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KUWAIT: Interior ministry officials tour an exhibition of handicrafts made by prisoners at Souq Sharq
yesterday.  —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

News in brief

Drug pusher held

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Drug Control General Department arrested
a suspect with 60 kg of hashish and 3 kg of shabu hidden
in a hole in a Kabd farm. The suspect was put under sur-
veillance, and after it was confirmed he was selling drugs,
a warrant was obtained and the farm was searched, where
two boxes containing the drugs were found.

Ring removed 

A disabled citizen
was taken to Razi
(orthopedic) Hos-
pital after all at-
tempts to remove a
ring from his finger
failed. Firemen
from Industrial
Shuwaikh Center
went to the hospital
and used special
equipment to cut it
without injury.

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The 7th exhibition of handicrafts made
by prisoners opened yesterday in Souq Sharq. On
behalf of Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen
Essam Al-Naham, Assistant Undersecretary of the
Interior Ministry Reformatory Institutes Depart-
ment Maj Gen Faraj Fahd Al-Zuabi said: “We are
happy to see the success of our efforts with the ex-
hibition of the work of prisoners of the reformatory
institutes department, which seeks to rehabilitate
inmates and equip them with a profession that
helps them after they leave prison to earn a living
and live among the community as productive indi-
viduals and develop their talents and abilities.”

Regarding the Amiri amnesty, he said the
amnesty is always issued after the national holi-
days (February 25-26). “This year we were keen
to seek the Amiri amnesty on the morning of the
national holiday to make the prisoners spend the
day with their families. We began to compile lists

of prisoners for the amnesty, and finalized and
ratified them by the ministers of interior and jus-
tice. A committee was formed to examine the
lists within the amnesty rules. The final list will
be submitted on January 1 to the Amiri Diwan for
auditing, and we hope it will be issued before
Feb 25,” Zuabi said.

He pointed out that the number of prisoners
who will be released this year is lower because
last year had highest, with 2,700 prisoners par-
doned with immediate release or commutation
of their sentences. Another 100 people were
added to the list later. “The amnesty will include
exemption from fines, especially for drug ad-
dicts, since these people should be considered
as people with illness who they must be treated
and not punished,” Zuabi added. He thanked all
those who participated in and contributed to the
exhibition, which contributes significantly to
raising the name of Kuwait in international fo-
rums and conferences on human rights. 

List of inmates to be pardoned being readied

Exhibition of handicrafts 
made by prisoners opens

UAE says GCC 
strong despite row
DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates said yesterday the Gulf
Cooperation Council remained valid despite a bitter row
with Qatar that has fractured the bloc ahead of an annual
summit next week. Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and non-
GCC member Egypt have imposed a diplomatic and eco-
nomic boycott on Qatar since June 2017 over allegations
Doha supports terrorism. Qatar denies the charges and says
the boycott aims to curtail its sovereignty. “The main suc-
cess of the council is in its economic aspects and the cre-
ation of a Gulf common market,” UAE Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash tweeted. “The political crisis
will end when the cause behind it ends and that is Qatar’s
support of extremism and its interference in the stability of
the region.”

The dispute has undermined the regional role of the six-
nation GCC, set up in 1980 as a bulwark against larger
neighbors Iran and Iraq. Last week, Qatar abruptly an-

nounced it was quitting OPEC after 57 years to focus on
gas in an apparent swipe at the oil-exporter bloc’s de facto
leader Saudi Arabia. The move has deepened the sense
among diplomats and analysts that any prospect for a near-
term resolution to the dispute was unlikely to come at the
GCC summit in Riyadh.

Saudi Arabia’s king has invited Qatar’s emir to attend the
Dec 9 gathering of heads of state, but Doha has not yet said
what level of representation it would send. Bahrain’s foreign
minister said in remarks published yesterday that the level
of Qatari representation at the one-day summit was irrele-
vant. “It is the same whether they attend or not,” Foreign
Minister Khalid bin Ahmed Al-Khalifa told the pan-Arab
daily Asharq Al-Awsat. “The crisis with Qatar has reached
unprecedented levels and I don’t know how they will come
back from that, as Qatar has joined itself with the region’s
enemies such as Iran and distanced itself from the GCC.”

Qatar’s ruler last month said the dispute “exposed the
failure” of the GCC and harmed regional security by weak-
ening the block which groups Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the UAE. At last year’s summit, held in
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain sent ministers
or deputy prime ministers.  —Reuters

Kuwait added to 
S&P DJI with 
EM classification
KUWAIT: S&P Dow Jones Indices has in-
cluded Kuwait among emerging markets in
its indices. It lauded the noticeable
progress in settlement sand clearing
through the move to a unified settlement
cycle (T+3), and implement the Delivery v
Payment (D v P) principle. The changes
were implemented with the first and sec-
ond stages of the market development
project that is supervised by the Capital
Markets Authority and implemented by

Boursa Kuwait and Kuwait Clearing Com-
pany. The announcement said the actual
addition of Kuwait in the S&P Dow Jones
Indices will be before market opening on
Sept 23, 2019, bearing in mind that the in-
dices are:

l S&P Global BMI
l S&P Global BMI Sharia
l S&P/IFCI
l Dow Jones Global Index
l S&P Global Property
l Dow Jones Islamic Markets
It is worth mentioning that S&P Dow

Jones Indices placed Kuwait on the con-
sultation list for promotion to an emerging
market in its June report for the second
consecutive year, and said that CMA is im-
plementing important steps in the way of

earning promotion to an emerging market
through a project being executed in sev-
eral stages in order to get closer to inter-
national standards. It said in the same
declaration that the most notable imple-
mentations within the development
process are:

l Unifying the settlement cycle to T+3.
l Implementing the Delivery versus

Payment (D v P) principle.
l Dividing the marked according to

certain criteria.
This achievement is the second promo-

tion to emerging markets indices following
that of FTSE Russell, and the placement of
Kuwait on the supervision list for promo-
tion on the MCI indices to be decided in
June 2019.


