
S p o r t s Sunday, December 23, 2018

25Established 1961 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: “Kuwait Stars” Ice Hockey
team continued its winning ways with its
third defeat of the Saudi “Jedda” team by

the score of 8-1, as the team had a total
control of the entire match, and this marks
the Saudi team’s second defeat. 

Meanwhile “Abu Dhabi” storms won its
match against Bahrain with the score of 5-

0. Head of Finance Committee at Kuwait
Winter Games Club Ahmad Al-Omran
said the tournament gave a good oppor-
tunity for Gulf players to gain experience,
especially that there are professional

players of good standard.
He said the tournament was distin-

guished by having participating clubs play-
ing good levels, despite the various experi-
ence level which goes to UAE and Kuwait.

Shiffrin first woman 
to reach 50 World 
Cup wins with 
Courchevel victory
COURCHEVEL: American Mikaela
Shiffrin became the youngest woman to
win 50 World Cup ski races with victory in
the slalom in the French Alps yesterday.
The 2014 Olympic champion, who led after
the first run, finished 0.29sec ahead of
Slovakia’s Petra Vlhova and 0.37sec ahead
of Sweden Frida Hansdotter in third place
to win in Courchevel.

Hansdotter predicts further success for
Shiffrin. “She can beat all the records pos-
sible. To have won everything she has won
at 23 is so impressive,” she said. The
Olympic champion becomes the first
woman to secure a half century of race
victories before her 24th birthday, which

she will celebrate in March next year.
Shiffrin won Friday’s giant slalom by

overcoming a 0.08sec deficit and blizzard-
like conditions. Victory on Saturday was
her fourth consecutive win in the French
resort. Sweden’s Ingemar Stenmark leads
the record for both men and women with
86 career successes.

Shiffrin’s fellow US racer Lindsey Vonn
has the most female wins with 82 victories
across all five alpine disciplines. Vonn is
expected to return to the circuit early in
2019 after recovering from injury.

The Colorado native joins retired
Austrian Marlies Schild with a record 35
slalom World Cup titles. Shiffrin leads the
overall standings on 889 points after 13 out
of the 38 events, twice as many as both
Slovakian Vlhova in second place and
Norway’s Ragnhild Mowinckel in third
combined. She can contiune her already
illustrious career by adding a fourth World
Championship to her name in Are, Sweden
in February. —AFP

WADA denied Moscow 
lab data access, leaving 
Russia facing ban
TORONTO: Russia’s Anti-Doping Agency
(RUSADA) is again on the verge of suspension
after a World Anti-Doping Agency inspection
team visiting a Moscow laboratory was denied
access to raw data to complete its full reinstate-
ment, WADA said on Friday.

The five-member WADA team had spent a week
in Russia but left the Moscow lab and returned
home frustrated and without having retrieved any
of the data in the Laboratory Information
Management System (LIMS) it had been promised
access to.

If RUSADA is found to be non-compliant
Russian athletes could again be on the outside
looking in with another Olympics approaching in
Tokyo in 2020.

Russian authorities said that the inspection
team’s equipment was not certified under Russian
law. Access to the lab and data was a condition of
WADA’s September decision to reinstate RUSADA.

The inspection team will now prepare a formal
report which will be sent to the independent
Compliance Review Committee (CRC). The CRC
will meet on Jan 14-15 when RUSADA’s code com-
pliance status will again be considered.

The CRC’s recommendation will then be consid-
ered by the WADA executive committee.

WADA had set a Dec. 31 deadline for RUSADA
to meet the condition or once again be found non-
compliant and face even tougher sanctions laid out
in the International Standard for Code Compliance
by Signatories.

RUSADA was suspended in 2015 after a WADA-
commissioned report outlined evidence of massive
state-backed, systematic doping in Russian athlet-
ics, allegations Moscow has denied.

Russian authorities, at first, downplayed the lat-
est crisis with Russian Sports Minister Pavel
Kolobkov describing the problems in a TASS report
as “technical issues”.

