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Azhar leads Pakistan fightback as 
Hafeez calls time on Test cricket

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand 1st innings (overnight 229-7)
J. Raval lbw b Yasir 45
T. Latham lbw b Shaheen 4
K. Williamson c Shafiq b Hasan 89
R. Taylor b Yasir 0 
H. Nicholls b Yasir 1
B. Watling not out 77
C. de Grandhomme c Shafiq b Asif 20
T. Southee c Azam b Asif 2
W. Somerville b Asif 12
A. Patel c Shafiq b Asif 6 
T. Boult b Asif 1
Extras (b11, lb6) 17 
Total: (all out, 116.1 overs) 274
Fall of wickets: 1-24 (Latham), 2-70 (Raval), 3-70 (Taylor), 4-72
(Nicholls), 5-176 (Williamson), 6-203 (de Grandhomme), 7-209
(Southee), 8-254 (Somerville), 9-272 (Patel), 10-274 (Boult)
Bowling: Hasan 20-6-58-1, Shaheen 23-6-52-1, Yasir 41-11-75-
3, Asif 30.1-4-65-5, Haris 2-0-7-0.

Pakistan Ist innings
Imam-ul-Haq c Southee b Boult 9 
Mohammad Hafeez c Southee b Boult 0
Azhar Ali not out 62
Haris Sohail c Watling b Southee 34
Asad Shafiq not out 26
Extras: (b 1, lb 6, nb 1) 8
Total: (for three wkts; 61 overs) 139
Still to bat: Babar Azam, Sarfraz Ahmed, Bilal Asif, Yasir Shah,
Hasan Ali, Shaheen Shah Afridi 
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Hafeez), 2-17 (Imam), 3-85 (Haris)
Bowling: Southee 12-3-27-1, Boult 14-4-39-2, Grandhomme 9-
2-17-0 (1nb), Patel 14-3-33-0, Somerville 12-3-16-0.

Scoreboard on the second day of the third and final Test
between Pakistan and New Zealand at Sheikh Zayed Stadium,
Abu Dhabi:

Kiwi pace bowler Trent Boult ripped out openers

SHANGHAI: A professional Philippine eSports
player was banned yesterday from a million-dollar
tournament in China, embroiling the world of
competitive gaming in controversy as it faces
threats of a boycott.

Carlo “Kuku” Palad, who plays for Philippine
team TNC Predator, has been barred from com-
peting at the upcoming Dota 2 Chongqing Major
after allegedly making a racist taunt during a
game that angered the vast Chinese gaming com-
munity.

Dota 2, a multiplayer battle-arena game that is
one of the biggest in the fast-burgeoning eSports
scene, said the Chinese government was not
behind the move.

“While there is a lot of anxiety around his
attendance and problems it may create, we do
not believe his presence creates a real security
threat,” it said in a blog post. “However, it seems
like TNC is currently not taking proper responsi-
bility for their actions, coupled with the attempt-
ed cover-up by the team, so we are now step-
ping in directly and banning Kuku from attending
this event.”

On Sunday, TNC said on Twitter that Kuku
faced being stopped from entering China and
alleged that Chongqing city officials might cancel
the prestigious tournament should he attend.

TNC said it was “mulling our options” and
could pull out. “TNC and Kuku fully understand
the gravity of the mistakes committed, which is
why we have exhausted every avenue to talk with
all parties involved, especially the aggrieved,” it
said in a statement before his ban was confirmed.

Some prominent members of the eSports com-
munity have rallied to Kuku’s defence, saying that
he had apologised and deserved a second chance.
Several eSports casters and analysts have threat-
ened to boycott the tournament, including Grant
“GranDGranT” Harris, who wrote on Twitter: “If
Kuku isn’t allowed to play at the major I refuse to
cast officially for the major.

“We all make mistakes and 1 mistake should not
forbid you from playing at a tournament that
potentially decides your whole career.” ESports
host and commentator Paul “Redeye” Chaloner
commended Valve Corporation-the Dota 2 devel-
oper-for taking action.

“I think they should do so more often and take
more of a lead on esports,” he tweeted. “I do how-
ever wish it hadn’t taken all the drama for it to
happen.” TNC did not immediately respond for
comment.

