
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A seminar titled ‘Beyond Kafala and
Exclusion: A Network Approach to Cross-Nationality
Interactions in the Arabian Gulf’ was held at the American
University of Kuwait’s Center
for Gulf Studies on Tuesday. It
was presented by Batul K
Sadliwala, who graduated
from AUK with a BA in
International Relations and
has worked with NGOs in
Kuwait and Lebanon.

Sadliwala challenged the
conventional narrative and
popular discourse about
migration experiences in the
Arabian Gulf, arguing they are
all connected to socioeconomic development. She began
her presentation by looking at the demographic imbal-
ance between locals and migrant workers - or citizens
against non-citizens, who are considered as migrants

even as they were born and raised in the country.
“The fact is there are more than 150,000 students in

the country who are non-citizens - they are non-
Kuwaitis, but 17 percent of them are actually born and
raised in Kuwait. Now, take a look at the kafala system -

this system is so deeply rooted
that to some it has become a way
of life. The integration or reinte-
gration of non-citizens has not
even come up for discussion,” said
Sadliwala, who holds a master’s
degree from the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts
University in Massachusetts.

She said the kafala system was
introduced only for temporary
workers. Even though many have
stayed in the country for more

than 10 years, they are still being treated under the kafala
system. “Many of these migrant workers have lived and
outlived many of us here - they made this country their
home, therefore they are not supposed to be staying

under the mercy of the kafala system,” Sadliwala said.  
The kafala or sponsorship system is a system used to

monitor migrant laborers, working primarily in the con-
struction and domestic sectors. The system is in force in
Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Some of these countries how-
ever have already restructured the system, such are
Bahrain and Qatar. 

The kafala system requires workers to have an in-
country sponsor, usually their employer, who is responsi-
ble for their visa and legal status. Human rights groups
have criticized the system, claiming it encourages
exploitation of workers, as many employers take away
passports of their workers, with a small chance of legal
repercussions.

Sadliwala’s research interest includes Middle East
policy, citizenship, conflict and famine-migration,
which was recently published by the Migration Policy
Institute in Washington. Her works illustrate uncon-
ventional approach for civil society, policymakers and
scholars to engage with the role that migration plays
in the Gulf.
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862 companies sent to court 

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
has sent 862 companies to court over labor-relat-
ed violations since the start of the year, Al-Jarida
reported yesterday. Director of the inspection
department at the authority Mohammad Al-Ansari
said inspection tours resulted in referring 507
companies to court for various violations, while
355 companies were sent to the investigations
department. He said the total number of fake com-
panies that were closed during the past two
months is nearly 700, with more than 2,000 work-
ers registered on their files. He said 2,870 violating
workers were arrested and deported.

Felony case

Ahmadi prosecutor ordered a case filed over the
death of a female citizen in her family home to be
registered as a felony, and sent the body to the
coroner to determine the cause of death, because
the body was about to decompose in her room and
reason for the family’s delay in informing about her
death is not known. A citizen aged 39 told police
about the death of his sister three days earlier.

Customs officer charged 

Cooperation between state security and the Drugs
Control General Department resulted in the arrest
of a customs officer who accepted a bribe and
allowed drugs in the country from Iraq. He con-
fessed to receiving KD 30,000, adding he has pre-
viously allowed in large quantities of drugs. The
suspect was sent to the public prosecution for fur-
ther action.

Thief arrested

Detectives arrested a thief who escaped from a
police station. Investigations are ongoing to find
out how he escaped to take the necessary meas-
ures against negligence in guarding him. A police
source said the suspect took advantage of being
outside the holding cell after returning from the
prosecution and escaped. Policemen informed
detectives, who were able to locate him and arrest-
ed him despite fierce resistance, and he was
returned to the police station.

