
Sunday, December 23, 2018

8
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

News in brief

23 dead in bus crash

KATHMANDU: Twenty-three people died in western
Nepal when a bus carrying school students and teachers
back from a botanical field trip plunged into a gorge,
police said. The students were aged mostly between 16
and 20. Two teachers and the driver also died in the acci-
dent early evening on Friday in a remote area. The vehi-
cle was carrying 37 people, with 22 killed at the scene
and another in a nearby hospital. Fourteen people were
treated for injuries. “Our preliminary investigation shows
the cause of the incident was speed,” police officer Bel
Bahadur Pandey said. Road accidents are relatively com-
mon in Nepal because of poor roads, badly maintained
vehicles and reckless driving. The latest comes a week
after a truck accident in central Nepal killed 20 mourners
returning from a funeral ritual. —AFP 

Stealing company secrets

WASHINGTON: The US Justice Department announced
Friday the arrest of a Chinese national who allegedly
stole trade secrets from a US oil company he worked for.
Tan Hongjin, 35, was arrested on Thursday in Oklahoma
where he lived as a permanent resident.  The Justice
Department said he stole trade secrets “related to a
product worth more than $1 billion.” Tan, who lived in the
United States for 12 years and has a PhD from California
Institute of Technology, allegedly illegally downloaded
hundreds of company files which included intellectual
property related to the manufacture of the “downstream
energy market product.” The department said he took
the files for the benefit of a Chinese company that had
offered him a job. The employer was not identified, but a
LinkedIn page identifies a materials scientist named Tan
Hongjin as working for the Bartlesville, Oklahoma
research center of Phillips 66, and Oklahoma media also
linked him to the company. —AFP 

Three Palestinians killed 

GAZA: Three Palestinians, including a 16-year-old, were
killed on Friday by Israeli fire during protests and clashes
along the Gaza border, health officials in the Hamas-run
enclave said. Teenager Mohammed Al-Jahjuh was “hit in
the neck by a bullet (fired) by Israeli soldiers”, ministry
spokesman Ashraf al-Qudra said. Abdelaziz Abu Sharia,
28, and Naher Yasin, 40, died from their wounds after
being shot in separate incidents along the heavily fortified
frontier with Israel, Qudra and a hospital official said. The
Israeli army said around 8,000 Palestinians had gathered
at spots along the border, burning tyres and launching an
incendiary device at soldiers that did not reach the
troops. Israel’s military said it had opened fire “according
to operational procedures” in place, without elaborating.
Forty six Palestinians-including two journalists and four
first aid responders-were wounded, Qudra said. —AFP 

Boko Haram leader nabbed

KANO: A top Boko Haram leader accused of organiz-
ing deadly twin blasts in the Nigerian capital Abuja
that killed 18 people has been arrested, police said
yesterday. A police statement said Umar Abdulmalik
and seven other jihadists were arrested, without giving
details. Forty-one people were also injured in the
October 2, 2015 blasts which simultaneously ripped
through the suburbs of Kuje and Nyanya outlying the
federal capital. The explosions happened near a police
station in Kuje and at a bus stop in Nyanya. Kuje, near
Abuja’s airport, is 40 kilometers west of the city centre
and seat of government. Its prison at the time held
dozens of Boko Haram prisoners captured by troops.
The same bus station in Nyanya, to the east, was hit
twice in 2014. —AFP

ROME: Italy’s far-right Interior Minister Matteo Salvini
said yesterday Italian ports were closed to hundreds of
migrants rescued off Libya after a mother and newborn
baby were evacuated to Malta. The anti-immigration
minister said that the Spanish NGO Proactiva Open
Arms had asked to allow the men, women, children and
babies rescued on Friday to disembark in Italy after
Malta turned them away.

“My answer is clear: Italian ports are closed!” Salvini
tweeted. “For the traffickers of human beings and for
those who help them, the fun is over.” The NGO said a
Maltese coastguard helicopter had taken a woman and
her baby born on a Libyan beach three days ago who
were among those rescued at sea. “We continue with 311
people on board, without port and in need of supplies,”
the NGO tweeted. Proactiva Open Arms said on Friday
that it had rescued more than 300 migrants from three
vessels in difficulty, including men, women-some of them
pregnant-children and babies.

The NGO posted a video of some of those rescued
“from a certain death at sea. If you could feel the cold in
the images, it would be easier to understand the emer-
gency. No port to disembark and Malta’s refusal to give us
food. This isn’t Christmas.” The vessel started patrolling
the Mediterranean with two other boats run by migrant
aid groups off the Libyan coast in late November. This
area of the Mediterranean has been the most deadly for
migrants attempting the crossing to Europe. More than
1,300 migrants have perished trying to reach Italy or
Malta since the beginning of the year, according to the
International Organization for Migration.