Kolobkov added: “The experts are satisfied with
the visit,” and said there were plans for a follow-up
visit to the lab. —Reuters

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James, sick enough earlier in
the day that his ability to take the court Friday night
was in doubt, nonetheless finished with 22 points, 12
rebounds and 14 assists as the host Los Angeles
Lakers turned back the New Orleans Pelicans 112-104
on Friday night. It was James’ third triple-double as a
member of the Lakers and his second in four games.
It was also the 76th of his career. Kyle Kuzma added
23 points for the Lakers, who ended a two-game los-
ing streak. Anthony Davis produced 30 points and 20
rebounds for the Pelicans, who lost their third con-
secutive game and are 0-2 to start their four-game
road trip. Los Angeles’ Rajon Rondo scored eight
points and dished out nine assists in his first game
since Nov. 14. He missed 17 contests because of a
broken bone in his hand that required surgery.

BUCKS 120, CELTICS 107
While Giannis Antetokounmpo got off to a slow

start, his Milwaukee teammates used their size and 3-
point shooting to build a 26-point first-half advan-
tage, and the visit ing Bucks went on to win at
Boston. Antetokounmpo attempted only four shots
from the field in scoring 11 points before the break.
He finished with 30 points on 8-for-13 shooting to go
along with eight rebounds, five assists and three
blocked shots. Khris Middleton added 21 points and
Eric Bledsoe had 16 for the Bucks. Jaylen Brown led
the Celtics with 21 points off the bench. Jayson Tatum
finished with 20 points despite missing 10 of 15 shots
from the field.

RAPTORS 126, CAVALIERS 110
Kawhi Leonard matched his season best with 37

points on 12-for-16 shooting, and Toronto defeated
visiting Cleveland. OG Anunoby equaled his career
bests with 21 points and eight rebounds for the
Raptors. Pascal Siakam added 15 points and 10
rebounds, Fred VanVleet added 14 points and eight
assists, and Norman Powell scored 11 points. Jordan
Clarkson had 20 points for Cleveland. Collin Sexton
added 17 points. Larry Nance Jr. had 16 points and 12
rebounds, and Cedi Osman chipped in with 12 points
for the Cavaliers.

PACERS 114, NETS 106
Victor Oladipo recorded 26 points, nine rebounds

and six assists to help Indiana beat Brooklyn in New
York. Thaddeus Young scored 21 points while
Domantas Sabonis and Bojan Bogdanovic added 17
apiece for the Pacers, who ended a two-game slide.
Myles Turner contributed 15 points and 12 rebounds.
Rodions Kurucs scored 24 points and DeMarre
Carroll added 16 for Brooklyn, which had a season-
best seven-game winning streak snapped. Spencer
Dinwiddie scored 15 points, and Rondae Hollis-
Jefferson and Joe Harris had 13 apiece.

SPURS 124, TIMBERWOLVES 98
Bryn Forbes poured in 22 points, 15 of them in the

first half, and six of his teammates scored in double
figures as San Antonio cruised past visit ing
Minnesota. San Antonio rolled to its third win in a
row. Minnesota took its second straight loss and its
sixth in seven games. Marco Belinelli added 17 points

for the Spurs, with Davis Bertans tallying 15, Rudy
Gay hitting for 14, and DeMar DeRozan and Jakob
Poeltl scoring 12 each. The Spurs outshot Minnesota
52.9 percent to 39.8 percent and outrebounded the
Timberwolves 50-39.

JAZZ 120, TRAIL BLAZERS 90
Ricky Rubio scored 24 points and dished out

eight assists as visiting Utah blew away Portland.
Kyle Korver and Jae Crowder came off the bench for
18 and 16 points, respectively, and Rudy Gobert
contributed 11 points and 11 rebounds for the Jazz,
who had lost four in a row on the road. Damian
Lillard scored 19 points to lead the Trail Blazers,
who saw their three-game winning streak come to
an end. It was Portland’s second-biggest margin of
defeat this season, next to a 143-100 drubbing at
Milwaukee on Nov. 21.

KINGS 102, GRIZZLIES 99
De’Aaron Fox capped a huge comeback by sinking

the tying and go-ahead free throws with 1:17 remain-
ing, and host Sacramento took advantage of a late
scoring drought by Memphis to score a victory. Willie
Cauley-Stein and Buddy Hield each added two free
throws to ice the victory for the Kings, who snapped
a two-game losing streak. Hield led all scorers with
28 points for the Kings, who trailed by as many as 19
points in the first half and began the fourth quarter
down 74-65. Mike Conley made seven 3-pointers
while scoring 23 points for the Grizzlies, who lost
their fifth straight.