A growing number of foreign companies and
individuals have found themselves under pressure
over racism and cultural insensitivity in China,
with Italian fashion house Dolce & Gabbana the
latest to be widely condemned over racially offen-
sive social media posts last month. — AFP

Filipino banned
from China eSports
tourney over
alleged racism

ABU DHABI: Azhar Ali struck a fighting half century to
help Pakistan recover to 139-3 at close on the second
day of the third and final Test against New Zealand in
Abu Dhabi yesterday. It marked a good recovery from
17-2 after Kiwi pace bowler Trent Boult ripped out
openers Imam-ul-Haq and Mohammed Hafeez, who lat-
er announced his retirement from Test cricket.  

Azhar was unbeaten on 62 at the close having
shared a dogged, unbroken fourth wicket partnership
of 54 with Asad Shafiq who will resume on 26. Pakistan
are still 135 runs adrift of New Zealand’s first innings
total of 274 in which BJ Watling made a gutsy and vital
77 not out.

The three-match series is tied at 1-1 after New
Zealand won the first Test in Abu Dhabi by four runs
before Pakistan bounced back with an innings and 16-
run win in the second in Dubai. Azhar remains key for
Pakistan if they are to build any kind of first innings
lead. The 33-year-old dropped anchor and found the
boundary just four times as he crawled through to his
32nd Test half century. His 62 not out was carved
painstakingly from 169 deliveries as the Pakistan scor-
ing rate struggled to rise above two an over. 

The equally-experienced Shafiq hit the same number
of fours in his 26 which has so far occupied 85 balls. 

FAREWELL HAFEEZ 
The Pakistan top order was jolted by Boult’s double

strike either side of lunch.
Hafeez has been struggling for form for a while, hav-

ing made just 66 runs in seven innings since scoring a
hundred against Australia in Dubai in October, follow-
ing his recall to the Test side after a two-year absence.

It was no surprise when Boult had him caught low
down at second slip by Tim Southee for a fourth-ball
duck in his first over, right before the lunch interval.

Hafeez, 38, who made his debut against Bangladesh
in 2003, announced at the close of play that this Test,
his 55th, would be his last. “I feel time is up,” said
Hafeez who has scored 3644 runs, with 10 hundreds
and 12 half centuries.

In the fourth full over after the break, Imam-ul-Haq

took his eye off a Trent bouncer and was hit on the
back of the helmet. Next ball, he edged to Southee at
third slip and was on his way for just nine.

Azhar then dug in with Haris Sohail, adding 68 for
the third wicket before Sohail edged Southee to
Watling behind the stumps for 34. It was Watling, with
an unbeaten 77, who carried New Zealand’s overnight
total from 229-7 and added an invaluable 45 runs over
the last three wickets to frustrate Pakistan.

During his five-and-a-half-hour knock in his 56th
Test Watling became the 14th New Zealander to pass
3,000 runs. Watling, dropped on nine by Imam off Bilal
Asif on Monday, and debutant Will Somerville extended

their eighth wicket partnership to 45 before Bilal Asif
took all three final wickets to finish with 5-65, his sec-
ond five wicket haul in five Tests.

The 33-year-old playing his 56th Test, reached his
16th Test half-century. His 77 not out came from 199
balls in five hours and 32 minutes, and included four
boundaries. Leg-spinner Yasir Shah, in his 33rd Test,
failed to add to his three wickets on Monday, leaving
him two short of becoming the fastest man to reach
200 Test scalps.

The current record has stood for 82 years after
Australia’s Clarrie Grimmett reached 200 wickets in 36
Tests in 1936. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Pakistani batsman Azhar Ali (R) watches a ball after playing a shot next to New Zealand crick-
eter Henry Nicholls during the second day of the third and final Test cricket match between Pakistan and
New Zealand at the Sheikh Zayed International Cricket Stadium in Abu Dhabi yesterday. — AFP

SYDNEY: The brother of Australia Test cricketer
Usman Khawaja was charged by police yesterday with
framing a love rival for a “hit list” that sparked a major
counterterrorism investigation.

Arsalan Khawaja, 39, was released on bail after
appearing in a Sydney court on charges of forgery and
attempting to pervert justice. For months he appears to
have convinced Australian police that his 26-year-old
university colleague Mohamed Kamer Nizamdeen was
embroiled in a plot to kill then prime minister Malcolm

Turnbull. Sri Lankan-born PhD student Nizamdeen
spent a month in solitary confinement at a remote
high-security prison, where he was questioned about
targets including not just Turnbull, but reportedly also
the Sydney Harbour Bridge and Opera House.

