
River join Boca
in Madrid
ahead of 
Libertadores
clash 
MADRID: Argentinean giants River Plate
landed in Madrid yesterday ahead of their
long-anticipated Libertadores Cup decider
against bitter rivals Boca Juniors. The first
leg of the two-leg final-the first to pit the
Buenos Aires rivals against each other-
ended 2-2 at Boca’s Bombonera ground last
month. River were set to host the return at
their El Monumental stadium on November
24 but it was postponed after River Plate
fans attacked the Boca Juniors team bus. 

As punishment, South America’s football
federation CONMEBOL ruled that River
would lose home advantage, and fears over
further fan violence meant the game would
be played outside Argentina. The second
leg is scheduled to be held at Real Madrid’s
Santiago Bernabeu stadium on Sunday.
Boca arrived on Wednesday and with River

joining them in the Spanish capital, both
teams are expected to train today.

River, who arrived yesterday morning,
are scheduled to train at 1800 (1700 GMT)
at Madrid’s Valdebebas training base. Boca
will train at the Spanish football federation’s
training base at Las Rozas, north-west of
the capital. The south American giants were
initially opposed to proposals to play their

decisive second leg in Spain. Former Boca
idol Juan Roman Riquelme lashed out at the
decision earlier this week, saying it would
make it “the most expensive friendly in his-
tory”. “It won’t be the same. No matter how
much I want Boca to win it, I think the final
has to be played in our country,” he said.
“The way it is, makes it the most expensive
friendly in history.” — AFP 

CHICAGO: Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Connor McDavid tallied
shootout goals to rally the Edmonton Oilers past the host St Louis
Blues 3-2 on Wednesday. The pair beat Blues goalie Jake Allen as
Edmonton won the extra session 2-1 after Tyler Bozak opened it
with a goal for St Louis. Nugent-Hopkins and Oscar Klefbom
scored goals in regulation for the Oilers, who recovered from a 2-
0 deficit. McDavid returned to the lineup after a one-game ab-
sence caused by illness and assisted on Klefbom’s game-tying
goal with 56 seconds left in the third period. He rang in the de-
ciding goal in the shootout to break a 1-1 tie. Edmonton goalie
Cam Talbot made his first start since Nov 25 and had 28 saves.
Ivan Barbashev and Brayden Schenn had goals for the Blues. Allen
stopped 34 shots.

Ducks 4, Blackhawks 2
Ondrej Kase scored the go-ahead goal early in the third period

as Anaheim opened a four-game homestand with a victory over
Chicago. Brandon Montour, Daniel Sprong and Jakob Silfverberg
also scored for the Ducks, who won their fifth consecutive game
and improved to 7-1-2 over their past 10. John Gibson made 25
saves. Erik Gustafsson and Alex DeBrincat scored for the Black-
hawks, who have lost five in a row and dropped to 3-9-2 under
coach Jeremy Colliton after he replaced the fired Joel Quenneville.
Corey Crawford stopped 28 shots.

Sharks 5, Hurricanes 1
Timo Meier collected one goal and two assists, and Joe Thorn-

ton notched three assists as host San Jose thumped Carolina. Mar-
tin Jones made 39 saves for the Sharks, who have won two in a
row. Barclay Goodrow, Tomas Hertl, Meier, Joe Pavelski and Mar-
cus Sorensen notched goals for San Jose, with Kevin Labanc
recording two assists. Lucas Wallmark scored for the Hurricanes,
who have just one win in five games (1-3-1). Curtis McElhinney
made 18 saves. — Reuters
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ST LOUIS: Connor McDavid #97 of the Edmonton Oilers looks to pass the puck at the Enterprise Center on December 5, 2018.  — AFP 

Fighters mixing kung
fu and bullfighting 
JIAXING: Several times a week, kung fu teacher Ren Ruzhi
enters a ring to spar with a bovine opponent around five
times his weight and capable of killing him. Ren’s mixing of
martial arts and bullfighting worries his mother, but the 24-
year-old has never been hurt. Besides, he says, grappling
with a snorting bull is exciting. “It symbolizes the bravery of
a man,” Ren told Reuters in Jiaxing in China’s eastern
province of Zhejiang. Unlike Spain’s more famous sport, the
Chinese variant of bullfighting involves no swords or gore
but instead fuses the moves of wrestling with the skill and
speed of kung fu to bring down beasts weighing up to 400
kg (882 lb).

“Spanish bullfighting is more like a performance or a
show,” said Hua Yang, a 41-year-old enthusiast who watched
a bullfight during a visit to Spain. “This (the Chinese variety)
is truly a contest pitting a human’s strength against a bull.
There are a lot of skills involved and it can be dangerous.”
The physically demanding sport requires fighters to train in-
tensively and they typically have short careers, said Han Hai-
hua, a former pro wrestler who coaches bullfighters at his
Haihua Kung fu School in Jiaxing. — Reuters

MADRID: Boca Juniors players attend a training session at the Spanish Football Federa-
tion (RFEF) headquarters in Las Rozas, northwest of Madrid yesterday. — AFP 

Oilers’ Connor McDavid 
makes victorious return

Meier, Thornton guide Sharks past Hurricanes


