
‘We’ll fight’, says 
Philippine journalist
in govt showdown
MANILA: Threatened with prison and closure of the
news site she co-founded, Philippine journalist Maria
Ressa says there is one clear response to the government
onslaught she faces: fight back. The site, Rappler, has taken
a critical stand on President Rodrigo Duterte’s deadly anti-
drug crackdown and now finds itself the target of grinding,
unrelenting attacks from the authorities. Ressa turned her-
self in this week to face one tax evasion charge, but could
still face arrest on four other counts that she insists were
crafted to bring the site to heel.

“I have nothing to hide. We have done nothing wrong.
I’m willing to challenge the government and I will hold
them accountable,” she said at Rappler’s Manila head-
quarters. “I’m not afraid of what it’s (the government)
doing. In fact, I call them on these lies. We’ll fight them in
court,” she added of the charge that carries up to 10 years
behind bars. She is due to be arraigned Friday on the first
case, which stems from allegations Rappler and Ressa did
not pay taxes on 2015 bond sales that netted $3 million.

The investments are at the heart of a case that led the
Philippines’ corporate watchdog to void the news site’s li-
cense in January. That case is still pending. “They want to
intimidate. They want to harass,” she said. “The end goal of
all that is to (force us to) pipe down. Stop doing the stories.”

The government said this week Duterte had no hand
in the charges, saying “we will never interfere with the
function of the judiciary.” Rappler has been among a
clutch of Philippine news outlets that have questioned

the methods of the president’s signature crackdown,
which police say has killed nearly 5,000 alleged dealers
and addicts since 2016.

The odds ‘a bit stacked’    
Rights campaigners say the true toll is triple that and

could amount to crimes against humanity. Yet, the site and
its roughly 30 journalists, a majority of whom are women
in their 20s, has kept publishing stories on the drug war.
Its most recent series quotes vigilantes who say they were
paid by Philippine police to kill drug suspects or criminals
under the banner of Duterte’s crackdown.

Ressa insists the site is not anti-Duterte, saying it is just
doing its job to hold the government to account. In doing
so it has invited a steady stream of online vitriol since
Duterte came to power over two years ago. Ressa’s posi-
tion at the head of the site meant getting, by her own es-
timate, up to 90 hate messages per hour online at one
point toward the end of 2016. “I feel like Rappler has been
under attack for two and a half years,” she said.

The attacks are nothing new, but with the filing of
criminal charges against her the stakes have now reached
a new level of menace. Her fate will be decided by a ju-
dicial system which is notoriously responsive to pressure
applied by the powerful. “I still believe there are men and
women inside the government who want to hold the line,
who believe in the values of the Philippine constitution,”
Ressa said.

“We’re going to fight it in court, but it looks a little bit
stacked,” she added. Ressa admits to being baffled by the
logic of the tax case against her and Rappler, which al-
leges the site became a dealer in securities-not a media
outlet-once it engaged in the bond sales.  “It’s like saying
yellow is blue,” she said  “How do you fight against some-
body who is trying to convince other people that yellow
is blue?” — AFP 
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N Zealand military braces
for climate change battle
WELLINGTON: The New Zealand Defense Force identified climate
change as one of its biggest security challenges yesterday, warning that re-
sponding to global warming will increasingly stretch its resources. The NZDF
said the impact of climate change in the neighboring Pacific islands promised
to be so extreme that providing humanitarian assistance could limit its ability
to perform its traditional defense roles.

“With the intensifying impacts of climate change... New Zealand may be
faced with concurrent operational commitments, which could stretch re-
sources and reduce readiness for other requirements,” it said in a report ex-
amining climate’s impact on the military. The NZDF has already played a
major part in helping Pacific island nations such as Vanuatu and Fiji following
devastating cyclones blamed on man-made global warming.