Aid groups have been sending rescue vessels into
these waters despite vocal opposition from Salvini.
Accusing the groups of acting as a “taxi service” for

migrants, he has denied them access to Italy’s ports.
Malta too has been increasingly unwilling to host rescue
vessels. Another aid group meanwhile, Sea-Eye from
Germany, announced Friday that one of its vessels was
setting off from the southern Spanish port of Algeciras.
The 18-strong crew includes former volunteers who
were on board the Aquarius, a rescue boat run by
Doctors Without Borders (MSF) and SOS Mediterranee.
The two groups said they had to halt activities earlier
this month because of obstruction by some European
countries.

300 migrants rescued 
Meanwhile, a migrant group said it had rescued near-

ly 300 migrants off the coast of Libya over the previous
24 hours. “More than 300 people safe on board the
#OpenArms,” the Proactiva Open Arms organization
tweeted. The organization added that it had rescued
people on board three vessels in difficulty in a single day.
The vessel started patrolling the Mediterranean with two
other boats run by migrant aid groups off the Libyan
coast in late November. 

This area of the Mediterranean has been the most
deadly for migrants attempting the crossing to Europe.
More than 1,300 migrants have perished trying to reach
Italy or Malta since the beginning of the year, according
to the International Organization for Migration. Aid
groups have been sending rescue vessels into these
waters despite vocal opposition from Italy’s far-right
Interior Minister Matteo Salvini.

Accusing the groups of acting as a “taxi service” for
migrants, he has denied them access to the country’s
ports. Malta too, has been increasingly unwilling to host
rescue vessels. Another aid group meanwhile, Sea-Eye

from Germany, announced Friday that one of its vessels
was setting off from the southern Spanish port of
Algeciras. The 18-strong crew includes former volun-
teers who were on board the Aquarius, a rescue boat run

by Doctors Without Borders (MSF) and SOS
Mediterranee. The two groups said they had to halt
activities earlier this month because of obstruction by
some European countries.—Agencies

Nearly 300 migrants rescued off Libya

Rescued migrants face Xmas
at sea after Italy closes ports

A member of the Spanish NGO Proactiva Open Arms rescues a woman (Cameroonian Josepha, 40-years-
old) from a sinking boat as another lies dead on what is left of the deck in the Mediterranean Sea about
85 miles off the Libyan coast. _ AFP

Drone threat a
steep learning
curve for 
aviation chiefs
LONDON: Aviation chiefs are going to
be on a steep learning curve to counter
the security threat posed by drones after
a costly and humiliating shutdown of
London’s Gatwick airport. “This kind of
incident is unprecedented anywhere in
the world, the disruption of an airport in
this way,” Britain’s Transport Secretary
Chris Grayling said Friday. Flights were
suspended again at Gatwick on Friday
by a drone alert, just hours after being
reopened following the original
unmanned drone sightings which caused
travel chaos that left tens of thousands of
passengers stranded over three days.

“We’re going to have to learn very
quickly from what’s happened,” Grayling
told the BBC. “There certainly isn’t a
straightforward commercial off-the-shelf
solution that automatically solves all
problems.” In fact, drone disruption at
airports is not quite unprecedented. In
2016, Dubai International Airport closed
three times because of drones being
used for leisure nearby. The delayed and

rerouted flights cost millions of dollars.
In February 2016, an Airbus A320 flying
the Barcelona-Paris route reported a
near miss with a drone at 1,600 altitude
(one mile up) as it approached Charles
de Gaulle airport.

Potential catastrophe 
The fear is that if a drone smashed

into a passenger plane or was sucked up
into one of its engines, its highly flamma-
ble lithium battery could cause a catas-
trophe. Gatwick chief executive Stewart
Wingate wants to see swift, coordinated
action. “These events obviously highlight
a wider strategic challenge for aviation
in this country which we need to address
together with speed-the aviation indus-
try, Government and all the other rele-
vant authorities,” he said. In 2016, the
European Aviation Safety Agency
logged 1,400 drone incidents in Europe,
up from 606 between 2011 and 2015.

Deputies in the European Parliament
approved EU-wide regulations on the
use of drones, but still need formal
approval from European ministers
before taking effect. Until then, it’s up to
individual member states to set their own
rules. In France, civil aviation chiefs have
drawn up an interactive map of zones
where drones are either restricted or
banned. Airports, of course, are off limits.
Charles de Gaulle airport just north of
Paris is looking at a long-distance pro-
tection system to tackle hostile drones.

But finding high-tech solutions to the
drone threat in airport presents particu-
lar challenges, says Lucas Le Bell,
founder of the start-up Cerbair that spe-
cializes in tackling the drone problem.

