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KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday approved
a motion to ask its public funds protection panel to
launch a probe into allegations that the designs of Al-
Zour Refinery are faulty. The Assembly gave the com-
mittee two months to complete its investigation, which
should focus on alleged squandering of public funds,
with MP Faisal Al-Kandari claiming that billions of
dinars have been squandered. The Assembly also
approved a motion to ask the Audit Bureau to examine
the contract records and data of the solar energy proj-
ect in the area of Shaqaya, which was launched a few
years ago with the aim to produce 15 percent of
Kuwait’s energy by 2030 from renewable sources.

MP Khalil Abul reiterated that a grilling will be filed
to question the oil minister, but he did not specify a
date. The Assembly however agreed to delay a debate
on the issue after a request by the government because
Oil Minister Bakheet Al-Rasheedi is in Saudi Arabia on
an official visit. The $15 billion Zour project is expected
to come on-stream next year. The state-of-the-art
refinery has a capacity of 615,000 barrels per day and

is part of a huge energy complex near the border with
Saudi Arabia.  

Rasheedi is in Riyadh to hold talks with Saudi offi-
cials over the dispute in the neutral zone, which led to
halting production at two oilfields in the zone over
three years ago. Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah said the two countries are capable of
sorting out the differences in the area, which used to
pump over 500,000 barrels per day shared equally by
the two countries.

A report in The Wall Street Journal yesterday said
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are close to restarting opera-
tions in the neutral zone after the US intervened to bro-
ker an agreement, according to oil officials familiar with
the discussions. The potential return of the fields would
unlock key production capacity as the US considers
phasing out exemptions it awarded to some buyers of
sanctioned Iranian oil, and as markets see an expected
tightening next year.

Washington has been trying for months to broker a
deal between Saudi Arabia and Kuwait over the con-
tested strip of oil-rich land. The WSJ said Kuwait’s for-
eign ministry - rather than its oil arm - has been the

staunchest opponent to any deal to resume output,
according to people familiar with the matter. But the
ministry’s opposition softened after the US State
Department promised Kuwait it would guarantee its
security going forward, according to people familiar
with the matter.

“We continue to encourage Kuwait and Saudi Arabia
to reach agreement on restarting oil production in the
Partitioned Neutral Zone,” a State Department
spokesperson said. If an agreement is finalized, the
fields would restart pumping in the first quarter,
according to people familiar with the matter. Chevron
Corp, which jointly operates one of the fields with
Kuwait, said it maintains “readiness for a production
restart when that time comes.” The US major said yes-
terday that it “recently undertook an operational readi-
ness review, which tests all elements to ensure a smooth
transition”.

Meanwhile, experts warned yesterday that Gulf
states, which depend heavily on energy exports for
most of their revenues should brace for a long period of
low oil prices and subdued economic growth. 
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News in brief

Kuwait donates $1m to UNHCR

GENEVA: Kuwait has donated USD one million dol-
lars as a voluntary contribution to the 2019 budget
program in support of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). This came in a
speech delivered by Kuwait’s permanent representa-
tive to the United Nations in Geneva, Ambassador
Jamal Al-Ghunaim, to the UNHCR Pledging
Conference. Ghunaim expressed Kuwait’s apprecia-
tion for the efforts exerted by UNHCR’s top official
Filippo Grandi in carrying out its efforts to help peo-
ple affected by conflicts and disasters. He commend-
ed UNHCR’s systematic and effective handling of
humanitarian crises to reduce the impact of armed
conflicts. Kuwait has been keen for many years to
support the UNHCR as ties of cooperation have
deepened in recent years, while Middle East conflicts
have escalated and millions have been displaced from
their homes. — KUNA

First papal Mass on Arabian peninsula 

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis will say the first
Mass by a pontiff on the Arabian peninsula in
February and visit one of its largest mosques when
he travels to Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates.
A program for the Feb 3-5 trip released yesterday
showed Francis will celebrate Mass in a stadium in
Zayed Sports City on the last day of the trip.
Organizers of the trip said it would be the first time
Mass would be held in an outdoor, public venue in
the UAE. Francis will also visit Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh
Zayed Grand Mosque, the largest in the country.
There, he will hold a private meeting with the mem-
bers of the Muslim Council of Elders. Francis will
also preside at an inter-religious meeting at the
Founder’s Memorial, a complex commemorating the
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, founding
father of the UAE. — Reuters