The report said problems in the Pacific would only worsen, bringing the
potential for food and water shortages, land disputes arising from climate
migration and more violent storm disasters. “When the effects of climate
change intersect with a complex array of environmental and social issues,
they can be a significant contributor to both low-level and more violent con-
flict,” it said.  “The security implications of climate change are further mag-
nified in areas dealing with weak governance or corruption.”

Climate Change Minister James Shaw said the military’s role was chang-
ing. “More and more, their battles seem to be about fighting the aftermath
of extreme weather events, which fewer and fewer people these days are
trying to argue are not part of the impact of climate change,” he said. New
Zealand has lifted its presence in the Pacific this year, partly in response to
China’s growing role in the region, which Wellington sees as falling within
its sphere of influence. — AFP 

TOKYO: Rescue operations were underway
yesterday for five US marines missing after two
American military aircraft crashed during a re-
fueling operation off the coast of Japan, the
Japanese defense minister said. One crew mem-
ber has already been rescued and is thought to
be in a stable condition, Takeshi Iwaya said. A
spokesman for the Japan Self-Defense Forces
(SDF) said another crew member had been
found but there were no immediate details of the
marine’s condition. “The Marine is being trans-
ported to a local hospital for evaluation,” the US
military said in a statement.

“US military and the Japanese Self-Defense
planes and vessels are searching for those still
missing... I hope all the members will be rescued
safely as soon as possible,” Iwaya added. The
marines were conducting “regularly scheduled
training” when the crash occurred around 2:00
am local time, the 3rd Marine Expeditionary
Force said in a statement. The F/A-18 fighter jet
with two crew onboard and a KC-130 refueling
tanker with five crew crashed into the sea
around 100 kilometers off the cape of Muroto in
southwestern Japan, Iwaya said.

The crew member rescued had been in the
fighter jet, the minister confirmed. Japan’s SDF
had deployed nine aircraft and three vessels for
the search, he said. “We are thankful for the
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force’s efforts as
they immediately responded in the search and

rescue operation,” the Marines said. A
spokesman for the Japanese coastguard said six
vessels and an aircraft had been dispatched sep-
arately to assist in the rescue efforts.

There are few details about the circum-
stances of what the Marines described as a
“mishap” and an investigation is underway. Pub-
lic broadcaster NHK sent a helicopter to try to
find the crash site but was unable to locate it due
to heavy fog and rain. During a normal KC-130
refueling operation, the tanker aircraft trails a
hose from the back of the plane with a so-called
“drogue”, shaped a bit like a windsock, at the
end. The fighter jet then inserts a probe inside
the drogue to receive fuel, which it can do at a
rate of up to 300 gallons per minute, according
to globalsecurity.org.

Appropriate measures   
The US military has about 50,000 troops

stationed in Japan and accidents are not uncom-
mon. In November, a US navy fighter jet crashed
into the sea off Japan’s southern island of Oki-
nawa and its two crew members were rescued
alive. And in November 2017, a C-2A “Grey-
hound” aircraft with 11 people on board went
down in the Philippine Sea-eight were rescued
and the search was called off for the remaining
three after a two-day search.

The US military has also experienced diffi-
culties with its Osprey helicopters, with several

emergency landings, a deadly crash and a piece
of chopper falling on the grounds of a Japanese
school. Those incidents have stoked tensions be-
tween close military allies Washington and
Tokyo and led to protests against the deploy-
ment of Ospreys by residents living near US
bases. Iwaya said the incident was “regrettable
but at this point we are doing our utmost to res-
cue those still missing”.

“Later, if we get to know the details of the ac-
cident, we will take appropriate measures,”
added Iwaya. He said that there was no informa-
tion that any passing vessels were affected by
the crash. Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni
that hosts the US base where the two aircraft
were based, told the city assembly he had asked
the military to halt operations until the cause of
the accident became clear. — AFP 

JAPAN: In this photograph courtesy of the US Air Force, a C-130 Hercules takes off during a training
exercise at Yokota Air Base, Japan. — AFP
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