The noise levels at airports, the secu-
rity requirements and the saturated level
of communications make the task much
harder. His team is working on isolating
the frequencies used to control drones,
so they can not only detect and locate

the devices but take control of them.
Elsewhere in France meanwhile, Mont-
de Marsan airbase in the southwest has
been working on a more low-tech solu-
tion. The airforce, inspired by a similar
experiment in the Netherlands, has been
training golden eagles to search and
destroy the intruders. But that system
still needs work: earlier this year, one of
the eagles attacked a girl after mistaking
her vest for the enemy. —AFP

LANDES: A royal eagle catches a drone during flight during a military exercise
at the Mont-de-Marsan airbase, southwestern France. London’s Gatwick
Airport, paralyzed for more than two days after dozens of drone sightings, said
it planned to reopen for a ‘limited number’ of flights. —AFP

Protesters return to 
streets as Hungary’s 
leader Orban digs in
BUDAPEST: At least 5,000 demonstrators
took to the streets of the Hungarian capital
Budapest late Friday, as rightwing national-
ist Prime Minister Viktor Orban dismissed a
wave of protests against a new labour
reform as “hysterical shouting”. Protesters
marched from outside parliament to the
presidential palace on the other side of the
Danube in temperatures close to freezing.

‘New opposition’ 
Many shouted angry slogans against the

government but no clashes were reported
with police. The current series of protests
was sparked on December 12 when MPs
passed a measure-dubbed the “slave law”
by opponents-which hikes the amount of
overtime that employers can demand from
250 to 400 hours per year. Friday evening’s
demonstration is expected to be the last
before the Christmas holidays, but unions
and opposition parties announced they
would hold a new protest on 5 January to
keep up the momentum of the movement
into the new year.

Balazs Barany from the leftwing MSZP
party told the rally that “a new opposition
has been born”, with the protests uniting
various rival factions in an unprecedented
fashion. Unions have also taken part,
threatening a general strike to fight the law.
Tamas Szucs from the teachers’ union told
the crowd: “The country must be brought
to a standstill in January!” Balazs Lipusz
from the Union of University Students
added: “If the workers stop the factories,
block the roads, we will go with them!”

A rude anti-Orban slogan was projected
onto the side of parliament and the presi-
dential palace, with some protestors also
chanting slogans in solidarity with the pri-
vate Central European University (CEU).
During the rally Anna Donath from the
small liberal party Momentum read out a
list of five demands of the protest move-
ment, including not only the abolition of the
overtime law, but also the scrapping of a
recent judicial reform and more independ-
ence in public news media. Meanwhile,
councils in Hungary’s third-largest city of
Szeged and the northern town of
Salgotarjan on Friday passed resolutions
promising not to implement the new law.

‘Hysterical shouting’ 
Speaking at a press conference before

Friday’s protest, MSZP president Bertalan
Toth alluded to possible protest action
against businesses with ties to Orban’s Fidesz
party, as well as the big employers who stand
to benefit from the overtime law. “We will tar-
get those that the Fidesz regime caters to
with their laws,” Toth said. However, Orban
used a weekly interview with public radio to

double down on his defence of the law, saying
that his government “simply wants to get rid
of silly rules so that those who want to earn
more can work more”. Orban said in the
interview that employees will be paid for
overtime at the end of each month, but the
text of the law allows employers to delay
payment by up to three years. —AFP

BUDAPEST: Participants march in Budapest downtown during a demonstration,
organized by non-parliamentary parties, Momentum Movement and the ‘Hungarian
Two-Tailed Dog Party’ to protest against the dubbed ‘slave law’.  —AFP

Burundi declares
Gitega as capital
NAIROBI: Burundi declared the small central city of Gitega the
country’s new political capital yesterday, in line with a presiden-
tial promise made a decade ago. A government spokesman
named Gitega while also stating that the previous capital
Bujumbura, on the north-eastern shore of Lake Tanganyika,
would in future function solely as the country’s economic centre.

The government “has just adopted an historic bill making
Gitega the political capital and making Bujumbura the economic

capital,” tweeted Jean-Claude Karerwa Ndenzako, spokesman for
President Pierre Nkurunziza. “Cabinet meetings will henceforth be
held in Gitega, where five ministries will also be established from
the start of 2019,” he added, notably the interior, education and
agriculture ministries. Parliament, dominated by the ruling party,
must still approve the move.

Nkurunziza promised in 2007 the move would go ahead,
citing Gitega’s central position compared to Bujumbura,
although the former’s population is barely 30,000 to
Bujumbura’s 1.2 million. The new choice was once the capital of
the Burundian monarchy and the opposition accuse
Nkurunziza of attempting a symbolic restoration. Bujumbura is
today considered an opposition stronghold where the presi-
dent spends less and less time. One activist who requested

anonymity said Gitega was not ready to assume the mantle of
capital. “There are practically no offices to let, few hotels or
restaurants - it’s an irrational decision,” he said of the move
much derided on social media.

“The country is deep in economic crisis and does not have
the means to move and instal five ministries in Gitega.” In addi-
tion, China only recently constructed a $20 million presidential
palace in Bujumbura. A 2015 announcement by Nkurunziza, re-
elected that year and president since 2005, that he wanted to
stand for a third term sparked huge controversy. Outbreaks of
violence since then have cost at least 1,200 lives with more
than 400,000 people displaced between April 2015 and May
2017, according to the International Criminal Court, which is
investigating the unrest. —AFP


