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India quicks getting the 
thoroughbred treatment

Kohli engineered Kumble’s exit, leaked email suggests

NEW YORK: A quarter century after the Presidents
Cup began with high hopes that it would one day
rival the Ryder Cup as golf’s premier team event, it
remains a relative minnow on the global calendar
after a series of one-sided American victories.

Created by the US-based PGA Tour, the
Presidents Cup largely copied the Ryder Cup format.
Yet instead of the US playing Europe, the Americans
were pitted against an International team comprised
of players from the rest of the world.

The 13th staging of the biennial event will be held
at Royal Melbourne starting exactly a year today and
a glance at the respective world rankings of the likely
players suggests that the Americans are poised to
continue their dominance.

“I fear for the immediate future of the Presidents
Cup,” New Zealander Frank Nobilo, who played on
the first three International teams, told Reuters. The
Americans have lost just once, at Royal Melbourne in
1998, while the 2003 event in South Africa was
drawn.

That makes it seven losses in a row for the
Internationals, who for the most part have been out-
classed by the US juggernaut. The inaugural
International team in 1994 was comprised largely of
players from Australia and southern Africa.

There was, however, an expectation that over time
golf would become more global, which would gradu-
ally improve the depth of the International team as
more players emerged from various corners of the
world.

That has not panned out. Moreover, Australia and
South Africa have regressed, no longer turning out
the large production line of world-class players of
previous decades.

Zimbabwean Nick Price and Australian Greg
Norman were ranked first and second in the world at
the end of 1994, while there were five other
International players in the top 20.

The current world rankings are dominated by
Americans and Europeans. There are no
Internationals in the top 10 and only two in the top 20
as of Dec. 2 — Australians Jason Day (13th) and Marc
Leishman (19th).

The US has 12 players ranked in the top 18, hardly
a comforting thought for International captain Ernie
Els. The emergence of Thailand’s Kiradech
Aphibarnrat and China’s Li Haotong as world class
players is a promising sign, and Japan and South
Korea sporadically produce an occasional top player,
but a steady production line of Asian talent has not
yet materialised.

SIGNS OF HOPE
The cupboard is even barer in South America,

with only Argentine Emiliano Grillo in the top 100,
though hopes are high that 20-year-old Chilean
Joaquin Niemann, a former world amateur number
one, will prove to be the real deal.

South Africa aside, golf remains inaccessible to
most people in the rest of Africa. It is not all doom
and gloom though. Some experts see signs of hope in
Asia at long last. “China despite its aversion to golf
has benefited by golf being in the Olympics so their
golf programs are continuing and they are recruiting
coaches from Down Under and it’s helping,” said
Nobilo, who visits the region regularly in his role as a
Golf Channel analyst.— Reuters

Presidents Cup
shows golf yet to
become truly
global sport

MELBOURNE: India are treating their pace bowlers
like prize-winning thoroughbreds after the series-
opening win over Australia in Adelaide while cautioning
them against straining too hard at the reins when the
second match gets underway in Perth.

Ishant Sharma, Mohammed Shami and Jasprit
Bumrah took 14 of 20 wickets at Adelaide Oval in a fine
debut as a pace trio on Australian soil that helped fire
the tourists to a 31-run win on Monday.

Former England captain Michael Vaughan wrote on
Twitter that India skipper Virat Kohli and actress wife
Anushka Sharma had given up their business class seats
to two of the quicks for the 3.5 hour flight from
Adelaide to Perth on Tuesday.

India coach Ravi Shastri said all three were being
spared net duties on Tuesday in a bid to freshen up
before day one of the second Test starting at Perth
Stadium tomorrow. “I think fast bowlers are a precious
commodity and they need to be taken care of like what
you do with a racehorse,” India bowling coach Bharat
Arun told reporters in Perth yesterday.

