
NEW YORK: Kuwait Friday welcomed the UN
Security Council’s unanimous approval of resolution
2451, and thanked Britain, sponsor of resolution, for
showing flexibility during negotiations over the draft
text. “Our vote in favor of the resolution today,
although it was not addressing some concerns raised
during negotiations, was due to our keenness to main-
tain unity of the Security Council over Yemen,”
Mansour Al-Otaibi, Kuwait’s Permanent representative
to the UN, told a UNSC session after adoption of reso-
lution 2451. Kuwait, he added, wanted to maintain this
unity among the council members and to apply it on
other files.

Otaibi said Kuwait’s support of the resolution was
amidst “a genuine chance as well as a hope of a peace-
ful resolution of the crisis that
devastated an Arab country
with rich history and heritage,
and is still threatening unity of
Yemen, as well as regional
security and stability.”
Kuwait, he said, also support-
ed the UN Secretary General
and his envoy to Yemen
Martin Griffiths, who spon-
sored the agreement between
the Yemeni parties in Sweden.

Otaibi hoped the Yemeni
parties would abide by the agreement to pave way for a
second round of negotiations in order to reach a politi-
cal solution based on the GCC initiative and its imple-
mentation mechanism, outcome of national dialogue
and UNSC resolution 2216. Otaibi also welcomed UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres’ intention to hold
an international donor conference, in Geneva on
February 26, to support the 2019 humanitarian
response plan. Kuwait, he added, was keen on partici-
pating in the conference to alleviate suffering of the
Yemeni people.

Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry said meanwhile that the
unanimous support of the resolution at the Security
Council clearly shows the international community’s
support for a peaceful solution to the crisis in Yemen. A

ministry source hoped the Yemeni parties comply with
the Stockholm agreement, and wished the unity of the
Security Council would continue until end of the suffer-
ing of the Yemeni people. 

Saudi Arabia thanks Kuwait
In the meantime, Saudi Arabia welcomed the UN

Security Council’s adoption of British-proposed resolu-
tion 2451 over Yemen, and thanked the US and Kuwait
for contribution to reaching a final text that would be of
benefit for the Yemeni people, and maintain international
peace and security. Resolution 2451 affirms Saudi
Arabia’s diplomacy and its ‘direct impact’ on UN resolu-
tions, the Kingdom’s Deputy Permanent Representative
to the UN Dr Khaled Manzalawi said in a statement. The

resolution reaffirmed support
for an agreement between the
Yemeni parties that was
reached in Stockholm, Sweden,
and in line with GCC initiative
and its implementation mecha-
nism, outcome of national dia-
logue and UNSC resolution
2216, he said. Resolution 2451,
said Manzalawi, showed how
military and diplomatic pres-
sure forced the Houthis to with-
draw from Hodeida. 

Ground-breaking agreement
The ground-breaking agreement, following the first

talks between the warring parties in more than two
years, includes a ceasefire in and around the vital port
city of Hodeida - the conduit for nearly 80 per cent of
Yemen’s life-saving food, medical aid and fuel. The truce
entered into force on 18 December. The council ‘insist-
ed’ that all parties fully respect the ceasefire agreed for
Hudaydah governorate as well as the commitment to
redeploying their forces away from Hodeida city and the
port areas, to agreed locations outside, “within 21 days
of the ceasefire coming into force.”

The draft, penned by the United Kingdom, also
urged the parties to continue to “engage constructively,

in good faith and without preconditions” with Martin
Griffiths, the UN Special Envoy for Yemen, including by
working to stabilize the war-battered economy and
reopening Sana’a airport, as well as committing to
another round of peace talks in January 2019. Further
in the resolution, the 15-member Council authorized the
Secretary-General to establish and deploy, “for an ini-
tial period of 30 days,” an advance monitoring team on
the ground, to support and facilitate the immediate
implementation of the Stockholm Agreement.

The council also expressed ‘deep regret’ at the loss
of life and injuries in the conflict, the use of children on
the battlefield, and stressed that all those fighting need

to ensure that civilians are protected and allowed safe
passage. It also called on all warring parties to comply
with applicable international law, including humanitari-
an law to respect and protect medical facilities and
personnel allowing them safe transit; protect civilian
infrastructure including schools; reliable food distribu-
tion networks; processing and storage, and to withdraw
any military personnel from civilian buildings and areas.
The council also underlined the need to allow and facil-
itate safe, rapid and unhindered access for humanitari-
an and medical personnel to all those in need, and reit-
erated that “aid should be disbursed on the basis of
need and be gender and age sensitive.” — KUNA
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Kuwait welcomes UN Security Council’s
approval of resolution 2451 on Yemen

NEW YORK: Mansour Al-Otaibi, Kuwait’s Permanent representative to the UN, participates in voting on resolu-
tion 2451 during a UN Security Council session. — KUNA

