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New Zealand face uphill battle 
after Azhar, Shafiq hit hundreds

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand 1st innings 274 (K. Williamson 89, BJ Watling 77 not
out; Bilal Asif 5-65, Yasir Shah 3-75)
Pakistan 1st innings (overnight 139-3)
Imam-ul-Haq c Southee b Boult 9 
Mohammad Hafeez c Southee b Boult 0
Azhar Ali c Patel b Somerville 134
Haris Sohail c Watling b Southee 34
Asad Shafiq lbw b Patel 104
Babar Azam b Somerville 14
Sarfraz Ahmed c Raval b Somerville 25
Bilal Asif c Taylor b Patel 11
Yasir Shah run out 1
Hasan Ali b Somerville 0
Shaheen Shah Afridi not out 0
Extras 16 (b 6, lb 9, nb 1) 16
Total: (all out; 135 overs) 348
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Hafeez), 2-17 (Imam), 3-85 (Sohail), 4-286
(Azhar), 5-304 (Shafiq), 6-312 (Azam), 7-333 (Asif), 8-346 (Yasir),
9-347 (Hasan)
Bowling: Southee 25-5-56-1, Boult 26-7-66-2, Grandhomme 13-2-
36-0 (1nb), Patel 35-5-100-2, Somerville 36-8-75-4
New Zealand 2nd innings
J. Raval lbw b Shaheen 0
T. Latham c Sohail b Yasir 10
K. Williamson not out 14
W. Somerville not out 1
Extras: (lb 1) 1
Total: (for two wkts; 14 overs) 26 
Still to bat: R. Taylor, H. Nicholls, BJ Watling, C. de Grandhomme,
Ajaz Patel, T. Southee, T. Boult
Fall of wickets: 1-1 (Raval), 2-24 (Latham)
Bowling: Hasan 4-3-2-0, Shaheen 3-0-11-1, Yasir 4-1-5-1, Asif 3-
0-7-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of the third and final
Test between Pakistan and New Zealand at Sheikh Zayed
Stadium in Abu Dhabi yesterday:

Yasir needs one wicket to become fastest to claim 200 wickets

ADELAIDE: Australia sprang a surprise by axing
vice-captain Mitch Marsh yesterday for the first Test
against India, as Usman Khawaja’s return was con-
firmed despite the shock of his brother’s arrest.

Batsmen Travis Head and Peter Handscomb were
preferred to the all-rounder, piling more pressure on
the bowlers in what are forecast to be scorching
conditions, while Marcus Harris will make his debut
as opener. Captain Tim Paine said the omission of
Marsh, one of Australia’s two vice-skippers along
with Josh Hazlewood, was due to a lack of consisten-
cy and he would benefit from returning to Sheffield
Shield cricket to find form again. 

Handscomb edged him out after two half-cen-
turies last week and a century for Victoria the week
before that. “Mitch Marsh has not been as consistent
as he would like and we would like,” said Paine at his
pre-match press conference, after the all-rounder
endured lean tours of South Africa and the United
Arab Emirates, where they played Pakistan.

“We know the talent that Mitch has and we know
that most likely at some stage in this series we will
need him. We are taking the opportunity at the
moment to go back and play a Shield game and get
some cricket under his belt.”

In-form debutant Harris will open in a new-look
top order alongside Aaron Finch. Paine described
Harris as “an aggressive little player” who deserved
his chance. “He can play his shots but he’s also really
improved his defence. He’s come a long way as a
batsman.”

Khawaja, whose brother was arrested on Tuesday
for allegedly framing a love-rival with a fake terror
plot, will come in at first drop. The Pakistan-born
Australian, who is returning after ankle surgery, was
not seen in the nets yesterday after his family crisis,
although he is known to only take on a light work-
load the day before a Test.

“We’re keeping an eye on Uzzie, obviously it was
a little bit of shock for him yesterday,” coach Justin
Langer told SEN radio. “That said, he’s got good
support around him. He’ll be as cool and calm as
usual out on the middle.”  

His brother Arsalan was released on bail after
appearing in a Sydney court on charges of forgery
and attempting to pervert justice. Shaun Marsh will
bat at four with Handscomb at five and Head at six.

The dumping of Mitch Marsh will add an extra
burden for Hazlewood, Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins
and spinner Nathan Lyon, who will have to take on
more overs in temperatures forecast to top 30
Celsius. “We obviously have a lot of confidence in
Nathan Lyon bowling a lot of overs if we need to,”
said Paine, adding that Head could also bowl some
off-spin on a pitch that is expected to deteriorate as
the match wears on.

“And probably the fact that all our three quicks
go in real fresh. We have confidence in them, partic-
ularly at the start of the series. They are ready to go
and have had great preparations.”

Given the hot weather, Paine admitted he will bat
first if he wins the toss. Langer said he was wary of
an Indian side led by the incomparable Virat Kohli,
that is aiming to win their first Test series ever in
Australia. “They haven’t had great success in
Australia in the past, as Australia haven’t had in India.
They’ll also be under great pressure, I think.”