Mom reunited with ‘dead’ daughter 

WASHINGTON: An 88-year-old American woman
has been reunited with the daughter she was told
had died at birth 69 years
ago, The New York Times
reported. Genevieve
Purinton of Tampa,
Florida, met her 69-year-
old daughter Connie
Moultroup of Richmond,
Vermont, for the first time
this month, the newspaper
said. Purinton was 18
years old and unmarried when she gave birth to a girl
in Gary, Indiana. “I was told it was a girl, but she
died,” she told the Times. The newspaper said that in
fact, a doctor at the hospital where Purinton gave
birth had arranged for the baby to be adopted.
Moultroup tracked down her birth mother after tak-
ing a DNA test on Ancestry.com, the Times said. She
traveled to Florida this month to meet her. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said the recent
Civil Service Commission decisions banning the
recruitment of holders of educational degrees who
have other professions mentioned in their work
permits have created a black market to purchase
‘teacher’ job titles. The sources added that scores
of teachers who had arrived in Kuwait years earlier
holding visas with other job titles are purchasing
the ‘teacher’ title through private institutes and
schools for KD 800-1,000 in return for transfer-
ring those teachers’ residency visas, so that they
can later apply to work at the education ministry.
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KUWAIT: A trial broadcast of a TV
channel dedicated solely for children
and backed with a simulation studio
was launched yesterday. The signifi-
cance of the ‘children’s channel’ stems
from Kuwait TV’s national vision of
ensuring young Kuwaiti generations
are intellectually, culturally and educa-
tionally equipped to contribute in the
country’s development, said Minister of
Information and Minister of State for

Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri in a
press release on launching the channel. 

One of the channel’s major objec-
tives is to face cultural peculiarities
that could challenge the moderate and
authentic traditions of the Kuwaiti
society, he noted, branding the launch
as a “quantum leap” in terms of coop-
eration and coordination between the
ministry and other government enti-
ties. Jabri concluded by stressing the
keenness of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on car-
ing for children and the youth in a bid
for this segment of society to con-
tribute in achieving Kuwait’s ‘Vision
2035’ plan. — KUNA 

KTV launches
kids’ channel 

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-
Jabri poses with children during the launch ceremony of a TV channel yesterday. — KUNA 

STRASBOURG, France: Police searched
through eastern France yesterday for a
man suspected of killing at least two
people in a gun attack on a Christmas
market in Strasbourg and who was
known to have been religiously radical-
ized while in jail. Witnesses told investi-
gators the assailant cried out “Allahu
Akbar” (God is Greatest) as he launched
his attack on the market, the Paris prose-
cutor said. The prosecutor, Remy Heitz,

also suggested the suspect may have
chosen his target for its religious sym-
bolism. “Considering the target, his way
of operating, his profile and the testi-
monies of those who heard him yell
‘Allahu Akbar’, the anti-terrorist police
has been called into action,” Heitz told a
news conference.

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a
cable of condolences to French President
Emmanuel Macron yesterday over the
victims of the attack in Strasbourg. He
expressed Kuwait’s strong condemnation
of such criminal acts which target lives of
innocent people and contradict all
humanitarian morals, expressing support
to all measures taken by France to ensure
stability and security. He asked Almighty
Allah to bestow his mercy upon the
deceased and wished quick recovery to
the wounded. 
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STRASBOURG, France: French police officers stand guard near the scene of a shooting on
Tuesday. —AFP 

MUMBAI: Topping anything in hit film “Crazy Rich
Asians”, the only daughter of India’s richest man tied
the knot yesterday after days of lavish celebrations that
included a Beyonce concert in a lakeside palace. Isha
Ambani, whose father is tycoon Mukesh Ambani, wed
Anand Piramal, son of Indian billionaire industrialist
Ajay Piramal, in the Ambanis’ 27-storey home in
Mumbai. Days of pre-wedding festivities at a sprawling
palace in Udaipur in the desert state of Rajasthan
included a concert by Beyonce, purportedly the bride’s
favorite singer.

Attendees included Hillary Clinton, former US
Secretary of State John Kerry and dozens of Bollywood
stars including Shah Rukh Khan, Salman Khan and
Aamir Khan, as well as cricket superstar Sachin
Tendulkar. Joining them was a who’s-who of India’s
super-rich elite, arriving on dozens of specially char-
tered flights into Udaipur’s normally sleepy airport and

whisked away in expensive cars. Actress Priyanka
Chopra and American singer Nick Jonas, who them-
selves became husband and wife earlier this month,
were also guests at Udaipur’s City Palace on the banks
of Lake Pichola. 

Yesterday evening’s actual wedding was a more pri-
vate affair with around 600 close friends and family,
and some politicians, on the guest list. There was a high

police presence in the south Mumbai area around the
Ambanis’ home, which is called Antilia and reportedly
cost over $1 billion when it was completed in 2010.
Indian newspapers have been abuzz with speculation
about the total cost of the wedding. Conservative esti-
mates have put it around $15 million while others insist
$100 million is closer to the truth.
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MUMBAI: Newlyweds Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra and US musician Nick Jonas (left) and Bollywood actors
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and Abhishek Bachchan with daughter Aradhya (right) attend the wedding ceremony of Indian
businesswoman Isha Ambani with Indian businessman Anand Piramal yesterday. — AFP 


