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WOLVERHAMPTON: Maurizio Sarri accused
his Chelsea players of over-confidence after
throwing away a lead to lose 2-1 at Wolver-
hampton Wanderers on Wednesday. Chelsea
looked to be on course for victory thanks to
Ruben Loftus-Cheek’s early opener as the vis-
itors dominated the first-half, but two goals in
four second-half minutes saw Wolves secure
their first win in seven games and inflict just
Sarri’s second defeat since taking charge in the
summer. Next up Chelsea face the daunting
task of halting Manchester City at Stamford
Bridge on Saturday and Sarri suggested a jolt
to their confidence could be a blessing, but de-
clared himself “worried” by the manner of their
defeat at Molineux.

“After this match we are less confident but
maybe it’s better because sometimes my play-
ers show me that they have too much confi-
dence,” said the Italian. “We played well for
55 minutes. After the goal for 1-1, which was
an accident because we were in full control of
the match, we were suddenly another team
without the right distances and without our
football. “I don’t know why. I am really very
worried, not for the result but the fact that
after the first goal we conceded we did not
react very well. I am really very worried for
this, not for the result.”

Chelsea missed several chances to extend
their lead and were denied a possible penalty

early in the second half when Alvaro Morata
tangled with Wolves defender Willy Boly. Yet
Sarri refused to discuss the penalty appeal and
insisted his decision to make five changes also
wasn’t the cause of his side’s defeat. “In the
first 10 minutes of the second-half we could
have scored four or five goals. We had four
goal opportunities but I don’t want to discuss
those or the referee,” he added. “I don’t think
it depended on the changes, it depended on
the mentality of the team. I saw a team without
a reaction. You can lose a match but not with-
out a reaction.”

Chelsea are now 10 points off City at the
top of the table, but of more immediate con-
cern are now only in the top four above Arse-
nal thanks to their superior goal difference.
“Manchester City are in another category, said
Sarri. “We have to play and fight for the top
four. It is a very difficult result for the top four.
“For me, City at this moment are the best team
in Europe or maybe the best in the world.”
Chelsea took an 18th-minute lead when Lof-
tus-Cheek cut in from the left and hit a curling
shot that struck the head of the unlucky Conor
Coady to wrongfoot goalkeeper Rui Patricio
and creep inside the near post.

However, on his first Premier League start,
18-year-old Morgan Gibbs-White lead the
fightback as he fed Raul Jimenez, who drilled
a low shot under goalkeeper Kepa Arrizabal-

aga. Moments later Molineux erupted when
Matt Doherty crossed and Diogo Jota side-
footed home for the winner. “He is one of the
best generations of English players for a long

time,” claimed Wolves boss Nuno Espirito
Santo of his midfield starlet. “He is a reality of
the fantastic job that national teams are doing,
so well done to them.” — AFP 

Wolves come from behind 
to beat wasteful Chelsea

Spurs show new 
Southampton 
boss the size 
of his task
LONDON: Tottenham bounced back from
their derby defeat against Arsenal to sweep
aside struggling Southampton 3-1 on
Wednesday and show new Saints boss Ralph
Hasenhuttl the size of the task he faces. The
Austrian was named as Mark Hughes’s suc-
cessor earlier in the day and took a watching
brief at Wembley but for the first hour it was
painful viewing.

Hasenhuttl, who will take over from interim
Kelvin Davis, who becomes the new man-
ager’s number two, will have been encouraged
by the final 30 minutes as Southampton were
the better side and grabbed a late consolation
through Charlie Austin. But by then they were
already three goals down, with Harry Kane,
Lucas Moura and Son Heung-min on the
scoresheet for Spurs. “It was a difficult game
after last week, when we played three big
games,” Spurs boss Mauricio Pochettino told
the BBC. “Hugo Lloris was man of the match

and that’s something I’m disappointed about,”
he added. “We conceded more chances than
against Arsenal. But I feel it was job done and
I’m happy with the three points.”