Australia: Marcus Harris, Aaron Finch, Usman
Khawaja, Shaun Marsh, Travis Head, Peter
Handscomb, Tim Paine (capt), Josh Hazlewood, Pat
Cummins, Nathan Lyon, Mitchell Starc. —AFP

Australia axe 
v-captain Marsh 

ABU DHABI: Azhar Ali and Asad Shafiq hit centuries
to leave Pakistan in command of the third and final Test
against New Zealand in Abu Dhabi despite a batting
collapse that curtailed their first-innings lead.

Azhar hit an attractive 134 for his 15th Test hun-
dred while Shafiq scored 104, but debutant New
Zealand off-spinner Will Somerville took four wickets
to restrict Pakistan to 348 all out. Pakistan appeared
set to build a huge lead before collapsing from 286-3
to lose their final seven wickets for the addition of
just 62 runs.

The 34-year-old Somerville finished with 4-75
while left-arm spinner Ajaz Patel took 2-100 and pace
spearhead Trent Boult chipped in with 2-66. That gave
Pakistan a 74-run lead-the same they got in the first
Test at the same venue before losing by four runs.

New Zealand were then reduced to 26-2 at stumps
with Kane Williamson unbeaten on 14 and nightwatch-
man Somerville on one not out to leave them trailing by
48 runs with eight wickets intact.

Paceman Shaheen Shah Afridi trapped Jeet Raval for
nought while leg-spinner Yasir Shah had Tom Latham
caught for ten, his 199th wicket in Tests. Yasir needs
just one more wicket to become the fastest to 200
wickets, in his 33rd Test, a record currently held by
Australian leg-spinner Clarrie Grimmett who reached
the milestone in 36 Tests, 82 years ago.

Azhar and Shafiq put on 201 for the fourth wicket,
but once they were dismissed only Sarfraz Ahmed (25)
and Babar Azam (14) offered some resistance. Azhar
edged medium pacer Colin de Grandhomme through
the slips to complete his first century since May 2017
against the West Indies in Dominica - and his first hun-
dred against New Zealand.

He took 210 balls to reach the three-figure mark,
before being caught sweeping off Somerville, just

before tea. Shafiq brought up his 12th Test ton with a
sharp single off Somerville before falling leg-before to
Patel to a straight delivery.

Somerville then had Azam and Hasan Ali (nought)
bowled and wrapped up the innings by getting Sarfraz
caught at mid-wicket. Earlier, Azhar and Shafiq frus-
trated New Zealand’s search for early wickets as they

took Pakistan to 224-3 at lunch.
New Zealand skipper Williamson took the second

new ball in the 81st over with Pakistan comfortably
placed at 213-3, but the bowlers struggled to extract
much life from a flat pitch at the Sheikh Zayed Stadium.
Pakistan levelled the series with an innings and 16-run
win in the second Test in Dubai. —AFP

ABU DHABI: New Zealand captain Kane Williamson (R) plays a shot as Pakistani wicketkeeper captain
Sarfraz Ahmed looks on during the third day of the third and final Test cricket match between Pakistan and
New Zealand at the Sheikh Zayed International Cricket Stadium in Abu Dhabi yesterday. — AFP

DHAKA: Middle-order batsman Darren Bravo was
recalled yesterday after more than two years away from
ODI cricket as the West Indies named a 15-man squad
for their three-match series against Bangladesh.

Left-handed Bravo won the last of his 96 one-day
international caps against Pakistan in October 2016, but
returns after featuring in the West Indies’ recent

Twenty20 series in India.
Regular T20 skipper Carlos Brathwaite and Roston

Chase were also brought back for the ODI series start-
ing in Dhaka on Sunday.  Recent debutants Fabian
Allen, Chandrapaul Hemraj and Oshane Thomas
retained their places after the ODI series against India
last month.

In the absence of injured Jason Holder, batsman
Rovman Powell was named interim captain as the visi-
tors seek to make amends for their 2-1 home series
defeat to Bangladesh in July. “With two more ODI
Series before the 2019 World Cup, the Bangladesh
series allows us to narrow our search for our final 15-
member World Cup squad,” chairman of selectors
Courtney Browne said in a statement.

“Darren’s experience will add value to the batting,

which in turn will place selection pressure for spots in
the squad.” The second and third matches of the series
will be held on December 11 and 14 in Dhaka and
Sylhet.  Bangladesh swept West Indies 2-0 in the recent
Test series, with the second Test wrapping up Sunday
inside three days as the Tigers recorded their first-ever
victory by an innings margin.

The Caribbean visitors made just 111 runs in their
first innings-the lowest Test score ever recorded
against their hosts-to become the first side Bangladesh
has ever asked to follow-on. 

Squad: Rovman Powell (Capt), Marlon Samuels,
Devendra Bishoo, Roston Chase, Chandrapaul Hemraj,
Shimron Hetmyer, Darren Bravo, Shai Hope, Carlos
Brathwaite, Keemo Paul, Kieran Powell, Fabian Allen,
Kemar Roach, Sunil Ambris, Oshane Thomas. —AFP

Windies’ Bravo 
returns for 
Bangladesh ODIs

Adelaide: Superstar skipper Virat Kohli yesterday
played down suggestions Australia are vulnerable after
the ball-tampering scandal, as his India side try to win
a series Down Under for the first time.