Kuwait hopes
Yemeni parties

abide by 
agreement

Saudi Arabia thanks Kuwait, US for helping adoption of UN resolution

Kuwait asserts Syria 
resolutions’ importance

NEW YORK: Kuwait asserted importance
Friday on implementing United Nations Security
Council  (UNSC) resolution 2254 to enable
Syrians reach a political solution agreed upon by
all parties involved and to simultaneously pre-
serve Syria’s independence and unity. Kuwait’s
Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi  made the
remarks during a UN security council session to
discuss Syria. The international community and
the Security Council failed Syrians, Al-Mansour
said, stressing on the need to implement deci-
sions of the international community and to
enable Syrians achieve their wishes. The Security
Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2254
three years ago for a just political settlement in
Syria, he said. Parties involved also agreed in the
Russian city of Sochi last January on the forma-
tion of a Syrian constitutional committee, the
ambassador said, adding, however efforts in this
regard did not seem to go well. Otaibi also
expressed deep appreciation to efforts exerted
by UN Envoy Staffan de Mistura, affirming on
Kuwait’s relentless support to ensure success of
his mission in this regard. — KUNA

Iraqi hunting laws

BAGHDAD: The Kuwaiti embassy in Baghdad
called on citizens yesterday to abide by Iraqi
laws concerning bird hunting in Muthanna
Governorate of Iraq and the southern region of
the fellow Arab country. The embassy stressed
that it was paramount for Kuwaiti visitors to
abide by the law to protect themselves from
harm and legal prosecution. — KUNA

Banking leadership program

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Institute of Banking Studies
(IBS) said yesterday it is putting together a pro-
gram next month aiming to refine leadership
skills in banks and other financial institutions in
the region. The program, a joint endeavor with
Harvard Business School, will be held on January
26-31, 2019 the chairman of the government
body Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel said in a state-
ment. Leadership strategies in the financial serv-
ices industry will form the crux of this year’s
edition, Hashel, who also serves as Governor of
the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK), added. He
hailed the success of the program over the past
decade, which is  held each year in a Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) member state on a
rotating basis, saying it has proven beneficial to
financial institutions from across the region.
Hashel went on to say that the course meets
Harvard Business School’s lofty standards, based
on extensive scientific studies over existential
conditions in the global banking sector. He
underlined such “significant initiatives” offer the
opportunity for knowledge sharing and the
chance to build crucial skills. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait participated in the
Qatar National Day Celebration that was held on
Monday 17th December in Al-Raya Ballroom, in
which thousands of people attended to congratulate
the Qatari people on this special day. The reception
was held by the Qatari Embassy with the attendance
of his Excellency the Ambassador of Qatar Bandar
Al-Attiyah and his retinue.

The reception was attended by Ooredoo Kuwait
CEO Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Thani and

members of Management, where Al Thani congratu-
lated his excellency the Ambassador of Qatar on this
special day, he also congratulated the Prince of
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

Al Thani said in an interview during the cele-
bration: “We are more than pleased to see the
bond of Kuwaiti and Qatari brothers as one family
and our participation in this celebration as two
brethren countries is quite heartening. We pray to
Allah to perpetuate the grace of safety and secu-

rity of all Gulf countries.
Ooredoo’s Al-Nukhba booth was present in Al-

Raya Ballroom during the celebration to welcome
the guests and present them with the latest VIP
offers. It is worth mentioning that all Nukhba clients
get Nojoom rewards worth up to KD 500, which
can be redeemed from Ooredoo’s selection of
exclusive partners who offer the best in class serv-
ices in a variety of industries, ranging from retail to
hospitality and travel. 

Ooredoo celebrates Qatar National Day with Embassy of Qatar

KUWAIT: The Australian Ambassador to Kuwait Jonathan Gilbert visited Kuwait
Times recently and discussed matters of mutual concern with Editor-in-Chief
Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

Tunisian president underlines
special relationship with Amir
TUNIS: Tunisian President
Beji Caid Essebsi on Friday
lauded the close coopera-
tion with Kuwait, underlin-
ing his special relationship
with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The
presidency, in a statement,
quoted the president as
affirming the special, broth-
erly and solid relationship
that bonds him with His
Highness the Amir, also
noting the fruitful coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries and the strong bonds
between the two brotherly
peoples. President Essebsi
was speaking during a reception for Dr Saud Hilal Al-Harbi, the outgoing Director-
General of the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALEC-
SO). He underscored ALECSO’s noticeable role, cementing the inter-Arab ties at the
cultural and intellectual levels. — KUNA

TUNIS: Tunisian President Beji Caid Essebsi meets Director-
General of ALECSO Dr Saud Hilal Al-Harbi. — KUNA


