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Jazz sink 20 treys, rout Spurs 
Pacers, Collison halt Bulls’ comeback bid

SALT LAKE CITY:  Chimezie Metu #7 of the San Antonio Spurs shoots the ball against the Utah Jazz on Tuesday at Vivint, SmartHome Arena in Salt Lake City, Utah. — AFP

UTAH: Donovan Mitchell scored 20 points,
and the Utah Jazz made a franchise record 20
3-pointers in a 139-105 victory over the vis-
iting San Antonio Spurs on Tuesday night.
Rudy Gobert had 18 points and 10 rebounds,
and Kyle Korver added 15 points off the
bench in his first home game since Utah
reacquired the veteran guard in a trade. The
Jazz won for the third time in four games
since dealing for Korver. Jakob Poeltl con-
tributed a career-best 20 points and seven
rebounds off the bench for San Antonio,
which lost for the third time in four games.
DeMar DeRozan scored 16 points and dished
out seven assists, and LaMarcus Aldridge
added 16 points. The Jazz went 10 of 17 from
long distance over the first two quarters and

opened up a 63-47 lead by halftime. Overall,
Utah hit 20 of 33 3-point attempts.

PACERS 96, BULLS 90
Darren Collison scored 23 points and

grabbed eight rebounds, and Indiana held
on for a win over visiting Chicago. Myles
Turner added 18 points and 11 rebounds to
go along with five blocked shots for the
Pacers. Bojan Bogdanovic (14 points) and
Tyreke Evans (10) also scored in double
digits for Indiana, which snapped a two-
game losing streak. Chicago lost its first
game since dismissing head coach Fred
Hoiberg and replacing him with Jim Boylen
on Monday. The Bulls have lost seven in a
row and 11 of 12. Lauri Markkanen led the

Bulls with 21 points and 10 rebounds in his
second game since returning from a
sprained elbow.

KINGS 122, SUNS 105
Buddy Hield had a dunk and a pair of 3-

pointers in a game-opening 13-2 flurry, and
Sacramento went on to lead by as many as
35 points en route to a blowout win at
Phoenix. The Kings held the Suns to one
field goal in the first 5 1/2 minutes and a
total of nine points in the first quarter, tak-
ing a 36-9 lead after one period. Hield fin-
ished with 20 points in 18 minutes to lead
seven players in double figures for the
Kings, who were opening a four-game trip.
Rookie De’Anthony Melton recorded a sea-

son-best 21 points for the Suns, who played
without Devin Booker (strained hamstring)
and T.J. Warren (sprained ankle).

MAVERICKS 111, TRAIL BLAZERS 102
Rookie Luka Doncic scored 21 points

and grabbed nine rebounds as Dallas pol-
ished off visiting Portland. Wesley Matthews
added 17 points and DeAndre Jordan con-
tributed 12 points and 17 boards for the
Mavericks, who have won eight in a row at
home and nine of 11 games overall. Damian
Lillard collected 33 points, eight rebounds
and eight assists for the Trail Blazers, who
have lost three in a row and six of their past
seven games. CJ McCollum scored 18
points, and Al-Farouq Aminu chipped in 12

points and 13 rebounds for Portland.

MAGIC 105, HEAT 90
Orlando’s defense shut down Miami in

the third quarter, and the Magic overcame
poor first-half shooting to earn a road win.
The Magic turned the tables on the Heat in
the third quarter, outscoring the Heat 30-12.
It was Miami’s lowest point total in a quar-
ter this season, and Orlando took a 76-62
lead after three quarters. Orlando’s Aaron
Gordon scored 16 of his 20 points in the
critical third quarter. Nikola Vucevic had 19
points and 10 rebounds, and Terrence Ross
added 19 points off the bench for the
Magic. Justise Winslow led the Heat with 14
points. —Reuters

MELBOURNE: Serena Williams will make her return to
the Australian Open for the first time since winning in
2017 when eight-weeks pregnant, it was confirmed
yesterday, with virtually all the world’s top 100 players
due at Melbourne Park.

That includes injury-prone Rafael Nadal and Andy
Murray. Williams returned from giving birth to her first
child to reach the 2018 Wimbledon and US Open finals,
but suffered upset losses in both to leave her stuck on
23 major wins.

Australian Open organisers said she was among the
entries for the opening Grand Slam of the year as she
attempts to equal Margaret Court’s record of 24. Her
appearance will mark her first major since her contro-
versial rant at an umpire during the US Open final loss

to Naomi Osaka, which overshadowed the Japanese
star’s biggest ever win.

In the aftermath, Roger Federer said Williams “went
too far”. “Serena Williams, currently ranked 16, will
make her highly anticipated return to Melbourne for the
first time since winning in 2017 when eight-weeks
pregnant with baby Alexis Olympia,” said tournament
organiser Craig Tiley.

The evergreen Federer will be back to defend his
title, along with long-time adversary Novak Djokovic.
Caroline Wozniacki defends the women’s crown.
Organisers said the world’s top 102 women and top 101
men have all confirmed they will be playing.

The only top-100 absentee from the women’s draw
is 74th-ranked Agnieszka Radwanska of Polandwho
recently announced her retirement. “It’s always special
to see our defending champions-Caroline had her first
Grand Slam win here last year so will be keen to start
2019 on a high,” said Tiley. 

“And of course Roger Federer has special memories
of Melbourne, having won here six times, something
only Novak (Djokovic) and Roy Emerson have done in
the past. “I’ve been in touch with Rafa and he’s back to
full fitness after cutting his season short after Paris and
can’t wait to arrive in Australia,” he added. — AFP
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DOHA: Qatar has not held talks with any other countries
to share football matches at the 2022 World Cup, a sen-
ior tournament organiser in Doha said yesterday.
Despite coming under pressure from FIFA president
Gianni Infantino to expand the World Cup from 32 to 48
teams-which could mean some matches being played
elsewhere in the Middle East-Nasser al-Khater said no
such negotiations had taken place.

“We haven’t had any discussions of sharing,” said the
assistant secretary general of Qatar’s World Cup organ-
ising body, the Supreme Committee for Delivery &
Legacy.  Governing body FIFA is currently carrying out
a feasibility study to see if the first World Cup in the
region could be expanded.

Infantino has said that if any tournament enlargement
is agreed, it would likely mean matches being played in
neighbouring countries, as it would increase the total
number of tournament games from 64 to 80.

He has even suggested that could help Middle East
peace, at a time when Qatar is at the centre of the worst
Gulf diplomatic crisis in years. For the past 18 months
Doha has been isolated by countries including Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Bahrain, states which
could potentially benefit from any World Cup expansion,
in a bitter regional power struggle.

Qatar is accused by its rivals of supporting terrorism
and being too close to Iran, charges which it refutes.
Khater said that whatever FIFA decides, any changes
would have to be agreed by Qatar.

“There will be nothing that is forced upon anybody,”
he said. “It’s a feasibility study, then a consultation
process. And based on the feasibility study and based
on the discussions an agreement will be made. “There
will be nothing that will be decided unilaterally.”

The country is being transformed in readiness for the
World Cup and is spending some $500 million each
week on major infrastructure projects for football’s
biggest tournament. — AFP
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