BULLS 90, MAGIC 80
Lauri Markkanen scored a season-high 32 points,

one shy of his career best, and made the jump shot
that put Orlando away for good in Chicago’s home
win. Robin Lopez scored 14 points and Kris Dunn
added 12 points, eight rebounds and seven assists for
the Bulls, who won for just the third time in the past
15 games. Evan Fournier sank five 3-pointers and
scored 24 points, and Nikola Vucevic had 19 points
and 19 rebounds for the Magic. Aaron Gordon added
14 points and 12 rebounds, but Orlando shot just 32.6
percent from the floor.

HORNETS 98, PISTONS 86
Marvin Williams scored 24 points, with a career-

high seven 3-pointers, and host Charlotte continued
its mastery over Detroit. Williams hit four of his
triples in the third quarter, when the Hornets pulled
out to a 14-point lead and took control of the game
for good. It was Charlotte’s third win over the Pistons
in three games this season, and it was the second in
the past 10 days. Blake Griffin led the Pistons with 23
points. Andre Drummond finished with 17 points and
16 rebounds.

HAWKS 114, KNICKS 107
Kent Bazemore scored 22 points and sparked his

team’s strong second-half defense to lead visiting
Atlanta over New York. Bazemore also pulled down
six rebounds to help Atlanta win its second straight
game and break a five-game road losing streak.
Bazemore hit a pair of free throws with 48.7 sec-

onds remaining to give Atlanta a seven-point lead
and ice the game. New York was led by Emmanuel
Mudiay with 32 points, the third time he’s reached

the 30-point mark this season-all in the last five
games. Kevin  Knox added 24 points  and s ix
rebounds. —Reuters

Balanced attack leads Spurs past Timberwolves

Ailing James still racks up 
triple-double in Lakers’ win

LOS ANGELES:  LeBron James No 23 of the Los Angeles Lakers comes up with a rebound in front of Jrue
Holiday NO 11, E’Twaun Moore No 55 and Julius Randle No 30 of the New Orleans Pelicans during a 112-
104 Laker win at Staples Center on Friday in Los Angeles, California. —AFP

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
W L PCT GB

Toronto 25 9 0.735 —
Milwaukee 22 9 0.710 1.5
Indiana 21 12 0.636 3.5
Philadelphia 21 12 0.636 3.5
Boston 18 13 0.581 5.5
Charlotte 16 15 0.516 7.5
Detroit 15 15 0.500 8
Miami 14 16 0.467 9
Orlando 14 17 0.452 9.5
Brooklyn 15 19 0.441 10
Washington 12 20 0.375 12
New York 9 25 0.265 16
Atlanta 8 23 0.258 15.5
Chicago 8 25 0.242 16.5
Cleveland 8 25 0.242 16.5

Western Conference
Denver 21 9 0.700 —
Oklahoma City 20 10 0.667 1
Golden State 21 11 0.656 1
LA Lakers 19 13 0.594 3
LA Clippers 18 13 0.581 3.5
Portland 18 14 0.563 4
San Antonio 18 15 0.545 4.5
Sacramento 17 15 0.531 5
Houston 16 15 0.516 5.5
Memphis 16 16 0.500 6
Dallas 15 15 0.500 6
Utah 16 17 0.485 6.5
New Orleans 15 18 0.455 7.5
Minnesota 14 18 0.438 8
Phoenix 8 24 0.250 14

Boston 107, Milwaukee 120; LA Lakers 112, New Orleans 104; San Antonio 124, Minnesota 98; Brooklyn 106, Indiana 114; New
York 107, Atlanta 114; Portland 90, Utah 120; Sacramento 102, Memphis 99; Chicago 90, Orlando 80; Charlotte 98, Detroit 86;
Toronto 126, Cleveland 110.

Kuwait Stars continue its winning streak

COURCHEVEL: Mikaela Shiffrin of the US celebrates on the podium after winning the
FIS Alpine World Cup Women Slalom yesterday in Courchevel, French Alps. —AFP


