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Pop star Ariana Grande’s sugary new music
video for the hit “Thank U, Next” is now the
fastest to rack up 100 million views on

YouTube, the platform told AFP Wednesday.
After dropping Friday, the clip needed little more
than three days to eclipse South Korea’s Psy,
whose video for “Gentleman” took a few hours
longer to hit 100 million views in 2013. Grande,

25, had teased the video-which recreates
scenes from several 2000s-era teen films in-
cluding “Mean Girls” and “Legally Blonde”-for
weeks after releasing the break-up anthem on
November 5.

“Thank U, Next” also broke the record for
most views in the 24 hours after its YouTube re-
lease with 55.4 million, smashing the previous
record of 45.9 million views held by Korean boy
band BTS for “IDOL.” In the song, Grande re-
flects on former loves including rappers Big Sean
and Mac Miller-who committed suicide in Sep-
tember-as well as the comedian and actor Pete
Davidson, with whom she had a brief but heavily
publicized engagement.

The track earned Grande, who launched her
career acting in a series for the youth network
Nickelodeon, her first number one spot on the
Billboard Hot 100, a music industry standard
chart based on sales along with online streaming
and radio play. The pop artist will release an
album-also titled “Thank U, Next”-at a yet
unannounced date. — AFP

Ariana Grande’s ‘Thank U, 
Next’ video smashes records

Irish rock band U2 topped the 2018 Forbes
magazine list of the highest-paid musicians
thanks in part to the group’s successful

“Joshua Tree” world tour celebrating their clas-
sic 1987 album. That tour helped the band col-
lect $118 million in pre-tax earnings from June 1,
2017 to June 1, 2018, the magazine said. 

The performances featured well-known hits
from “The Joshua Tree” album including “Where
the Streets Have No Name,” “With or Without
You” and “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Look-

ing For.” The band’s earnings also included rev-
enue from a new tour, “Experience + Inno-
cence.” British band Coldplay finished second on
the Forbes list with $115.5 million, mostly from
its “A Head Full Of Dreams” tour. Billions of
streams helped 27-year-old British singer Ed
Sheeran finish third with $110 million. He was fol-
lowed by Bruno Mars with $100 million and
Katy Perry with $83 million. — Reuters

In this file photo Ariana Grande performs during
Aretha Franklin’s funeral at Greater Grace Temple
in Detroit, Michigan.  — AFP 

Moroccan actor Jillali Ferhati reacts after receiving
a Tribute award during the 17th Marrakech Inter-
national Film Festival in Marrakech. — AFP photos 

US film director Laurence Fishburne (left) and
guest attend the 17th Marrakech International Film
Festival.

Members of the jury (from left) Mexican film director Michel Franco, US director and president of the
jury James Gray, British film director Lynne Ramsay, French director Laurent Cantet, Lebanese film di-
rector Hadjithomas Joana, German-Spanish actor Daniel Bruhl attend the 17th Marrakech International
Film Festival.
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U2, Coldplay top Forbes list
of highest-paid musicians

Moroccan actor and director  Jillali Ferhati received the
Golden Star of the Marrakech International Film Festival.
A tribute to the director of “The Beach of Lost Children”,

“ From the Dawn” or “Ultimate Revolt” on the evening of Decem-
ber 5th. After Robert De Niro and Agnes Varda, it is the turn of
Moroccan filmmaker Jillali Ferhati to receive his Golden Star in
an evening celebrating Moroccan cinema.

A reward given by Hammadi Guerroum, film critic and regular
to the Festival, given the long career of Jillali Ferhati which is

spread over the span of thirty years and is marked by award, both
in Morocco and the United States. Guerroum wished to salute “
the friend, the man and the artist in this great moment of recog-
nition “.  As a reminder, Jillali Ferhati is “ The Beach of lost children
“ (1991), “ Fortune Horses “ (1995), “ Braids “ (2000), “ Memory in
detention “ (2004), “ From the Dawn” (2010), “ Pillow secrets “
(2013) and “ Ultime Revolt “ (2018), his latest film that was
screened at the end of this tribute ceremony.

Welcomed at the Palais des CongrËs with great emotion and

pride, the artist expressed his high consideration to King Mo-
hammed VI for the unconditional support for national cinema. Ji-
lali Ferhati also thanked the audience for the “love and support
you give me,” he said. “I would also like to dedicate this award to
my grandson...” he said in an emotional speech. 

— www.moroccanladies.com

Marrakech International Film  Festival honors Jillali Ferhati

French actress Nadege Beausson Diagne. Moroccan actor Jillali Ferhati reacts as he receives
a Tribute award.


