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KUWAIT: MP Majed Al-Mutairi yesterday called
on the government to buy billions of dinars in bank
loans taken by Kuwaiti citizens, revisiting a sensi-
tive issue that had dominated domestic politics for
years. But Mutairi this time says his draft law will
not cost the government anything and will still re-
lieve Kuwaiti citizens from a big financial burden.

In his bill, the lawmaker proposes that local
banks report within one month to the Central Bank
all the loans taken by citizens from local banks. The
Central Bank in turn will place government de-
posits equal to the debt on Kuwaiti citizens, who
will be exempted from repaying their debts. Mu-

tairi said through this way, the Kuwaiti people will
be relieved and the government will not pay any
extra dinar. He however didn’t mention the
amounts of interest that the government could ob-
tained on the deposits.

The lawmaker said domestic banks and invest-
ment companies will then invest the deposits
placed against the citizens’ loans and take their
dues from the investment returns. The government
had in the past adamantly rejected such proposals,
saying they constitute a major burden on state fi-
nances, and its rejection had locked the country
into political crises. The government is highly ex-
pected to reject this proposal too because of its
high cost on government coffers. The size of citi-

zens’ debt is not known, but it is believed to be
several billion dinars.

Meanwhile, the National Assembly’s human
rights committee yesterday met Mohammad Al-
Enezi, a stateless man who was illegally detained
by the interior ministry for 25 days over allegedly
plotting to assassinate Saleh Al-Fadhalah, the head
of the stateless (bedoons) central agency. Member
of the committee MP Thamer Al-Dhafiri said the
panel heard from Enezi about flagrant violations
committed by the state security agency during his
detention.

The lawmaker called on the interior ministry to
launch an investigation into the allegations and
threatened that the interior minister will be held

politically responsible. The public prosecution de-
cided to shelve the case against Enezi after it
found that he had only sent a text message to Fad-
halah without threatening him.

Rapporteur of the legal and legislative commit-
tee MP Khalil Abul said yesterday that the com-
mittee received a report from the government on
its viewpoints regarding the grilling against the
prime minister. The government explained why it
believes the grilling is unconstitutional. Abul said
that the committee also discussed the issue with
three top constitutional experts who expressed
their opinions. The committee will meet on Mon-
day with griller MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri, who
shunned a previous invitation on Wednesday.

Amir sends 
condolences to 
Iranian president 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable of condolences to Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani. In the cable, the Amir expressed
Kuwait’s strong condemnation of the terrorist car bomb ex-
plosion that hit near a police post in Iran’s southeastern port
city of Chabahar, leaving two police officers dead and in-
jured a number of people. The Amir expressed his sincere
condolences and sorrow to victims of the terrorist act, pray-
ing for mercy for the deceased and swift recovery for the
wounded. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the
Iranian president. — KUNA 
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Kuwait gives nuclear
security top priority 
VIENNA: Kuwait attaches special attention to cooperation with
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the region’s
countries, mainly GCC members, in the domain of nuclear security,
said a Kuwaiti official. “Kuwait pays maximum heed to a national in-
tegrated plan to promote nuclear security in the country,” Kuwait’s
national liaison officer at the IAEA Nader Al-Awadhi said to KUNA
yesterday after submitting a working paper to a relevant interna-
tional conference. The blueprint has played a core part in focusing
efforts on the establishment of a strong and sustainable nuclear se-
curity infrastructure in the shortest possible time, he added.

The IAEA conference is being held in Vienna at the level of ex-
perts under the rubric: “International Conference on the Security of
Radioactive Material: The Way Forward for Prevention and Detec-
tion”. Elaborating, Awadhi said the Kuwaiti document included plans
in the realm of nuclear security, together with a set of issues, prima-
rily relevant expected threats. He noted that nuclear terrorism and
its looming catastrophic consequences on humanity and national
and environment infrastructures pose a main problem across the
world in the context of globalization.

He added that the usage of radioactive material in illegal purposes

is a source of permanent worry,
emphasizing that an integrated
system for radioactive material
security is one of the key ele-
ments of national nuclear security
infrastructure. The paper features
the main characteristics of
Kuwait’s nuclear security blue-
print and progress made in this
regard, the Kuwaiti official
pointed out. This plan has largely
contributed to ensuring the
country’s security by means of
promoting institutional, human
and technical capabilities in var-
ious nuclear security aspects.

Held from December 3 to 7, the IAEA gathering provides a forum
for member states to share their experiences, including difficulties
encountered, lessons learned and good practices adopted, in the im-
plementation of the nuclear security recommendations on radioac-
tive material and associated facilities. The purpose of the conference
is to foster the exchange of practices and experiences related to the
security of radioactive material under regulatory control in use,
transport and storage, and to the system and measures for detection
of this material out of regulatory control. — KUNA 

Nader Al-Awadhi

Defense minister 
chairs SCPD meet 
KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of De-
fense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah chaired the
Supreme Council for Planning
and Development’s second
meeting as part of its 2018’s
second session. The meeting,
held on Wednesday night, dis-
cussed reports by SCPD’s com-
mittees submitted on the
second session’s agendas, the
council said in a press statement
yesterday.

It also discussed the eco-
nomic committee’s report on
economic and financial sustainability in the country, added the
statement, noting SCPD also reviewed a report on the National
Fund for Small and Medium Enterprises Development. The meet-
ing also discussed a report by the human and urban development
committee on priorities of the government’s action plan, in addi-
tion to the committee’s opinion on housing issues, suggested so-
lutions, and mortgage draft law. —KUNA  
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DGCA projects over
15m passengers in ’18 
KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation pro-
jected yesterday the number of passenger travelling via
Kuwait Airport is to surpass 15 million in 2018. The annual
increase in the number of travelers via Kuwait Airport is
between 10 and 12 percent, nearly a million, Deputy Direc-
tor General for Aviation Safety and Air Transport Affairs
Emad Al-Juluwi told KUNA. Juluwi made his remarks on
the sidelines of celebrating the upcoming International Civil
Aviation Day, annually marked on 7th of December.

Juluwi said DGCA has a colorful record of achieve-
ments, whether on the levels of training and qualifying
national cadres, or infrastructure and significant facili-
ties. The directorate has an ambitious plan to construct
enhanced facilities and infrastructure; an important step
that is in line with the country’s goal to be an interna-
tional financial and commercial hub, said the DGCA of-
ficial. Some of the ambitious infrastructure projects
listed in the New Kuwait 2020 Vision’s development plan
include airfreight city, third runway, and Terminal 2,
noted Juluwi. —KUNA

Kuwait to tap 
renewable energy 
in oil extraction 
BEIRUT: Kuwait is increasingly interested in drawing upon re-
newable energy in the extraction of oil in an effort to curtail car-
bon dioxide, said a Kuwaiti scientific official. “Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) has plans to curb carbon dioxide emissions in
the processes of extraction, production and conversion (of oil),”
Director-General of Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS) Adnan Shihab Eldin said to KUNA while attend-
ing a conference on transfer of renewable energy in Middle East,
held in the Lebanese capital Beirut.

“The KPC has commenced blueprints to carry out some proj-
ects aiming at storing carbon dioxide on the one hand, and to
boost reliance on renewable energy on the other hand,” he added.
He underlined the significance of renewable energy in Kuwait,
which could contribute to producing 15 percent of electricity gen-
eration in the country, noting that the oil sector is helping in build-
ing renewable-energy power plants in the country.

Speaking during the energy event, Shihab Eldin urged the
Arabs, who hold more than 50 percent of the world’s oil needs, to
maintain a sustainable role of oil and gas which contribute to the
countries’ economies. — KUNA  


