
WASHINGTON: An air of chaos enveloped
Washington yesterday as the US government kicked off
the holidays by partially shutting down, following the
failure of leaders to pass a federal spending bill as
negotiations stalled over Donald Trump’s demand for
money to build a US-Mexico border wall. Operations
for several key agencies ceased at 12:01 am yesterday
(0501 GMT), despite last-ditch talks that continued on
Capitol Hill between White House officials and con-
gressional leaders in both parties.

Most critical security functions remain operational
but 800,000 federal workers are impacted, with many
furloughed just days before Christmas while others
deemed essential are working unpaid. And as many
other Americans and tourists began vacations head of
end-of-the year holidays some national parks have
shuttered completely, while others remain open but
without any visitor services including restrooms and
maintenance. New York’s governor provided funding to
the Statue of Liberty monument and Ellis Island so
those key attractions could remain open.

The budget wrangling and subsequent shutdown -
the third in a year - cast a dark cloud over the US capi-
tal already reeling from Defense Secretary Jim Mattis’
resignation announcement Thursday. The uncertainty
pushed Wall Street into a third straight rout on Friday,
to end its worst week since late 2008 at the start of the
global financial crisis. “President Trump threw a temper
tantrum and convinced House Republicans to push our
nation into a destructive Trump Shutdown,” Chuck
Schumer, the top opposition Democrat in the Senate,
and his House counterpart, fellow Democrat Nancy
Pelosi, said in a joint statement.

Trump has dug in on his demand for $5 billion for
construction of a wall to curb illegal immigration on the
US border with Mexico. Democrats are staunchly
opposed, and the absence of an elusive deal means fed-

eral funds for dozens of agencies lapsed at midnight
Friday. The House of Representatives and the Senate
were due back in session at noon yesterday. But it
remains unclear how long the shutdown will last, with
Washington unable to accomplish one of its most basic
tasks - keeping the government up and running.

“This is a dereliction of duty by Congress and the
president,” said David Cox, national president of the
American Federation of Government Employees. Trump
voiced hope late Friday that it “will not last long” - after
earlier saying he was ready for just that. 
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News in brief
Kuwaitis urged to avoid Sudan 

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Embassy in Sudan yester-
day urged citizens to leave Sudan for their safety. In
a statement, the mission also called on the nationals
to abstain from travelling to the country. Kuwaitis
currently in Sudan should adhere to security author-
ities’ instructions and refrain from approaching
protest sites. They must take precautions through-
out the nation. A government decision to raise the
price of a loaf of bread from one Sudanese pound to
three (from about two to six US cents) has sparked
demonstrations across the country since
Wednesday.  —  KUNA (See Page 7)

Automatic trademark registration 

KUWAIT: Minister of
Commerce and Industry
Khaled Al-Roudhan has
approved a decision for the
automatic registration of
trademarks. According to a
statement by the ministry,
decree 774/2018 will be put
into effect from today. The
decision is in line with the
ministry’s integrated electron-
ic services aimed at facilitat-
ing procedures for business
owners, companies and individuals, added the state-
ment, revealing that the process can be done online
via the ifta.gov.kw portal. The registered trademark,
available as a QR code, is certified and there will be
no need for physical stamps or signatures. — KUNA 

Latecomers punished

KUWAIT: The justice ministry’s implementation
department has taken disciplinary action against
450 employees and they will not be promoted for
several violations, most notably being late to work.
Concerned sources said lists of employees’ names
were prepared and punishments were approved for
being late to work and leaving without permission.
The source said nearly a third of the implementation
department staff was punished based on the deci-
sion, ie 450 out of 1,500 employees. Three cases of
bribery were referred to the public prosecution, and
the employees who were involved were detained at
the central prison. — Al-Qabas

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump receives applause after signing the “First Step Act” and the “Juvenile
Justice Reform Act” at the White House on Friday. — AFP 

Prince Talal
passes away

RIYADH: Saudi Prince
Talal bin Abdul Aziz, a
half-brother of King
Salman, died yesterday
at the age of 87, his bil-
lionaire son said. “Prince
Talal was called by God
on Saturday,” Prince Al-
Waleed bin Talal wrote
on Twitter. The family
will receive condolences
today, tomorrow and
Tuesday at home in
Riyadh, he added. The
senior member of the royal family had been ill for sever-
al years. He lived in exile abroad in the 1960s after urg-
ing a transition to constitutional monarchy, but later
returned to Saudi Arabia.

