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Celtic miss out on 
chance to climb 
back to top spot
GLASGOW: Celtic missed the chance to climb back to the
top of the Scottish Premiership after Motherwell scored
a late equaliser as 10-man Rangers slipped to defeat
against Aberdeen. Brendan Rodgers’ side paid the price
for failing to build on Ryan Christie’s 13th-minute opener
as their dominance in possession at Fir Park counted for
nothing and they were left to rue a first-half penalty miss
by Leigh Griffiths. The champions were heading back to
the top of the table three days after Rangers leapfrogged
them but Johnson’s 88th-minute strike ensured Kil-
marnock travel to Parkhead on Saturday as leaders fol-
lowing Aberdeen’s 1-0 win at Ibrox.

Steven Gerrard admits he is struggling to tackle a dis-
cipline problem after striker Alfredo Morelos was sent off
in the Rangers manager’s first home defeat as boss. Scott
McKenna fired Aberdeen ahead early but Rangers were
given hope when Sam Cosgrove got himself sent off for
the Dons just after the half-hour mark. But with Rangers
struggling, Morelos’ frustrations boiled over as he caught
Graeme Shinnie to earn a second yellow midway through
the second half. Rangers have now collected eight reds
this term and Gerrard admits his patience is running thin.

The manager - whose side have now surrendered top
spot just three days after taking the title-race initiative -
said: “I’m concerned. “There’s only so much I can do. I’ve
made it very clear they’re not helping themselves.
“They’re making their task a lot more difficult. We miss
key players for important games.” Kilmarnock climbed to
the top of the table with a 2-0 win against Livingston after
Greg Stewart netted a first-half double. The new leaders
have now had just one defeat in their past 11 league games
and currently sit one point ahead of Old Firm giants
Rangers and Celtic. Elsewhere on Wednesday, Dundee
beat Hamilton 4-0 with a Kenny Miller hat-trick, Hibs
drew 2-2 with St Mirren and St Johnstone and Hearts also
drew 2-2. — AFP 

BURNLEY: Roberto Firmino came off the bench
to score with his first touch as Liverpool came
from behind to maintain their unbeaten Premier
League start on Wednesday after Jurgen Klopp’s
decision to ring the changes almost backfired.
Two goals in the space of seven minutes midway
through the second-half sealed a hard-fought 3-
1 win at struggling Burnley after Jack Cork’s 54th-
minute effort had given the hosts an unexpected
lead against a side they’ve now beaten just once
in the last 12 attempts spanning 44 years. It means
Liverpool remain second, cutting Manchester
City’s advantage at the summit to two points with
a 12th victory of the campaign, and in the process
posting the club’s best start to a top flight season
after 15 games. They were pushed all the way by
a Burnley side now anchored in the relegation
zone after an eighth game without victory. 

A totally different outcome looked possible
when Cork pounced from close range after
keeper Alisson twice failed to gather the ball
after confusion in the Liverpool box from a Jo-
hann Berg Gudmundsson corner. The lead lasted
just eight minutes before James Milner leveled
with a cool 20-yard finish into the bottom corner
from an inviting Divok Origi lay-off. Klopp im-
mediately threw on Mo Salah and Firmino in a
bid to seal victory which was rewarded in the
69th minute when Firmino guided the ball into
an unguarded net after Virgil van Dijk redirected
a Trent Alexander-Arnold free-kick across the
face of goal.

Liverpool’s German head coach utilised his
squad to make seven changes from the side that
clinched a dramatic stoppage-time Merseyside
derby victory over Everton. Skipper Jordan Hen-

derson returned from suspension for his 300th
career league appearance as the Reds started a
game without any of Salah, Sadio Mane or
Firmino for the first time in more than 18 months.
After midfielder Ashley Westwood fired over
early on, Burnley had to settle for shots from dis-
tance in an attempt to find a way past Alisson,
with Chris Wood and Phil Bardsley both going
close from long range.

