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Trump’s foreign 
policy in spotlight 
after withdrawals
WASHINGTON: US politicians and international
allies scrambled Friday to make sense of President
Donald Trump’s momentous foreign policy decisions
for Syria and Afghanistan-epic reversals that
prompted Defense Secretary Jim Mattis to quit.
Trump’s historic moves to pull out of Syria and slash
troop numbers in Afghanistan run counter to years
of US doctrine in the region, and set the stage for a
cascading series of events that could well result in
more bloodshed across a scarred region.

While many Americans-and not just his support-
ers-lauded Trump’s decision, fed up after years of
costly and spiraling conflicts, politicians of every
stripe were tripping over each other to voice their
condemnation. “Reducing the American presence in
Afghanistan and removing our presence in Syria
will reverse... progress, encourage our adversaries,
and make America less safe,” said Republican
Congressman Mac Thornberry, a Trump ally who
heads the House Armed Services Committee.

In the Pentagon, no one seemed to know what
comes next. “We are referring all questions to the
White House,” one spokeswoman said, when asked
about the momentous Afghanistan withdrawal.
Mattis, who was seen as a voice of moderation and
widely trusted by allies, resigned Thursday after
telling Trump he could not abide the Syria decision.
It leaves vulnerable to a Turkish attack thousands
of Kurdish fighters the Pentagon has spent years
training and arming to fight the Islamic State group.

‘No surprise’ 
In Afghanistan, the Taleban welcomed Trump’s

partial pull out, with a spokesman saying the group
was “more than happy.” Bill Roggio, an Afghanistan
expert and senior fellow at the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies, told AFP the Trump
administration’s Middle East policy is in disarray. “I
do not know what its policy is, specifically with
respect to what was known as the War on Terror,”
he said. “Until Trump articulates a policy, it appears
isolationism has won the day.” Trump campaigned
on a pledge of “America First” and vowed to limit
US engagement overseas, so his action on
Afghanistan and Syria aren’t bolts from the blue,
and many observers were pleased with his actions. 

Just weeks before Mattis announced a surge of
troops in Afghanistan in August 2017, polls showed
Americans were weary of war and lacked confi-
dence that Washington had any winning strategy. A
Morning Consult-Politico poll at the time showed
only 23 percent of people thought the US was
“winning” in Afghanistan; 38 percent thought it was
“losing.” “Trump ran on a platform of non-interven-
tion, ‘no more stupid wars,’ and promised to get out
of the nation-building business,” Daniel Davis, a
retired army lieutenant colonel and senior fellow at
the Defense Priorities military think tank, told AFP.

“That, in general terms, is his policy, which is
fundamentally sound.” In March, Trump said he
wanted to bring troops home “soon” from Syria
and last year, when he agreed to boost the US
troop presence in Afghanistan, he said he was
doing so against his own instincts. “Getting out of
Syria was no surprise,” Trump tweeted on
Thursday. “I’ve been campaigning on it for years,
and six months ago, when I very publicly wanted
to do it, I agreed to stay longer,” he added, noting
that it was “time to come home” and “time for oth-
ers to finally fight.” —AFP

KHARTOUM: Fresh protests over the rising cost of
bread broke out in Sudan yesterday, witnesses said, as
troops deployed after two days of deadly clashes that
left eight protesters dead. A government decision to
raise the price of a loaf of bread this week from one
Sudanese pound to three (from about two to six US
cents) sparked protests across the country.

In the capital’s twin city Omdurman, a witness-who
declined to be named-said demonstrations erupted as
worshippers emerged from a mosque frequented by
followers of the Al-Ansar sect, which is linked to the
Umma Party, Sudan’s main opposition group.
Protesters chanted “the people want the fall of the
regime” and “freedom, freedom,” said the witness.
“Riot police fired tear gas at the demonstrators,” the
witness added. The Umma Party overnight Thursday
issued a statement calling on its members to join the
protest movement.

Dozens also demonstrated on Road 60, a main
artery in eastern Khartoum that links the city centre
to the south of the capital, another witness said. They
demanded the government’s ouster, the witness said
on condition of anonymity, adding that the protesters
were dispersed by riot police. Protests were reported
in other cities, including in El Obeid, southwest of
Khartoum, and in Rabak, south of the capital. In
Rabak, the capital of Sudan’s White Nile state, pro-
testers torched the local headquarters of President
Omar al-Bashir’s National Congress Party (NCP) and
a government charity, witnesses told AFP.

