmas.

Salah’s 11th goal of the season was a classy one and
helped subdue a dangerous Wolves side who had made
a lively start.  The home side continued to push Jurgen
Klopp’s side hard but their resistance was finally bro-
ken with 22 minutes remaining as Van Dijk capped a
superb performance with a goal that cemented his
side’s position at the top of the table with 48 points. 

Manager Jurgen Klopp said: “The first goal was bril-
liant, it was cool. And the second goal - yes, well done.
I’m completely happy with the result and it is big for us.
“We will be training on Christmas morning so it is like
every other day. It is an outstanding number (of points),
it is absolutely cool.”

While Liverpool have struggled at times to match
the attacking potency of Manchester City, who they
face on January 3, their added defensive steel has made
them serious contenders for their first title of the
Premier League era.

In the first half at a wet, windy Molineux they
showed signs that some of the swagger that marked
them out as the league’s great entertainers last season

is returning.  Salah linked up impressively with Sadio
Mane and Robert Firmino in attack and Klopp’s side
might have added to their tally earlier than they did.

Then, when Wolves managed to blunt Liverpool’s
attacking threat, their defence clicked into gear to
silence a dangerous frontline with Van Dijk in outstand-
ing form at the heart of Klopp’s back four. 

Klopp’s men endured a nervous opening when, in
the fourth minute, Fabinho’s lapse in concentration saw
his pass intercepted by Joao Moutinho. Moutinho fed
Adama Traore but he curled a shot narrowly wide. 

Traore threatened again moments later when he was
supplied by the solid link-up play of Raul Jimenez
before again shooting just off target. Early chances
were scarce for the visitors and when one arrived, with
James Milner’s corner dropping kindly for Van Dijk, the
Dutchman’s shot was charged down by Matt Doherty. 

A fine move from Wolves almost brought the open-
ing goal when Conor Coady’s superb pass and
Doherty’s neat touch release Romain Saiss, whose shot
was well saved by Alisson after it had taken a deflection
off Dejan Lovren.

Liverpool had been on the back foot but there was
no denying the quality of their opening goal, scored by
Salah on 18 minutes. Fabinho was the architect with a
driving run and a neat one-two with Sadio Mane
before he crossed for Salah to prod home deftly with
his outside of his left foot.

The Reds pushed for a second and Rui Patricio
saved well from James Milner but there were chances
for Wolves, too, with Alisson forced to save from Jonny
Castro Otto. Wolves’ pressing was making life hard for
Klopp’s side, but they doubled their lead and effectively
sealed their win with 22 minutes remaining.

A corner was cleared as far as Salah, who delivered

a teasing cross from which Van Dijk stretched to turn
the ball home. Morgan Gibbs-White should have
halved Liverpool’s lead late on but the Wolves young-
ster fired into the side netting. — AFP

Deeney, Deulofeu 
seal Watford win 
at West Ham
LONDON: Watford brought West Ham United’s streak
of Premier League success to an abrupt halt with a sur-
prise 2-0 win at the London Stadium yesterday thanks
to a first-half Troy Deeney penalty and a late Gerard
Deulofeu clincher.

Deeney tucked home his third goal of the season on
the half-hour from the spot after Fabian Balbuena had
bundled over Roberto Pereyra, the defender injuring
himself so badly that he had to leave the field.

The goal had come during end-to-end fare as the
Hammers had started to take control in search of a fifth
successive league victory. Lukasz Fabianski had saved
his last three penalties but could do nothing to stop
Deeney putting the visitors ahead, although the Polish
goalkeeper did make a magnificent stop after the break
to deny Abdoulaye Doucoure.

West Ham did most of the pressing, though, with
Michail Antonio twice heading against the post after
the break and Javier Hernandez squandering excellent
chances before Deulofeu sealed victory three minutes
from time with a sharp finish.

The Spaniard’s goal secured Watford their first away
win for over two months and lifted them, temporarily at
least, into the top six, three points clear of the
Hammers. — Reuters

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Everton FC v Tottenham Hotspur              19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Valencia C.F v Huesca                                  14:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
CD Leganes v Sevilla FC                              18:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Rayo Vallecano v Levante                             20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
FC Augsburg v VfL Wolfsburg                     17:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
TSG 1899 Hoffenheim v FSV Mainz 05       20:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5

FRENCH LEAGUE
FC Girondins de Bordeaux v Amiens SC       9:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6


