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Begging in Kuwait is a bit different from what we
see in other countries. The establishment of the
Social Affairs Department laid the technical and ad-
ministrative foundations to combat begging - a
menace that can do a lot of damage to Kuwait’s
image worldwide. More so, it is really hard to beg
in a country that is known to be one of the richest
oil countries in the world and named by the UN as
a ‘Humanitarian Center’. But with the winds of an

economic downturn swirling around Kuwait and
other Gulf countries, some beggars have devel-
oped creative ways to beg despite the threat of de-
portation. Some beggars pose as helpers, while
others pretend to be very ill.  

In one of the most creative begging tactics in
Kuwait, an Arab woman used a 3D drawing to fake
a cancerous growth on her body. The beggar, who
pretended to be a cancer patient, made people be-

lieve she was in serious pain and needed to undergo
urgent surgery. The woman (reportedly from a GCC
country) claimed she had one of her legs amputated
and needed to treat the other at a hospital in Egypt.
A Kuwaiti victim said the woman rang his doorbell
and claimed she had lost one leg to cancer and did
not want to lose the second one. He said he be-
lieved her when he saw the ‘rotten leg’ and gave her
KD 190. The woman was later arrested. 

The high season for begging in Kuwait is usually
in the holy month of Ramadan. Beggars can be
seen around mosques to take advantage of peo-
ple’s sympathy. According to reports, over 50 beg-
gars (women and men) were arrested across
Kuwait during Ramadan. “I often see an Arab
woman in her late 20s wearing a niqab with a
young girl begging for money whenever I come out
of the mosque. I do give them money out of pity -
at least for the sake of that small girl”, said Kareem,
an Indian expat.

In order to evade arrest, some offer to help you
- even if you don’t need their help, while others re-
sort to selling various household items on the
street. “I see some kids and men selling weird
items along the road. I just give them money with-
out taking anything in return. I feel they are not ac-
tually selling those things but are indirectly asking
for help”, said Rola Ahmed, a 41-year-old
Lebanese expat.

However, everyone selling goods on the streets
is not a beggar. Kuwait Times sighted an elderly
man (a bedoon) selling some items along Airport
Road. We offered him KD 5 - but surprisingly, the
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As the interior ministry stresses its zero-tolerance policy towards begging, beggars in turn are devising new means to
dodge the crackdown. While some see it as a last resort for subsistence, others use the proceeds to offset their bills as
economic hardship bites. According to the rules, foreigners who are caught begging will be deported and will be banned

from entering any Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) country in the future. 