Defiantly liberal and dubbed the “Red Prince”, Talal
was known as a tireless advocate of reform, sometimes
in defiance of the royal family. He was a long-standing
advocate of allowing Saudi women to drive, a right that
was finally granted to female citizens this year. Born in
1931, the prince headed the Arab Gulf Fund for
Development, a UN body that promotes education and
health in developing countries. Under the influence of
Egyptian president and champion of pan-Arab socialism
Gamal Abdel Nasser, he set up the “Free Princes
Movement” in the early 1960s, calling for substantive
political change in Saudi Arabia. — Agencies 

Prince Talal bin Abdul Aziz

DUBAI: Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards launched
war games in the Gulf yesterday, state television
reported, after a US aircraft carrier entered the water-
way amid rising tension with Washington over reim-
posed US sanctions. Television showed amphibious
forces landing on Iran’s Gulf island of Qeshm during
the exercises, in which naval vessels, helicopters,
drones, rocket launchers and commando units also
took part. “Hopefully, with these exercises, our enemies

will realize more than ever how devastating our
response would be to any move by them,” said Guards
chief Major General Mohammad Ali Jafari, state news
agency IRNA reported.

Qeshm, the largest island in the Gulf, is located near
the Strait of Hormuz through which a third of the
world’s seaborne oil passes. The US aircraft carrier
John C Stennis entered the Gulf on Friday and was
shadowed by Revolutionary Guards speedboats.
Reuters witnesses also saw an Iranian drone flying
nearby. Guards speedboats fired rockets but a US
Navy spokeswoman said they were pointed away from
US vessels. “We believe it was part of their naval exer-
cise,” Lieutenant Chloe Morgan, a spokeswoman for
the Bahrain-based US Fifth Fleet, said.

Iranian officials have made apparent threats to dis-
rupt other countries’ oil shipments through the Gulf if

Washington presses ahead with efforts to halt Iranian
oil exports as part of US sanctions against Tehran. “We
certainly strive to support our Gulf allies and let them
know that we are going to continue to be committed to
this area and to (ensure) equal access to international
waters,” said Captain Randy Peck, commander of the
carrier Stennis.

In an apparent comment on the arrival of the
Stennis, Jafari told state television: “They’ve come,
pretending to ensure the Persian Gulf states’ security ...
But it is Iran which has to provide security for the
Strait of Hormuz, the Persian Gulf and our friends and
brotherly countries on its southern coast”. Iran’s
regional rival Saudi Arabia welcomed President Donald
Trump’s decision in May to withdraw the United States
from the international nuclear agreement with Iran and
to reimpose economic sanctions on Tehran.  — Reuters 

Iran Guards hold 
war games as US 
carrier enters Gulf

KARACHI: Girls wearing Santa Claus costumes wave from a bus on a street on Friday as part of Christmas cele-
brations.  — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is planning to ease visa
restrictions for visitors from 55 countries, including
most European nations, in a bid to revive tourism that

was devastated by Islamist violence in the fallout from
the 9/11 attacks in the United States. “We are reviewing
our visa policies. We are trying to bring 55 countries
into a visa-free region, which includes most of the
European countries,” Pakistan’s information minister,
Fawad Chaudhry, told Reuters. That comes after
Portugal this month declared Pakistan safe for travel,
while France has also relaxed its advisory on travel to
the South Asian nation “I’m happy our (travel) advi-
sories are changing,” said Chaudhry.

Continued on Page 24

Pakistan plans to
relax visa policy
to revive tourism

NEW DELHI: India has authorized 10 federal govern-
ment agencies to intercept and monitor information from
any computer, a move opposition parties said on Friday
risked creating a “surveillance state”. The interior min-
istry said late on Thursday the agencies could “intercept,
monitor and decrypt any information generated, trans-
mitted, received or stored in any computer” under an
Information Technology Act.

“For the nation’s security, these agencies have been
made accountable so that no one else can do these
activities,” Ravi Shankar Prasad, minister for law and jus-
tice and information technology, told reporters on Friday.
The agencies given the powers include the Research and
Analysis Wing, the main foreign-intelligence gathering
body, the Intelligence Bureau, which focuses on internal
operations, the National Investigation Agency, responsi-
ble for anti-militant activity, the financial crime fighting
Enforcement Directorate, the Narcotics Control Bureau
and tax investigators. They would need approval from
the senior-most civil servant in the interior ministry to
carry out such surveillance.

But opposition parties led by the Congress party,
which governed before Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power in 2014, said
the government had introduced the powers “by stealth”,
without a debate in parliament. The government was
attacking citizens’ right to privacy, they said. “The BJP
government is converting India into a surveillance state,”
former federal minister and Congress leader
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