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In the good old days, Havana came to a near-
standstill for 10 days for its annual film festival,
with 500 movies screening in dozens of the-

aters. Today, the 40th edition of the event will
open with a vastly reduced budget-a shadow of
what it was in the heady days before the Soviet
Union collapsed. Oscar-winning actor Benicio del
Toro, Serbian director Emir Kusturica and
American provocateur Michael Moore are head-
lining the showcase of Latin American cinema,
which runs through December 16. Kusturica will
open the festival with “El Pepe: A Supreme Life,”
his documentary about former Uruguayan presi-
dent Jose Mujica, which debuted at the Venice
Film Festival in September. 

“The festival had expanded a lot, especially at
the end of the 1980s,” explains its president, Ivan
Giroud, who has taken pains to make the event
more manageable. “The schedule was out of pro-
portion with an infrastructure that could not han-
dle it.” Back then, about 500,000 moviegoers
packed into 88 theaters in the Cuban capital each
year to see hundreds of films. Many Cubans used
vacation days so they could attend the screen-
ings.  Actors and directors from around the world
wandered the colorful streets of Havana, talking

with locals. The festival succeeded thanks to its
founder Alfredo Guevara, Cuban leader Fidel
Castro and Colombian writer Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, who was president of the new Latin
American film foundation.

Filmgoers still flock to festival 
But then the economic crisis of the 1990s,

sparked by the collapse of the Soviet Union, took
its toll. Small neighborhood movie theaters simply
vanished. Now, there are only 21 left, and most of
them are outdated, lacking air conditioning and
digital technology. There is no money to modern-
ize. In 2017, only 2.3 million people bought movie
tickets, down from 4.4 million in 2012. But audi-
ences still show up for the film festival, enticed by
the bargain admission price — 10 pesos, or about
30 US cents, for seven films, even if this year,
screenings will only be held in about 10 theaters.

Giroud said he has worked to “readjust the
program to make it more in line with our means.”
For Fernando Perez, who at 74 is considered to be
the most important Cuban director working
today, this rethinking of the festival’s scope is not
a dealbreaker. “If there is anything that makes me
feel like the Havana film festival is alive and kick-

ing, it’s exactly the fact that it’s not the same,”
Perez told AFP. “Some may feel a certain sense of
nostalgia for what used to be, but what’s impor-
tant is to adapt to the times.”

This year, Perez-the three-time winner of fes-
tival honors with “Hello, Hemingway” (1990), “Life
is to Whistle” (1998) and “Havana Suite” (2003)
— will show “Defiant Souls,” about the life of
Latin America’s first female surgeon.

20 films in competition 
Over the 10-day festival, about 300 films will

be screened — 20 of them in competition for the
Grand Coral, or top prize. Most of those films are
from Argentina, Mexico, Brazil and Uruguay. The
frontrunners are “Birds of Passage,” a tale of an
indigenous family set against Colombia’s nascent
drug war from directors Ciro Guerra and Cristina
Gallego, and “The Angel” from Argentina’s Luis
Ortega, which is based on the true story of a
teenage serial killer and thief. After a few glitches
last year in screening films in digital format, a
team of Spanish technicians will be on hand this
year to ensure the festival runs smoothly.

Alfonso Cuaron’s critically acclaimed “Roma,”
which was distributed by Netflix and is earning

Oscar buzz, will be shown out of competition, as
will “Yuli” from Spanish actress-director Iciar
Bollain, which tells the story of Cuban dancer
Carlos Acosta. — AFP

In its 40th year, Havana film fest a far cry from its heyday

View of the official poster
of the 40th Havana Film

Festival in a street of
Havana. — AFP

An openly gay Scottish artist who
celebrated queer lives in a short film
shot on an iPhone won Britain’s

prestigious Turner Prize Tuesday. This
year’s four finalists for one of the world’s
most coveted visual arts awards featured
works packed with political punch.
Scotland’s Charlotte Prodger came out on
top at a glitzy reception at London’s Tate
Museum for a 33-minute visual compila-
tion called BRIDGIT. The jury said
Prodger’s work “meanders through dis-
parate associations ranging from JD Sports
and standing stones to 1970s lesbian sepa-
ratism and Jimi Hendrix’s sound recordist.
“Her work explores issues surrounding
queer identity, landscape, language tech-
nology and time.” The 44-year-old
Glasgow-based artist-dressed in a simple
white T-shirt for the occasion-said she felt
“quite overwhelmed”.

