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A man walks through a
Christmas illuminated
sculpture at the Stavros
Niarhos cultural centre in
Athens. — AFP

He’s still the government’s best showman.
Surrounded by political chaos, with the
government verging on shutdown and

legal cases coming in from every direction,
President Donald Trump delivered comic relief
when he posted a video Thursday of himself
singing a cornball duet from an old sitcom. The
13-year-old video from an Emmy Awards
broadcast shows the New York born-and-
bred, cow-country adverse real estate billion-
aire dressed as a farmer in denim overalls and
a straw hat, wielding a pitchfork while singing
the theme song from the popular 1965-1971
show “Green Acres.”

In the show, actors Eddie Albert and Eva
Gabor played Central Park highrise-dwellers
who move to a country farm, with Albert hap-
pily bumbling as a planter and Gabor finding it
difficult to give up New York society life, in a
part that may have fit similarly Slavic-accented
Melania Trump to a tee. In a faux talent show
for the 2005 Emmys show, Trump reprised the
“Green Acres” duet with actress Megan
Mullally, then the star of the popular “Will and
Grace.”

“Land spreadin’ out so far and wide, Keep
Manhattan, just give me that countryside,” he
sang, answered by her “New York is where I’d
rather stay, I get allergic smelling hay.” The
duet worked: they won the Emmys contest.
Trump brought back the video to mark the
week’s most-or perhaps only-uncontroversial
act in Washington, the signing of the $867 bil-
lion Farm Bill. 

It served to ease tensions momentarily in
the US capital just as Trump locked horns with
Congress over another issue, his demand for
money to build a border wall.  With a Friday
midnight deadline, the White House threatened
to shut down the government days before
Christmas over the issue if Trump doesn’t get
his wall budget. But bringing the old video
back didn’t make everyone grin. Mullally, polit-
ically no fan of the president, tweeted: “Omg..
if you guys need me, I’ll be in a hole in the
ground.”—AFP 

Jimmy Martinez, a 22-year old
Salvadoran who has traveled north
since October in a caravan of Central

American migrants seeking to reach the
United States, wears his shorts low and
baggy and his hair slicked back like his
favorite US hip hop artists. Like many oth-
er young Central Americans who have
traveled thousands of miles to this Mexican
city with hopes of crossing the border into
California, he said US music videos and
Hollywood films have formed his vision of
the American Dream.

“I want to go to Miami because it looks
so nice in films like ‘Fast and Furious’,” said
Martinez, who is fleeing street gangs in El
Salvador, a country with one of the highest
homicide rates in the world. He said the
gangs killed his father, uncle and cousin
and threatened to come after him. After
weeks of walking and hitching rides, he
arrived in Tijuana. He has been working in
construction but hopes to study to become
a psychologist in the United States. “I want
to be there to have more security and a
better future,” he said.

Also sheltering in a squalid camp in
Tijuana, Anyi Loan Mejia, 22, from
Honduras, said she dreamed of New York
City’s bright lights and skyscrapers, that
she had seen in films. She said she believed
“you can walk there without danger ...and
that I could have things there I couldn’t in
Honduras, like a good job, wage and house,
healthcare.” Wearing black leggings, a
white t-shirt and crimson lipstick, Loan
Mejia said she always liked to look her
best, no matter how difficult her living con-
ditions. Like many of the migrants in
Tijuana, she is living in a tent.

All those interviewed for this story said
they did not have enough food and water
or facilities to go to the bathroom and
wash. Still, Loan Mejia’s friend Damaris
Tejeda said she was wearing combat
trousers and a sports t-shirt because that
is how she imagined from films and the
news media that Americans dress.

“My dream is to have the opportunity
there of studying and working,” said the
15-year old, who had to leave school early

to help provide for her family. All the
young migrants agreed on one point: even
if they did not manage to cross to the
United States this time, they would never
give up on their American dream. “I would
feel sad and defeated if I don’t make it this
time,” said Martinez. “But I would come
back and try again - as many times as nec-
essary.” —Reuters

US films, hip hop inspire young
immigrants’ American dream

Yaderin Alexandra Banias, a migrant from Honduras, part of a caravan of thousands trav-
eling from Central America en route to the United States, poses in front of the border wall
between the US and Mexico in Tijuana, Mexico. — AFP

Donald Trump and Actress Megan Mullally perform the theme song of the old cornpone sitcom
for the 2005 Emmy Awards ceremony. 

Green Acres: ‘Farmer’ Trump 
sings country in video post


