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WASHINGTON: The US Supreme Court takes
up yesterday the question of whether a person
can be tried twice for the same offense-a case
with possible implications for President Donald
Trump and the Russia probe. The case involves
Terance Gamble, who in 2008 was convicted of
second-degree felony robbery. Seven years later,
Gamble was pulled over in Alabama for a traffic
violation and found to be in possession of a gun.
The state sentenced him to a year in prison be-
cause felons are barred from possessing firearms.

Federal authorities tried Gamble separately for
the same gun offense and he was sentenced to
four years in prison. The Fifth Amendment of the
US Constitution says that no one can be “twice
put in jeopardy of life or limb” for the same crime.
But for more than 150 years, the court has held
that being tried separately by a state and the fed-
eral government does not violate this principle
because they are “separate sovereigns.”

The Justice Department has set limits to avoid
abuses in these cases and these are rare anyway,
said Dane Ciolino, a law professor at Loyola Uni-
versity in New Orleans. “A conviction by one sov-
ereign usually results in loss in interest by the
other,” Ciolino said. Yet if state authorities fail to
win a conviction of a suspect, or drop charges, fed-

eral prosecutors often step in and go after the de-
fendant-or vice versa. This was the case with Terry
Nichols, one of the defendants in the bombing of a
federal building in Oklahoma City in 1995. The at-
tack killed 168 people. After federal authorities
failed to win a death penalty conviction, the state
of Oklahoma put Nichols on trial. And again,
Nichols was sentenced to life in prison because the
jury was not unanimous on putting him to death.

Metastasizing law    
Minor crimes like Gamble’s are often sub-

jected to more than one trial in violation of the
spirit of the constitution, say jurists who support
his appeal before the Supreme Court. The Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union has urged the court to
drop its acceptance of double trials. “With the
ever-metastasizing federal criminal law-there are
now over 4,500 federal crimes on the books-
there is tremendous overlap with state law on
everything from drug possession to tampering
with an odometer,” the ACLU said.

“This greatly increases the threat of duplica-
tive prosecutions for a vast and increasing
amount of conduct.” But other anti-racism advo-
cacy groups are more cautious, such as the Thur-
good Marshall Center, which argues that letting

people be tried by both a state and the federal
government has helped advanced the cause of
African American rights. They say blacks are bet-
ter defended by the feds.

For instance, federal authorities charged po-
lice officers suspected in the beating of black
motorist Rodney King in Los Angeles in 1991
after a mainly white California state jury acquit-
ted them. This last decision triggered nationwide
riots. Aside from the issue of civil rights, Ciolino
said that if the Supreme Court ends up barring
separate trials for the same crime, this could
come into play in special counsel Robert Muller’s
probe of alleged collusion between the Trump
campaign and Russia in the 2016 election and
whether Trump has tried to obstruct the investi-
gation into this relationship. 

Trump has said he does not rule out pardon-
ing his former campaign manager Paul Manafort,
who faces prison time for violating federal fraud
laws. Under the current separate sovereigns
doctrine, states such as New York or Virginia
could bring charges against Manafort if Trump
pardons him. Such a pardon would be seen as
Trump’s way of encouraging other suspects in
the Russia probe to decline to cooperate with
Mueller, with the suggestion that if they hold

fast, he will reward them with a pardon. But if the
court rules in favor of Gamble and no longer up-
holds more than one trial for one offense, a
Trump pardon would stand pat. In a display of
how the issue crosses partisan lines, two of the
nine judges on the court-progressive Ruth Bader
Ginsburg and conservative Clarence Thomas-
seem in favor of abandoning the “separate sov-
ereigns” principle. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: In this file photo US President
Donald Trump speaks to reporters before walk-
ing to Marine One on the South Lawn of the White
House in Washington, DC. — AFP

Child marriage costs 
countries billions 
in lost earnings 
ACCRA: Respect Ruvimbo Topodzi was 15 and walking
home from school in her native Zimbabwe when a 22-year-
old man asked her out. She turned him down but it was too
late. Her father saw them and assumed they were already to-
gether. He told her she had to marry the man and live with
him. She dropped out of school and soon became pregnant.
It was only when her husband became abusive that she was
allowed back to the family home. Since then, Topodzi has
been working to stop other girls having the same experience.