“And that’s exactly what’s happening.”
Friday’s test will be the first played at the new Perth

Stadium, which has a drop-in pitch and succeeded the
WACA as the city’s premier venue for internationals.
Perth Stadium curator Brett Sipthorpe is keen to pro-
duce a fast, bouncy wicket that would not be out of
place at the WACA.

Arun said India’s bowlers would welcome that
prospect following the relatively unhelpful track served
up at Adelaide. “Definitely with a little help from the
wicket, obviously the bowlers would love that sort of a
wicket,” he said.

“Again, whatever is in the offing, we are happy with
it.” However, he said he would urge his bowlers to stick
to the same recipe that brought success in Adelaide-

consistency and sustained pressure.
“You can be carried away with the extra pace and

bounce but again you need to understand that on any
responsive track, what is really going to be successful is
your consistency,” he said.

“And that’s exactly what we’re going to work with
the bowlers.” While the quicks were akin to racehorses,
Arun likened spinner Ravichandran Ashwin, who took
six wickets and bowled a huge load at Adelaide, to a
fine wine. “Spinners mature a lot with age, maybe
they’re like wine,” he said. “He helped us gain control.
He gave us the control, bowling close to 90 overs for
147 runs and six wickets, you can’t ask for better.”

Meanwhile, the acrimonious exit of India’s cricket
coach last year was given a fresh twist yesterday as a
leaked email suggested captain Virat Kohli had “fre-
quently” worked behind the scenes against him.

Former coach Anil Kumble quit over a rift with Kohli
in June 2017, saying his relationship with the skipper
was “untenable”. The Board of Control for Cricket in
India has denied any division in the Indian camp. 

But in a leaked email seen by AFP, a senior BCCI
official wrote to board administrator Vinod Rai that
Kohli “frequently sent SMSs to the CEO on which you
acted and there was a change in the coach”.

“Mr Kumble a legend in his own right was subjected
to loss of face and made to look like a villain,” added
senior administrator Diana Edulji. “He was gracious
enough to move on for which I respect him. There also,
rules were broken and I had raised objections back
then.” Edulji’s email originated from a separate contro-
versy in the women’s national team, where former
coach Ramesh Powar fell out with one-day captain
Mithali Raj. As men’s national team coach, Kumble
helped India reclaim the number-one Test ranking and
maintained an unblemished record in five Test series.

But he resigned after his one-year term ended with a

humiliating defeat to Pakistan in the 50-over
Champions Trophy in June 2017, prompting a fallout
with Kohli who reportedly didn’t like the coach’s train-
ing techniques.

He was replaced by Ravi Shastri. Shastri was always

the frontrunner for the job with pundits pointing to his
time as India’s team director from 2014-16 and warm
relationship with Kohli. Kohli, currently on tour in
Australia, was yet to comment publicly on the leaked
email. — AFP

PERTH: India’s cricket captain Virat Kohli (R) shares a lighter moment with teammate Rishabh Pant (L) during a
training session in Perth yesterday. India take on Australia in the second cricket Test match starting tomorrow
in Perth. — AFP

NEW DELHI: The head of cricket’s world body said
yesterday he is confident of a corruption-free 2019
World Cup as the sport works overtime to disrupt
criminals who attempt to fix matches. David
Richardson, chief executive of the International Cricket
Council, also called on national governments to do
more to tackle match fixing, which has affected lucra-
tive Twenty20 leagues as well as international matches.

The ICC anti-corruption unit “is trying to be much
more proactive in first of all disrupting these criminals
who are travelling the world trying to corrupt the
game,” said Richardson.

“Working hand in hand with the law enforcement
agencies will help us do that. So (we are) very confi-
dent that we will keep the World Cup corruption free,”
Richardson told reporters at a promotional event in
New Delhi.

He added: “We are persuading governments to
introduce legislation that can make attempts to fix
cricket matches a criminal offence and put these people
behind bars.” Richardson said there are currently inves-
tigations ongoing into corruption and match fixing. 