Smuggling foiled

Customs officers sent a passenger who arrived from
an Asian country to the Drug Control General
Department (DCGD) after he attempted to smuggle
2,500 Tramadol tablets. Inspection systems at
Terminal 4 (T4) building indicated presence of foreign
bodies in the passenger’s luggage, and the Tramadol
was found. — Translated from the Arabic press
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Teacher accused of
causing student’s
death sent to court
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The public prosecution yesterday referred
an Egyptian female teacher accused of causing the
death of a student to the criminal court. Nine-year-old
Essa Al-Bloushi was suffering from a heart condition,
and he died in February 2018 after he was reportedly
mistreated and beaten by the teacher, according to the
indictment. The teacher is facing four charges including
beating the child to death, mistreating the child and
slandering him and his mother. Earlier, the child’s father
Thamer Al-Bloushi said his son had periodic checks at
the hospital and that the school was notified about his
special health case. He added that on the day he fought
with the teacher, he wanted to call home because he
was too tired and refused going back to school after he
returned home. 

The father added that many other parents had the
same complaints about the teacher’s behavior with
pupils. “I have been a teacher for 17 years myself. I hold
a master’s degree in educational psychology. I would
give special care to special case kids even if they keep
jumping on their desks. In this case, I would make the
school administration deal with the matter and summon
the parents instead of assaulting a nine-year-old child as
if he was an adult,” the father complained, adding that
the teacher slapped Essa, pushed him against the wall,
pulled him by the ear and threw him out of class. “She

even insulted his mother before the school assistant
manager, saying he was a rude child,” he added, noting
that Essa died the following day. 

Future plans
The Interior Ministry’s assistant undersecretary for

residency affairs Maj Gen Talal Maarafi yesterday met
with residency departments’ managers to discuss their
future work plans, said security sources. The sources
added that Marafi stressed the significance of facilitating
the process by using the e-government portal to meet
the ‘New Kuwait’ vision with the ultimate goal of activat-
ing tourism and boosting the national economy, while at
the same time being careful about Kuwait’s demographic
structure and security concerns.

Reduced fees
Director of the Public Authority for Manpower

Ahmed Al-Moussa said the authority has started imple-
menting the decision by Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor and Minister of State for Economic Development
Hind Al-Sabeeh on reducing fees collected by the
authority from citizens desiring to work for the private
sector from KD 60 to only KD 10, plus only KD 10 in
annual renewal fees. Moussa explained that the decision
was made to reduce the burden on national labor and
encourage more citizens to get private sector jobs. 

Labor city
Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmed Al-Manfouhi

announced that the contract of the 1,015,000 sq m labor
city in Jahra will be signed with the investing company
during the fourth quarter of 2019. Responding to a pro-
posal by members Humoud Al-Enezi and Abdul Wahab
Buresli on transferring the labor cities projects to the
manpower authority, Manfouhi stressed that it was one

of the municipality’s responsibilities to support the
state’s plans to encourage the private sector take part in
developing government projects. “Accordingly, the
Municipal Council approved the labor cities’ conditions,
construction regulations and suggested locations, before
referring the matter to the higher committee for studying
development projects, pending offering the project for
private sector investment,” he explained. Manfouhi elab-
orated that Jahra labor city will be built over a total area
of 1,015,000 sq m to accommodate 20,000 laborers. 

Rent allowance
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare is currently

considering the suspension of the KD 150 rent allowance
of citizens who had been ignoring all housing alterna-
tives they had been offered, noting that the suspension
will reveal those who do not actually need housing wel-
fare or are not serious in getting it. Concerning the legal-
ity of the decision, the authority explained the rent
allowance is temporarily paid to citizens awaiting gov-
ernment provided housing, and that ignoring the chances
they get and the continuation of receiving the allowance
involves public fund violations. 

800,000 electricity meters 
The Ministry of Electricity and Water’s (MEW) ener-

gy efficiency manager Iqbal Al-Tayyar said that MEW is
currently focusing on a major project to install and main-
tain around 800,000 smart electricity meters.
Meanwhile, the official noted that the ministry is current-
ly working on readying well-trained national technicians
to run future projects that require special abilities.
Tayyar added that a meeting was held in this regard with
the manager of the higher institute for energy Osama Al-
Duaij and teaching staff member Khaled Bohindi to dis-
cuss the needed training courses. 

