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WAMENA, Indonesia: Indonesian security
forces have retrieved the bodies of 16 people in
the aftermath of a massacre by suspected sep-
aratist rebels in restive Papua province, the mil-
itary said yesterday. The confirmed deaths,
believed to be of construction workers, mark
the deadliest bout of violence in years to hit a
region wracked by a low-level independence
insurgency. The bodies will be evacuated to the
town of Timika from the remote district of
Nduga, a mountainous region where the attack
happened Sunday, local military commander
Binsar Panjaitan said.

“The latest informa-
tion is that 16 bodies
have been found,” Pan-
jaitan told reporters in
Papua. The dead had not
been identified and the
military did not supply
details about how they
were killed. An earlier
eyewitness account
supplied by the military detailed the killing of
at least 19 people, including in execution style
shootings or having their throat slit. Previous
local media reports put the number of dead be-
tween 24 and 31.

Yesterday, the military warned that it was not
yet clear whether all the dead worked for a
state-owned contractor that has been building
bridges and roads as part of efforts to boost in-

frastructure in the impoverished region. Another
15 people-including seven employees of the
contractor-have been evacuated from the area.
Many in Papua view Indonesia as a colonial oc-
cupier and its building work as a way to exert
more control over a region that shares a border
with Papua New Guinea, an independent nation.

Police and military teams sent to the area
have come under rebel gunfire with one sol-
dier killed and two wounded since Monday,
according to authorities. On Wednesday, the
military supplied an account from one survivor

identified by his initials
“JA” who claimed about
50 rebels entered the
workers’ camp on Sat-
urday and led them
away with their hands
tied behind their backs.
The following day, the
rebels shot dead a
group of workers, while
some tried to escape,

the account said.
The attackers allegedly recaptured six

workers and slit their throats, according to the
uninjured witness, who said at least 19 employ-
ees had been killed in all. A Facebook account
purportedly run by the National Liberation
Army of West Papua (TPNPB) said the armed
group had killed 24 workers on the orders of
regional commander Ekianus Kogoya. 

Indonesia routinely blames separatists for
violence in Papua and foreign media need per-
mission to report there, making it difficult to
obtain reliable information. Papua declared it-
self an independent nation from the Dutch in

1961, but neighboring Indonesia took control of
the resource-rich region two years later on the
condition it hold an independence referendum.
It officially annexed Papua in 1969 with a UN-
backed vote, widely seen as a sham. —AFP
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WAMENA, Indonesia: Indonesian military and police officers carry body bags after they arrived in Timika, Papua
province. —AFP

US priest 
accused of sex
abuse arrested
in Philippines
MANILA: An American Catholic priest
wanted for allegedly sexually abusing Filipino
altar boys as young as seven has been arrested
in the Philippines and now faces deportation,
officials said yesterday. Kenneth Bernard Hen-
dricks, 77, was taken into custody Wednesday
on the central island of Biliran after serving as
a priest for 37 years in the predominantly
Catholic Philippines.

“We received information from US author-
ities regarding the alleged sexual exploitation
of multiple minor Filipino boys by Hendricks,”
immigration bureau spokeswoman Dana San-
doval said in a statement. “This is our priority,
to kick out people like this because they are
preying on our children,” she said. Hendricks
was wanted on an American warrant after
being indicted by a US court on charges of
“engaging in illicit sexual conduct in foreign

places”, immigration authorities said. The US
embassy in Manila did not immediately pro-
vide comment on the case. It was not clear
how American authorities had learned of the
allegations.

The priest allegedly abused altar boys,
who were between the ages of seven and 12,
in his residence and warned them they would
go to prison if they told anyone about the mo-
lestation, they added. Hendricks, wearing a
blue shirt and glasses, calmly nodded as he
was being read his rights, TV reports showed.
He later said he wanted to see the charges
against him in writing. Local police said Hen-
dricks was also the subject of a separate in-
vestigation by Philippine authorities after two
boys filed a complaint against him. 

“People in the community could not believe
the allegations as he was known as a good
priest. He had no record of any violations so
the community was shocked,” provincial po-
lice spokeswoman Chief Inspector Lilibeth
Morillo said.  Hendricks is to be deported and
banned from the Philippines, the immigration
bureau said. The Philippines is Asia’s biggest
Catholic country and has also seen sexual
abuse charges leveled against its clergy. A US
court in October sentenced a Filipino ex-
priest to 20 years in prison for abusing minors
there in the 1990s.—AFP

Cambodia frees 32
surrogate mothers
charged with
human trafficking
PHNOM PENH: Cambodia has released 32 women
who were detained while pregnant on charges of
human trafficking for acting as surrogate mothers
for Chinese couples, a government official said yes-
terday. The women, who were detained in July, were
freed on bail this week after promising to raise the
children themselves, said Chou Bun Eng, secretary
of state for the Ministry of Interior. “We requested
(the court) to release them on probation under
watch,” she said via the messaging app Telegram.

Police have said each woman was promised
$10,000 for carrying a baby for Chinese clients.
“We do not know yet who are the people who
wanted the babies,” said Chou Bun Eng, adding
the mothers became attached to the infants during
their pregnancies and wanted to keep them. “All
have a commitment, because of love for the child
developed in their wombs,” she said. The women
were discovered during police raids at two apart-
ments in the capital, Phnom Penh, in June. They
were charged in July with cross border human
trafficking.

Five other Cambodians and one a Chinese na-

tional were also charged for involvement in the
surrogacy ring, police said. Members of the
Agape International Missions (AIM), a Christian
anti-human trafficking charity, accompanied po-
lice on the raid, AIM said in a July statement. The
women were initially provided accommodation
by AIM and given meals, medical care and coun-
seling, the group said. AIM said it continued to
provide assistance after the women were ar-
rested and transferred to a police hospital.

“We believe that with the necessary equip-
ping and support these 32 families will become
models of loving Christian families positively im-
pacting the communities in which they live,” the
group said in the statement. Cambodia is 97 per-
cent Buddhist, with Christians accounting for
less than 1 percent of the population. An AIM
staff member said the charity continues to pro-
vide assistance to the women, but declined to
comment further.

Cambodia was a popular international desti-
nation for couples looking to have babies
through commercial surrogacy but the practice
was made illegal in 2016. Since then, Cambodia
has been cracking down on surrogacy. In 2017,
an Australian nurse and two Cambodian assis-
tants were found guilty of running an illegal com-
mercial surrogacy clinic. She was released earlier
this year, according to local media reports.
Neighboring Thailand has also banned surrogacy
and much of the business has shifted to Laos,
where dozens of fertility clinics have appeared
during the past few years.—Reuters 