Australia begin the opening Test in a scorching
Adelaide today on a run of poor form and without bat-
ting powerhouses Steve Smith and David Warner, who
remain banned. Without them, India could have a gold-
en opportunity to break their series drought.

But dangerman Kohli-who electrified viewers with
viral footage of a pre-Test batting exhibition in the
nets-said he was taking nothing for granted. “I person-
ally don’t think any Australian side is vulnerable at
home,” he said at his pre-match press conference,
where a 12-man squad was named that included a
recall for veteran opener Murali Vijay. “You cannot
take any side for granted. Whatever happened, the skill
level is still there. However much you talk or behave, it’s
your skill that counts.  “They still have the skill to dom-
inate at home. We’re not taking anything for granted.”

Much will depend on how Kohli, who has accumu-
lated 1,063 runs in 18 Test innings this year, performs
on a ground he admits is his favourite away from
home. “I love coming to this ground, the city in gener-
al,” he said.

“That’s not to say that performances are always
guaranteed in a certain place, but at Adelaide I feel
different from many other places.” If his aggressive net
session on Tuesday is anything to go by, Australia’s
bowlers will have their work cut out. “Wow,” was all
former Australian wicketkeeper Adam Gilchrist could
muster after watching him in action, while ex-England
skipper Michael Vaughan tweeted: “I get the sense he
is in the mood!” 

Vijay, who was dropped following a pair in the sec-
ond Test against England this year, won back his place
after promising young opener Prithvi Shaw was ruled
out after suffering ankle ligament damage in a warm-
up game.

India opted to hold back the naming of their final XI
until the morning of the Test as they mull whether to
play all-rounder Hanuma Vihari or hard-hitting batter
Rohit Sharma. Ishant Sharma, Mohammad Shami and
Jasprit Bumrah will lead their pace attack-ranked
among the country’s strongest ever-along with off-
spinner Ravi Ashwin. Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Umesh
Yadav missed out. “The guys (bowlers) feel that they
are at the peak of their skill levels at the moment and
they are looking forward to this challenge,” said Kohli.
“The bowlers are of the mindset that whatever the
conditions or however hard it might be, they are just
looking forward to performing.”

But the world’s number one Test side are only too
aware that away from home, their form is fragile. They
went down 2-1 in South Africa and then 4-1 in England

this year. While the bowlers are in a great space, Kohli
has so often carried the team and he urged character
from his fellow batsmen.

“If the batsmen apply themselves it can be a great
place to bat,” he said of Adelaide. “But it takes charac-
ter. And I think the Australia team has great skills,
especially their bowlers are really strong.

“We need to step up as a batting group, we under-
stand that. There just needs to be a collective perform-
ance (bowlers and batters) on a regular basis.” 

Squad - Murali Vijay, KL Rahul, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Virat Kohli (capt), Rohit Sharma, Ajinkya Rahane,
Hanuma Vihari, Rishabh Pant, Ravi Ashwin, Mohammed
Shami, Ishant Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah. — AFP

NEW DELHI: Indian Premier League Delhi
Daredevils have been renamed Delhi Capitals as
the franchise’s new owners seek a change in for-
tunes for the 2019 edition of the Twenty20 cricket
extravaganza.

The team, who have never won the IPL and fin-
ished last this year, retained their old red and blue
colours but added three roaring tigers to a new
logo unveiled in the national capital. Mumbai-
based JSW Sports bought a 50 percent stake early
this year and said they would retain Australian
coach Ricky Ponting and captain Shreyas Iyer for
the 2019 season.

“Delhi is the power centre of the country, it is the
capital, therefore the name Delhi Capitals,” JSW
director Parth Jindal said. “With (Shikhar) Dhawan,
we have got more solidity at the top. And the young
guys who have been with us (Prithvi Shaw and
Rishabh Pant) are doing well for India. The captain
and coach are the same, there is continuity there,”
he added. Former Indian opener Gautam Gambhir
stepped down as the team’s captain in April after a
string of batting flops. Gambhir, 37, was released by
Delhi and announced his retirement from all forms of
cricket on Tuesday. 

Delhi have $3.5 million to spend at the IPL auc-
tion on December 18 in Jaipur ahead of the tourna-
ment in April and May next year. 

The 2019 tournament, one of the world’s most-
watched sporting events attracting the world’s top
cricket stars, could be held partially or wholly out-
side India depending on the date of the country’s
general election. Delhi was one of the original teams
in the inaugural IPL edition in 2008. The 2018
champions were Chennai Super Kings. — AFP

Goodbye Daredevils, 
hello Capitals for 
Delhi’s IPL team

Captain Kohli taking 
nothing for granted
against Australia

ADELAIDE: India cricket captain Virat Kohli (C) attends a press conference ahead of the first Test at the
Adelaide Oval in Adelaide yesterday. — AFP