Lax defending from Southampton allowed
Spurs to take a ninth-minute lead. As the hosts
played a corner short, Matt Targett did not
match Kane’s run to the near post and the Eng-
land captain rammed home Christian Eriksen’s
cross from close range for his ninth Premier
League goal of the season. Spurs goalkeeper
Loris somehow got his fingertips to a swerving
effort from Pierre Hojbjerg and tipped it on to
the post. That gave the hosts the wake-up call
they needed and they were quick to reassert
their authority, with Kane forcing Alex Mc-
Carthy into a low save before the Saints goal-
keeper had to smartly tip over from Son.

Pochettino’s men were in no mood to let
Southampton make it nervy for them and two
goals in the opening 10 minutes of the second
half killed the game. After Eriksen’s low free-
kick was well saved by McCarthy, Moura fired
home from the resulting corner at the second
attempt for his fifth Premier League goal of
the campaign. Four minutes later it was three
and Targett was the culprit again as Trippier
dispossessed him, passed to Kane, whose low
cross was easy for Son to turn in from inside
the six-yard box. Southampton, who remain
third from bottom, showed plenty of spirit de-
spite finding themselves 3-0 down. — AFP

Arsenal extend 
unbeaten run in 
four-goal thriller
MANCHESTER: Jose Mourinho accused his
Manchester United players of shooting them-
selves in the foot as he saw his under-strength
team gift Arsenal two goals in a 2-2 draw that
extended their winless Premier League run to
four games. United, who started with Paul Pogba
and Romelu Lukaku on the bench, showed great
spirit to twice come back, with equalizers from
Anthony Martial and Jesse Lingard earning a
much-needed point. But, after a defeat at Man-
chester City and dispiriting draws with Crystal
Palace and Southampton, United are now 18
points behind leaders City and actually closer to
the relegation positions than they are first place.
United also trail Chelsea and Arsenal, who are
now unbeaten in 20 games, by eight points in the
battle for a place in the top four.

And Mourinho, who saw a bad David de Gea
error and Marcos Rojo own goal twice hand Ar-
senal the lead, believes the performance contin-
ued their run of self-inflicted harm. “We scored
four goals and we drew 2-2,” joked Mourinho.
“But we scored four goals and even in matches
like today where we play well, we always shoot
ourselves. “Sometimes we miss chances with an

open goal, other times defensive mistakes but
tonight there was a fantastic spirit, good per-
formances. “Our problem is finding a perform-
ance like this without the mistakes we made and
we had very good performances where we make
mistakes and we are always punished.”

Mourinho’s frustration was especially under-
standable given that Arsenal’s opening goal, after
26 minutes, featured that rarest of collector’s
items, a mistake by his Spanish international
goalkeeper David de Gea. Chris Smalling slipped
at Lucas Torreira’s 26th minute corner, allowing
Mustafi the space to send a free header bounc-
ing into the ground and goalwards. It looked a
routine save for United’s number one but he suc-
ceeded only in pushing the ball into the air, two-
handed, over his own head and over the goalline,
despite Ander Herrera’s desperation clearance.

But United responded within four minutes as
Rojo, playing for the first time this season, un-
leashed a terrific free-kick which Bernd Leno kept
out at the foot of his left-hand post. Herrera re-
sponded quickly, although replays suggested he
may have been fractionally offside, reaching the
loose ball on the by-line and turning it into the
six-yard area where Martial was able to convert.
That dramatic pattern would be repeated after 68
minutes when Arsenal regained a lead they could
only hold, on this occasion, for 74 seconds.

Lacazette played a one-two with fellow sub-
stitute Henrikh Mkhitaryan and advanced into
the area where Rojo tackled him from behind
and succeeded only in turning the ball into his
own net. — AFP

Sarri slams Chelsea’s complacency in defeat 

WOLVERHAMPTON: Chelsea’s Spanish striker Alvaro Morata (2nd left) misses a chance on goal
during the English Premier League football match between Wolverhampton Wanderers and
Chelsea at the Molineux stadium on December 5, 2018. — AFP 