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Lt Gen Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah meets wtih Undersecretary-General of the
United Nations Counter-Terrorism Office Vladimir Ivanovic. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Batul K Sadliwala speaks during a
seminar at the American University of Kuwait.
— Photo by Joseph Shagra

Interior Minister,
UN official discuss
countering terrorism
KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Lt Gen Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
and Undersecretary-General of the United Nations

Counter-Terrorism Office Vladimir Ivanovic and his
accompanying delegation, discussed issues of
mutual concern yesterday. In a statement released
by the Ministry of Interior Affairs, the minister not-
ed, during the meeting, continuous cooperation
between the ministry and the office in sharing expe-
rience and information. Meanwhile, Ivanovic hailed
Kuwait’s efforts in fighting terrorism, it said, adding
that the two sides in their discussions focused on
the need to boost coordination and develop region-
al and international relations in order to counter
terrorism. — KUNA

Court rejects petition
challenging MPs
memberships’ legality
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The constitutional court yesterday rejected a
petition challenging the legality of the membership of MPs
Waleed Al-Tabtabaei and Jamaan Al-Harbash. The court
however said it will rule on the constitutionality of article 16
of the Assembly’s internal charter on which MPs based their
decision to keep the membership of the two MPs even after
the court of cassation sentenced them to prison terms.

Meanwhile, the National Assembly agreed to ask the
State Audit Bureau to study asking servicemen to work in
civil jobs as secretaries for MPs amid protests by several
lawmakers that the process involved serious violations of
the law. MPs also approved eight agreements between
Kuwait and foreign countries after a brief debate.

420,000 diabetic
patients in Kuwait
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Diabetes Society Dr Waleed
Al-Dhahi warned diabetes is widespread in Kuwait and the
world, adding that the prevalence rate reaches 24 percent,
with nearly 420,000 in Kuwait suffering from diabetes. He
said 40 new cases of type 1 diabetes are registered for every
100,000 children and 4.6 cases of type 2 annually. Dhahi
said diabetes is considered difficult to control, as the rate of
control around the world is no more than 40 to 70 percent. It
is a disease that has medications, but the most important
medication for diabetes is lifestyle discipline.

Dhahi said diabetics always need to monitor their blood
sugar levels, especially those who use insulin, to adjust their
dosage. He added many people keep using the same dose
of insulin for a long time, warning this may lead to uncon-
trolled sugar levels. Dhahi said there are several means to
check blood sugar levels at home, and most of them depend
on finger pricking, but there are new devices called dia-
betes sensors, which are systems placed on parts of the
body which test sugar levels over a long period. These pro-
vide a chance for the patient to know the levels at various
times of the day, and can help against hypoglycemia. Dhahi
said the society has many activities, including educating
people and holding lectures for doctors to enhance their
skills and inform them on the latest developments.

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for General Security Affairs Maj Gen Sheikh Faisal Al-Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chaired a meeting yesterday for directors of the General Security Department. During the meet-
ing, he discussed the directorate’s current and future plans, and was briefed on the work mechanism of backup
patrols and operations’ room. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Interior ministry’s
traffic film wins
Arab award
TUNIS: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior (MoI) won
the award for the ‘best film on traffic safety’ as part of a
competition organized by the Arab Interior Council.
The council secretary general, Mohammed bin Koman,
handed the prize yesterday to the assistant undersecre-
tary at the MoI, Major General Faraj Al-Zu’bi, who
headed the Kuwaiti delegation at the 42nd conference,
grouping chiefs of Arab police and security forces. 

Earlier, Zu’bi confirmed the importance of security
cooperation and coordination between Arab nations,
especially ‘as challenges we face are common.’ He
added that Kuwait’s partaking in this conference is
represented by the Interior Ministry and aims to
strengthen security cooperation between the Arab
countries. — KUNA