White Nile authorities on Friday declared a state of
emergency and announced a curfew until the follow-
ing morning. The protests first erupted in the eastern
city of Atbara before spreading to Al-Qadarif, also in
eastern Sudan, and then to the capital. Two demon-
strators were killed in Atbara and six others in Al-

Qadarif, officials said on Thursday, as protesters
torched an NCP offices. Government spokesman
Bashar Jumaa warned that the government “will not be
lenient” with those who set state buildings on fire or
caused other damage to public property.

Schools ordered to close
The state-run SUNA news agency said the protest

had initially been “peaceful”, but later drifted off
course. Sudan’s education ministry on Friday
announced in a statement that schools across
Khartoum would be closed and classes suspended
“indefinitely from Sunday”. Rights group Amnesty
International called on the government to stop firing
on protesters and open up a probe into the deaths.
“These killings must stop,” Amnesty’s Deputy Director
for East Africa Seif Magango said. “Opening fire on
unarmed protesters cannot be justified and what is
clearly needed now is an independent, efficient inves-
tigation,” he added. Friday, the weekly day of rest, had
started with calm returning to Khartoum, Al-Qadarif
and Atbara, witnesses said.

While traffic returned to normal, police patrolled
some streets in Khartoum, and soldiers deployed
around petrol stations and banks in the north of the
capital. Police in patrol cars were seen carrying clubs
and tear gas canisters while the troops held
Kalashnikov assault rifles, the witnesses said. An AFP
reporter said lines formed outside bakeries in north
Khartoum as residents waited to buy bread. Residents
in Al-Qadarif and Atbara also reported that security
forces had deployed to secure government buildings
and banks. “Today the city is calm and most of the
shops in the main market have reopened,” Mohammed
Sharif Omar said in a telephone interview from Al-
Qadarif.

Economic woes 
The Umma Party’s call for members to join the protest

movement came after its leader Sadiq Al-Mahdi returned
home Wednesday from almost a year in exile. Sudan has
been facing a mounting economic crisis over the past year.
The cost of some commodities has more than doubled,

inflation is running at close to 70 percent and the pound
has plunged in value. Shortages have been reported for
the past three weeks across several cities, including
Khartoum. Protests broke out in January over the rising
cost of food, but they were soon brought under control
with the arrest of opposition leaders and activists. —AFP

‘The people want the fall of the regime’

Deadly clashes, protests erupt in 
Sudan over rising cost of bread

OMDOURMAN, Sudan: Supporters of Sadiq Al-Mahdi, Sudan’s ex-prime minister and leader of the
opposition Umma Party gather as he addresses them in a mosque in the capital Khartoum’s twin city
of Omdurman.  —AFP

At least 13 die in 
Somalia bombing
MOGADISHU: At least 13 people were killed and 17
wounded in a car bomb attack claimed by Al Qaeda-
linked group al Shabaab close to the president’s resi-
dence in the Somali capital Mogadishu, police said yes-
terday. A second explosion followed nearby. Al Shabaab,
in comments broadcast on its Radio Andalus, claimed
responsibility for both blasts and said the second was
also a car bomb. “The death toll has risen to 13 people
including civilians and soldiers. Seventeen others were
injured. The casualties are from the two blasts,” Major
Mohamed Hussein, a police officer, told Reuters.

Among those killed were a journalist, two security
personnel and a driver working for local station
Universal TV, whose car was passing the checkpoint at
which the first blast went off, another reporter working
for the station said. “My colleague Awil Dahir Salad
died in the blast together with the driver and two secu-
rity guards. They were killed by the first blast as they
drove. May Allah rest their souls,” journalist Abdiasis
Ibrahim who works for Universal TV, told Reuters.

Police had earlier said the first car bomb at the
checkpoint killed five, mostly soldiers. A Reuters wit-
ness at the scene of the second blast said he saw at
least two bodies. Ahmed Abdi, another police officer,
said the first car bomb exploded at a checkpoint some

400 meters from the president’s residence. Al Shabaab
carries out frequent attacks in Mogadishu. Its members
want to dislodge the government and impose its rule
based on its own strict interpretation of Islam’s sharia

law. The group was forced from Mogadishu in 2011 but
maintains a foothold in some regions. It has killed thou-
sands of Somalis and hundreds of civilians across East
Africa in a decade-long insurgency. —Reuters

MOGADISHU: People stand next to destroyed walls at the scene of a car bombing attack in Mogadishu,
Somalia yesterday. —AFP 