“The stories that I am telling, although
they are mine and are personal, are stories
that a lot of people-well, I guess queer
people-have experienced,” she told the
BBC after picking up her £25,000
($32,000, 28,000-euro) prize. Prodger
had been working in relative anonymity for
20 years before making her breakthrough
by being picked to represent Scotland at
this year’s Venice Biennale arts exhibition.

“I guess my work is quite personal, and it’s
becoming increasingly personal actually as
time goes by, especially since I started
making single-channel videos in the dark,”
she told the BBC. “I guess that became
more personal. Maybe that resonates with
people.”

Prodger beat out three other works
shaped by an increasingly turbulent global
political environment. London-based
Forensic Architecture used technology
such as 3D modeling to document the
deaths of two people in an Israeli police
raid on a Bedouin village in the Negev
Desert last year. Forensic Architecture had
previously been tapped by Amnesty
International to recreate in harrowing
detail the brutal treatment of inmates in
Syria’s Saidnaya military prison.

New Zealander Luke Willis Thompson
made a black-and-white silent film portrait
of a woman who live-streamed the imme-
diate aftermath of her African American
boyfriend’s death after being pulled over
by the police in the United States. And
Britain’s Naeem Mohaiemen’s selected
films and installations explored the legacies
of colonialism after World War II. — AFP

US radio stations
pull ‘Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside’ in
wake of #MeToo

It’s that time of year when radio
stations across the United States
are playing Christmas music non-

stop. But one classic holiday song is
proving too controversial for some
stations in the wake of the #MeToo
movement. “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”-
a duet written in 1944 and performed
over the years by scores of artists,
including Dean Martin, Dolly Parton,
Ray Charles and Lady Gaga-has
turned into a hot potato for broad-
casters, some of which have yanked
the popular song on grounds the
lyrics are predatory toward women.
A radio station in the state of Ohio
was first to announce it was pulling
the song from its playlist last week-
end after receiving complaints.

Several other stations across the
country-and even in Canada-have
followed suit. Controversy over the
song has existed for years but it has
notched up a level this year because
of the #MeToo movement that
began in the United States more than
a year ago in response to accusa-
tions of sexual abuse and harassment
by powerful men in the entertainment
industry and other sectors. Some
people have taken issue with the
lyrics in the duet where a man is try-
ing to persuade his lady friend to
spend the night.

The exchanges include “Say,
what’s in this drink?,” “Baby, don’t
hold out” and “I ought to say no, no,
no sir...”-lyrics that some say seem
“rapey.” Broadway songwriter Frank
Loesser penned the song in 1944 and
it won an Academy Award in 1950
for best original song in the film
“Neptune’s Daughter,” where it was
sung by Esther Williams and Ricardo
Montalban. Other artists over the
years have performed the song which
has become a classic holiday tune.

‘Manipulative and wrong’ 
Critics say while the song may

have not sounded offensive when it
was written in 1944, it no longer
belongs on the airwaves today and
was an ode to sexual assault. “Now, I
do realize that when the song was
written in 1944, it was a different
time, but now while reading it, it
seems very manipulative and wrong,”
Glenn Anderson, one of the hosts of
the Ohio radio station WDOK that
banned the song, said in a statement.
“The world we live in is extra sensi-
tive now, and people get easily
offended, but in a world where
#MeToo has finally given women the
voice they deserve, the song has no
place.”