She took on the government to change the law and in-
crease the minimum legal age of consent for marriage from
16 to 18.  “As a mother and survivor of child marriage, I am
so passionate about ending child marriage,” she told AFP
at a recent conference on the subject in Ghana’s capital
Accra. “I know how it feels to be married early and I know
how you handle things in your marriage-that is so difficult.”

According to a new World Bank report, more than a third
of girls in sub-Saharan Africa marry before their 18th birth-
day, which costs countries billions of dollars in lost earnings.
Estimates for 12 countries suggest some $63 billion is lost
because child brides complete fewer years of formal edu-
cation than their peers who marry later.  

Every year of secondary education reduces the likeli-
hood of marrying before the age of 18 by five percent or
more, it added in the report, “Educating Girls and Ending
Child Marriage”. West Africa in particular has the highest
prevalence of marriage before age 15, and of the top 20
countries with the highest rates of child marriage in the
world, 18 are in Africa. — AFP

Bush to be
buried after
four-day tribute
HOUSTON: George H.W. Bush was to be
laid to rest yesterday; concluding a four-day
tribute to the 41st president that saw Amer-
ica briefly set aside its political divisions.
After a state funeral Wednesday in Wash-
ington that was attended by the country’s
five living presidents and foreign dignitaries,
Bush’s flag-draped coffin was flown to
Houston. He will lie in repose at St Martin’s
Episcopal Church, where the Bushes wor-
shipped for decades, until he is buried.

Bush will be interred at his presidential
library in College Station next to his wife
Barbara, who died in April, and their daugh-
ter Robin who died of leukemia at age
three. At the memorial service President
Donald Trump and First Lady Melania
shared a front row pew in the National
Cathedral with past presidents Barack
Obama, Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter and their
wives as an honor guard brought Bush’s
casket into the prayer hall.

Former president George W. Bush
tapped the casket twice when he walked up
to deliver a rousing eulogy, fighting through
tears as he sang the praises of his father
and predecessor as commander-in-chief,
who died Friday at age 94. “He showed me
what it means to be a president who serves
with integrity, leads with courage, and acts
with love in his heart for the citizens of our

country,” Bush said. “He was born with just
two settings-full throttle, then sleep,” he
said. “To us, his was the brightest of a thou-
sand points of light,” he said in a reference
to his father’s signature call to volunteerism.
Wednesday’s funeral capped a national
homage that saw Bush lie in state in the US
Capitol rotunda, where thousands paid re-
spects to a statesman who steered the na-
tion through turbulent times including the
end of the Cold War-and in a style dramat-
ically different to the current president. 

Since Bush’s death, Trump has traded his
usual provocative posture for one of solem-
nity, tweeting before the service about “a
day of celebration for a great man who has
led a long and distinguished life.” “He will

be missed!” Trump wrote. At the funeral,
Trump and his Democratic predecessors
appeared locked in an uneasy truce. Trump
arrived and shook hands with Obama and
former first lady Michelle Obama. 

But his greetings stopped there, and the
body language turned cold as he failed to
acknowledge Hillary Clinton, his defeated
Democratic rival in 2016. Clinton stared
straight ahead and the two made no eye
contact. It was a marked contrast when Bush
Jr. arrived minutes later and shook hands
with the current and past presidents and
their wives-and handed Michelle Obama a
piece of candy, as he did during the memo-
rial service for senator John McCain in the
same cathedral in September. —AFP 

TEXAS:  A visitor paying his respect to former US President George H.W Bush
salutes the flag-covered coffin as he lies in repose at St. Martin’s Episcopal
Church in Houston, Texas. — AFP