The battle for 
Yemen’s port 
DUBAI: Yemeni forces backed by a Saudi-led
coalition launched operations in June to retake
the rebel-held port city of Hodeida, through
which the bulk of the destitute country’s aid
arrives. Here is an overview of the battle for
Hodeida, where a fragile truce is in place:

Offensive launched
Government forces launch their offensive

on June 13 after receiving a green light from
the Saudi-led coalition that provides them
with essential air and ground support. The
coalition, which includes the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), carries out more than a
dozen air strikes on Houthi positions on the
outskirts of Hodeida. Rebel chief Abdulmalik
Al-Houthi vows to resist, urging his fighters to
“confront the forces of tyranny”. The UN
Security Council calls for the Hodeida port to
be kept open for deliveries of vital food and
humanitarian supplies.

Rebel airport base seized
On June 19, government forces enter the

disused Hodeida airport, announcing a day
later they control it completely. They with-
draw several days later after intense rebel

bombardment. After a pause in the offensive,
there is heavy bombing south of Hodeida
which sources say on July 3 killed more than
50 people, including civilians, over two days.
Witnesses in the city say the rebels have dug
dozens of trenches and established defensive
positions, blocking the roads with concrete
and containers.

Peace bid fails 
On August 2 UN envoy Martin Griffiths

announces talks between the warring sides in
Geneva on September 6. They would be the
first since fruitless negotiations held in Kuwait
in 2016. The same day there are air strikes on
the city that kill 55 civilians and wound
dozens of others. By September 8 the peace
effort is declared a failure with the rebels
refusing to make the journey to Geneva with-
out guarantees of their return to Sanaa. On
September 18 the coalition formally
announces its offensive has resumed.

Appeal to spare civilians 
As fighting nears hospitals in the city,

international aid groups on November 7
appeal for the warring parties to spare civil-
ians and civilian infrastructure. The rebel
chief, Houthi, meanwhile vows in a television
address that his forces will never surrender.

Street clashes
On November 9 the rebels launch bar-

rages of mortar fire to slow an advance by
pro-government forces. But loyalist forces
press deeper into the city on November 10,
taking control of its main May 22 Hospital
from which the rebels had forced out staff and

set up sniper positions. On November 11 the
first street clashes break out in a residential
neighborhood to the east of Hodeida.
Washington and London step up pressure on
Riyadh to end the conflict. —AFP

ABS, Yemen: Bassem Mohamed Hassan, a two-year-old Yemeni boy suffering from
malnutrition, has his weight measured at a hospital in the northern district of Abs
in the northwestern Hajjah province. —AFP

Ethiopian rebels 
fire verbal volley 
over peace deal
ADDIS ABABA: A rebel group popular with Ethiopia’s
largest ethnic community has accused the government of
breaching a historic peace deal aimed at encouraging the
organization to return to the political fold. The Oromo
Liberation Front (OLF) said the authorities had failed to
meet key provisions under the agreement. In July, reformist
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed removed the OLF from a list of
terror organizations, and two months later its exiled leader-
ship made a triumphant return home.

The two sides also concluded a deal in August aimed at
opening the way for the OLF to return to the political are-
na. However, the accord has run into snags. The govern-
ment has called for OLF fighters to immediately lay down
their arms, and says some of them have been carrying out
crimes. The OLF denies this, and on Friday charged the
government with failing to meet its promise of integrating
its combatants into the armed forces. “The OLF had agreed
with the Ethiopian government on the formation of impar-
tial security forces, inclusion of our fighters to security
forces and the truth about our fighters and other Oromos
who disappeared over the last 27 years,” OLF chairman
Dawud Ibsa said at a press conference in Addis Ababa.

“None of the points have been respected.”- “Some of
our fighters who have already entered into disarmament,
demobilisation and rehabilitation camps have not been
given the proper care, and we are prevented from seeing

our fighters,” he added. The Oromos are the largest of
Ethiopia’s some 80 ethnic groups, with 35 percent of the
nation’s nearly 80 million inhabitants. After the fall of
Ethiopia’s Marxist regime of Mengistu Haile Mariam in
1991, the OLF was part of the country’s transitional gov-
ernment.

But after numerous disputes with the leadership it quit
and demanded the creation of the independent state of
Oromia. In 1992, the OLF broke away from the ruling
coalition, the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF), and then began an armed
campaign against it. The government’s heavy response
spurred unrest in Oromia, leading in 2015 to the biggest
wave of protests in a quarter of a century and eventually
to the resignation of Abiy’s predecessor. Ibsa has previ-
ously said that the OLF has around 2,000 fighters, in the
south and east of the country. —AFP