The radio station, which exclu-
sively plays Christmas music during
the holiday season, said a poll
showed a majority of listeners were
in favor of removing the song from
the station’s playlist. A similar deci-
sion by a radio station in Colorado
didn’t sit well with outraged listeners
who voted it back on the airwaves.
KOSI said Tuesday that the jingle
would return to the airwaves after an
online poll generated more than
15,000 responses, with 95 percent of
them in favor of keeping the song.

“While we are sensitive to those
who may be upset by some of the
lyrics, the majority of our listeners
have expressed their interpretation
of the song to be non-offensive,” the
station’s program director, Jim
Lawson, said in a statement. — AFP

Cardi B announces
split from rapper
husband Offset

US rapper Cardi B yesterday announced the
end of her 15-month marriage to Offset, the
rapper and father of her daughter, dropping

a video with the news on Instagram. “It’s nobody’s
fault it’s just like I guess we grew out of love,”
says the 26-year-old, whose real name is Belcalis
Almanzar.  “We’re not together anymore. I don’t
know, it might take time to get a divorce.” Earlier
this year, she confirmed reports that the pair had
secretly married in September 2017. Their daugh-
ter, Kulture, was born in July. The separation rev-
elation comes two days before Cardi B is due to
appear in a New York court over assault and
reckless endangerment charges. She had been
expected to appear Monday, but failed to turn up.

The case stems from an August strip club
brawl, which celebrity website TMZ said Cardi B

ordered to target two bartenders-sisters who
accuse her of harboring a grudge because one of
them slept with Offset. “We’ve got a lot of love
for each other but things just haven’t been work-
ing out between us for a long time,” says Cardi B
in the video. “I’m going to always have a lot of
love for him because he is my daughter’s father.”

Cardi B was in the Queens strip club on
August 29 while Offset was performing in the
hard-living hip hop trio Migos when someone in
her group lobbed furniture, bruising an employee
in the legs. Cardi B has become one of the biggest
new stars in US music since the runaway success
last year of her song “Bodak Yellow,” which
touches on her former life making ends meet as a
stripper.

A Bronx native, she is the first female rapper to
have had multiple No. 1 songs on the Billboard
Hot 100 chart. She was also involved in a fracas
with fellow rapper Nicki Minaj at New York
Fashion Week in September, later taking to
Instagram to say that the older Minaj had ques-
tioned her parenting skills. — AFP

Scottish iPhone filmmaker
wins Turner Prize

This festive season, OSN, the region’s leading entertainment
network, promises yet another spectacular line-up of
exciting and exclusive programming for the whole family.

OSN subscribers can also watch and catch up on their favorites
at anytime, anywhere and on any device with OSN Play.

New Shows
The Cry 
The Cry sees young couple Joanna (Jenna Coleman; Doctor

Who, Victoria) and Alistair (Ewen Leslie; Top of the Lake: China
Girl) forced to face unthinkable circumstances under the white
light of public scrutiny, changing their lives and their relation-
ship forever. Premieres Sunday 16 December at 8pm (KSA),
exclusively on BBC First.

Generation M.E.
In this mini-series, Dana Al Tuwarish, a self-made entrepre-

neur and social media influencer meets other inspirational
women from across the Middle East, including Joelle Mardinian,
a Lebanese beauty entrepreneur; Saudi fashion designer, Arwa
Al- Banawi and Egypt’s most prominent marathon-runner and
mountaineer, Manal Rostom. Premieres Sunday 23 December at
9pm (KSA), exclusively on E! Entertainment. 

Castaways, season 1
In this brand-new reality show contestants are stranded on

remote islands and are forced to survive with only scarce
resources. Premieres on Friday 28 December at 7pm (KSA),
exclusively on OSN Series First HD. 

New Seasons
Stan Lee’s Lucky Man, season 3
From the mind of legendary comics creator, Stan Lee, comes

a bold action-crime series about a brilliant but flawed police
officer with the power to control luck. Season three premieres
on Tuesday 25 December at 7pm (KSA), exclusively on OSN
Series First HD.