Sri Lanka bowling coach Nuwan Zoysa was the lat-
est to face suspension in October over accusations of
match fixing. Former Sri Lankan opener and ex-selector
Sanath Jayasuriya was also charged for failing to coop-
erate with a match-fixing probe and concealing infor-
mation in October.

The 2019 World Cup is due to take place in England
and Wales from May to July. The 59-year-old
Richardson, who is a former South Africa wicketkeeper,
also reiterated ICC’s interest in taking cricket to the
Olympics.

The vast majority of ICC members are keen to have
the sport at the quadrennial event, but the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has its reservations.
“We have got an ambition to have cricket in the
Olympics in 2028. That’s easier said than done. We
need to convince the International Olympic Committee
to have cricket,” said Richardson.

“103 out of 104 members are strongly behind that
decision to get cricket in the Olympics. There are some
issues that BCCI has with the Indian Olympic

Association but I am very confident that those issues
can be resolved.”

The only time cricket has ever featured at the
Olympics was in 1900, with just two men’s teams com-
peting. Great Britain won gold with hosts France taking
silver. — AFP
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PERTH: Australia coach Justin Langer said yes-
terday he expected a pacey wicket at the new
Perth Stadium for the second Test against India
and declared “pretty boy” captain Tim Paine
“ready to go” despite injury.

Australia are looking to avenge a 31-run
defeat in Adelaide to level the four-Test series
but Langer admitted there was some uncertainty
over the surface in Perth.

The Test will be the first played at the new
stadium and Langer said it appeared the wicket
was similar to the fast track which made its pred-
ecessor, the WACA, a haven for pace bowlers.

“I’m really fascinated and can’t wait to see
what the wicket brings,” he told reporters.
“There’s only been one four-day game in its
history.

“I went and watched a bit of the NSW versus
WA game-there was certainly some pace and
bounce there. We’ve also seen some pace and
bounce in it during the one-dayers and T20
game.”

But he said neither team would know how the
drop-in pitch plays in Test conditions until the
match begins tomorrrow. “Time will tell what the
wicket brings... If we can get (WACA-style pace
and bounce) it’d be a great thing for Test crick-
et,” Langer said.

Langer also scoffed at suggestions skipper
Paine could miss the Test after a delivery in
Adelaide smashed into a right finger that has
required several operations in the past.

“Paine is the toughest pretty boy I’ve seen in
my life,” he said. “Even if it was snapped in about
four places he’d still be right. He’s absolutely fine.
He’s obviously had issues with it before but he’s
100 percent ready to go.”

India’s win was their first in Australia in a
decade, and their first ever in the opening Test
as they search for a maiden series win Down
Under. — AFP

MELBOURNE: All-rounder Glenn Maxwell has said he
will turn his back on the lucrative Indian Premier
League next year and play a full season of English
county cricket in a bid to regain his spot in the
Australian test side.

The hard-hitting 30-year-old played the last of his
seven Tests against Bangladesh in September 2017
and missed out on a spot in the squad for the ongoing
four-match series against India. Maxwell will join up

with former Australia Test opener Joe Burns and his
former World Cup-winning team mate James Faulkner
at Lancashire, and play all three formats with the
county side.

“This is a pretty clear sign I still want to play Test
cricket,” Maxwell told Melbourne’s Herald Sun newspa-
per yesterday. “To knock back a chance to play IPL
was a big decision, and a tough decision. It’s not some-
thing you make lightly, but the thought of playing Test
cricket again still burns deep.

“I desperately want to get back out there and I still
think I have a lot to offer the Australian Test team.”
Maxwell has reaped millions of dollars playing in the
IPL but had a poor tournament with Delhi Daredevils
this year and was released by the franchise last month.

He was controversially overlooked for the tour squad
to play Pakistan in United Arab Emirates in October,
beaten out by four uncapped players. Tim Paine’s
Australia are 1-0 down in the four-test series against
India after losing by 31 runs in Adelaide on Monday.
The second Test starts in Perth tomorrow. — Reuters
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