The hosts had the ball in the net as half-time
approached, but Ashley Barnes’ fine first-time 18-
yard volley into the top corner from Robbie
Brady’s free-kick was correctly ruled offside. Liv-
erpool started the second-half with greater pur-
pose, and Daniel Sturridge forced a good save
from Hart with a powerful effort from the edge of
the area which was destined for the bottom corner.
Burnley’s former England keeper further excelled

when he managed to fingertip a fierce Naby Keita
effort onto a post and out for a corner after the
Liverpool midfielder burst past Ashley Westwood. 

The hosts responded with their best spell of
the game as the hour mark approached, and a
300th league game in management for Burnley’s
Sean Dyche’s looked like being a fruitful one
after Cork pounced for his third goal of the sea-
son. That was until Milner’s leveler changed the
complexion of the game, and Klopp quickly
called on his cavalry to provide the desired re-
sult. Alisson redeemed himself in stoppage time
with a great save from Mee’s header before
launching the move that led to Liverpool’s third
goal when Xherdan Shaqiri swept home a Salah-
inspired move to leave the Clarets only off the
bottom only on goal difference after taking two
points from the last possible 24. — AFP 

2 goals in seven minutes sealed a hard-fought win

Liverpool fightback at Burnley 
to maintain an unbeaten start

Newcastle hold 
on for rare point 
at Everton
NEWCASTLE: Newcastle United finally registered a goal at
Goodison Park as they earned a useful away point with a 1-1
draw against Everton on Wednesday to bounce back from their
weekend defeat by West Ham United. They had lost on their last
five Premier League trips to Everton without scoring but took
the lead after 19 minutes when Salomon Rondon lashed past Jor-
dan Pickford.

Everton responded to dominate the rest of the half and were
shouting for a penalty after a challenge on Ademola Lookman.
Richarlison had an effort saved but from the resulting corner the
Brazilian stabbed home at the far post. Everton looked the more
likely winners but it was Newcastle who went close twice late
on with Christian Atsu guilty of wasting a glorious chance for
the visitors, shooting straight at Pickford as the clock reached
90 minutes. Newcastle are still looking for their first win at Ever-
ton since 2010.  — Reuters

SPANISH LEAGUE 

CD Leganes v Getafe 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN LEAGUE
Juventus FC v Inter Milano 22:30
beIN SPORTS  

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
Werder Bremen v Fortuna D¸sseldorf 22:30
beIN SPORTS 

FRENCH LEAGUE
Monaco FC v Nice 22:45
beIN SPORTS

MATCHES ON TV
LOCAL TIMING

Odds stacked against 
Inter in Derby d’Italia
MILAN: The odds appear to be stacked against Inter Milan for today’s
Derby d’Italia at Juventus with the hosts on a seemingly relentless march
towards an eighth successive Serie A title. Juventus have opened an eight-
point lead at the top and dropped only two points in their first 14 games.
Bolstered by the signing of Cristiano Ronaldo, their progress has been re-
lentless and the second half of the season threatens to turn into a one-
horse race. Inter Milan were seen as possible challengers to Juve’s
dominance at the start of the season but, despite at one point winning
seven games in a row, have paid dearly for their inconsistency and are 11
points behind in third.

Even at this stage of the season, it seems their only hope is give a help-
ing hand to second-placed Napoli by taking points off Juve. Inter’s recent
record in the fixture is equally demoralizing, with only two wins in the 16
league meetings since winning their last Serie A title in 2010 under Jose
Mourinho. Inter are still smarting from their last meeting in April when they
led 2-1 at San Siro with five minutes left, only to lose 3-2.  — Reuters

LIVERPOOL: Everton’s Colombian defender Yerry Mina (left)
and Everton’s English striker Dominic Calvert-Lewin (2nd
right) vie in the air to header the ball against Newcastle
United’s English defender Jamaal Lascelles (2nd left) and
Newcastle United’s Swiss defender Fabian Schar during the
English Premier League football match between Everton and
Newcastle United on December 5, 2018. — AFP 