Berlin Station, season 3 
This spy-thriller continues with Daniel Miller (Richard

Armitage) infiltrating different organizations in order to extract
information in Germany. Premiering on Sunday 9 December at
10pm (KSA), exclusively on OSN First-Home of HBO. 

Hell’s Kitchen, season 16
Hosted by celebrity chef Gordon Ramsay this cooking com-

petition sees two teams of chefs put under immense pressure as
they compete for the ultimate prize: a job as head chef at a top
restaurant. Premieres Tuesday 4 December, 8pm (KSA), exclu-
sively on OSN Living HD. 

Holiday Specials
Family Movies on OSN Movies Disney HD
Enjoy a feast of festive family favorites including Frozen

(Monday 24 December, 3.15pm KSA), A Christmas Carol star-
ring Jim Carrey (Monday 24 December 5pm KSA), and The
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
(Monday 24 December, 6.45pm KSA) amongst others.  

Star Wars marathon on OSN Movies HD
The force is strong on OSN, as a four-day Star Wars

marathon kicks off on OSN Movies HD. From Monday 10
December to Thursday 13 December, a double bill of the classic
movies will air from 6pm (KSA), rounding up with a full day of
back-to-back movies on Friday 14 December from 9am (KSA).  

ITV CHOICE: Christmas Specials
Bringing festive cheer to homes across the region, ITV

Choice, offers a selection of light-hearted entertainment this
month. Including Murdoch Mysteries: Home for the Holidays,
Monday 24 December, 9pm (KSA), What Would Your Kid Do?,
Tuesday 25 December, 9pm (KSA) and Paul O’Grady: For the
Love of Dogs, Tuesday 25 December, 9.55pm (KSA). 

BBC First:
The festive season comes bearing the gift of simulcast

Christmas specials from the BBC, so fans of British soaps and
dramas won’t miss out on the big end of year plot lines and
twists from long-loved shows such as Eastenders, Casualty,
Holby, Doctor Who and Call The Midwife to name a few.

Christmas specials will premier between Tuesday 25 December
2018 and Tuesday  1 January 2019 (please visit the website for
times).

Arabic
Arabic customers can watch more episodes from the excit-

ing Turkish series lineup, with  Hekaytna at 7pm (KSA), Fadila
Khanum w Banat’ha S2 at 9pm (KSA) and Al Hob Al Aama S2 at
10pm (KSA) exclusively from Sunday to Thursday, on OSN
Yahala Al Oula HD.

Egyptian comedy takes centre stage this month with Raghda
Motwahasha. Ramiz Galal works as a makeup artist at a beauty
salon in Cairo, and when his life takes an unexpected turn his
skills become his savior in a very surprising way.

Premieres Friday 7 December, at 11pm (KSA), on OSN
Yahala Cinema HD. 

Pop-up Channel
Nick Jr: Paw Patrol Pop-Up Channel
Paw Patrol is one of the most popular kid’s shows on the net-

work and this month, kids and families, can enjoy every episode
from seasons one to four, all in one place -  channel 7, from 13-
29 December.  

OSN First HD - Home of HBO
Factual fans can make a date with OSN First HD-Home of

HBO every Saturday as we premiere a collection of insightful
documentaries at 8pm (KSA).

Check out The Truth About Killer Robots, a searing look at
AI in modern society, premiering Saturday 8 December;
Nothing like a Dame, featuring Dames Eileen Atkins, Judi
Dench, Joan Plowright and Maggie Smith sharing a friendship
that spans over 50 years, premiering Saturday 22 December.
And finally, premiering Saturday 29 December Cosplay
Universe explores the rise of the global Comic Con sub-culture.
Be the first to her about OSN news by following
@OSNnewsME on Twitter. 

Season finales, festive specials air exclusively on OSN this December

Doctor Who S11
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US rapper Cardi B performs onstage during the KIIS FM’s iHeartRadio Jingle Ball 2018 at the Forum Los
Angeles in Inglewood. — AFP