He was eventually released in September, when
police realised the script did not match his handwrit-
ing. The charges were later dropped. “What we will be
alleging is that he (Nizamdeen) was set up in a planned
and calculated manner. Motivated, in part, by a per-
sonal grievance,” New South Wales assistant commis-
sioner Mick Willing told reporters.

Willing said police believe Khawaja orchestrated
the set-up and may have been motivated by a dispute
over a woman. “We will allege that that is part of the
process. But as you can appreciate, the matter is
before the court, so we can’t go into much detail,” said
Willing.

Australian police now say they “regret” arresting

and holding Nizamdeen, and have paid his court costs.
Willing confirmed there is no ongoing threat to the
community. Nizamdeen is seeking further damages
from authorities and has since returned to Sri Lanka.

“What authorities have done to this young man is
absolutely unforgivable,” his lawyer Moustafa Kheir
said after the charges were dropped in October. “It’s a
terrible experience. He is a young man that has done
everything right in life. And he has gone through
supermax jail-unforgivable circumstances.”

Nizamdeen’s exact relationship with Khawaja has
not been stated by police.  Pakistan-born Australian
batsman Usman Khawaja, who is due to make a return
from injury tomorrow against India in the first of a
four-Test series, made a brief statement calling for pri-
vacy while the case ran its course.

“This is a matter for police to deal with. Out of
respect for the process it would be inappropriate for
me to make any further comment,” he said. —AFP
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LOS ANFELES: Carson Wentz came out firing and fin-
ished with two touchdown passes as the Philadelphia
Eagles looked to be back in top form with a 28-13 vic-
tory over the Washington Redskins on Monday.

The defending Super Bowl champions have clawed
their way back into the hunt for first place in the NFC
East as Wentz looked like his old self and tight end Zach
Ertz continued to enjoy a career year.

“It is big to come out here and get a win against a
divisional opponent,” said Wentz. “We had our backs
against the wall for a little bit but we are a resilient
team. “We definitely left some plays out there, but we
are coming together and putting the right things on
tape. “We feel we got a lot of weapons that we can
pass ball to. We never try to emphasize one guy.” But if
they did, it a good bet they would key on Ertz, who is
compiling one of the best seasons ever for a tight end in
the league. “We were desperate to win these last two
weeks,” said Ertz, whose catches and yardage totals are

both career highs. “The season wasn’t going how we
wanted when we were 4-6, but there wasn’t any panic.”

The Eagles (6-6) won consecutive games for the first
time since Nick Foles led them to a Super Bowl victory
over the New England Patriots. Wentz finished 27 of 39
for 306 yards. He led the Eagles to a score on their
opening drive. He connected with Golden Tate for a 19-
yard pass down the sideline and finished the drive with
a six-yard toss and run to Tate again.

The shorthanded Redskins continue to be snakebit
at quarterback. On Monday, they lost backup quarter-
back Colt McCoy to a serious right leg injury in his
second game replacing Alex Smith, who broke his right
tibia and fibula on November 18.

Veteran Mark Sanchez took his place, but couldn’t
get the offence moving the way coach Jay Gruden
would have liked. “Our job is to get him ready and find
a package of plays he is comfortable with and he can
handle,” Gruden said. “Our offence has to step up
around him and make it easier for him.”

Gruden said after the game that McCoy likely frac-
tured his fibula and will miss the rest of the season.
Adrian Peterson ran 90 yards for a touchdown on
Sanchez’s first play, giving the Redskins a 10-7 lead. It
was the longest run Philadelphia has allowed in fran-
chise history but Washington’s lead didn’t last long.

Dustin Hopkins kicked field goals of 47 and 44 yards
for Washington. —AFP

KABUL: Afghan President Ashraf Ghani yesterday
called for an investigation into claims of sexual abuse
against the national women’s football team, calling the
allegations “shocking” and vowing to act immediately.

The president’s call comes days after the Guardian
newspaper broke a story about allegations of sexual
and physical abuse of members of the women’s team by
male officials, including the president of the country’s
football federation.

“It is shocking to all Afghans. Any kind of miscon-
duct against athletes, male and female, is not accept-
able,” Ghani said after meeting with the country’s attor-
ney general. “I ask Attorney General to conduct a thor-
ough investigation compliant with our legal codes into
the issue,” he added.

The Guardian cited what it described as senior fig-
ures associated with the women’s team who said the
abuse had taken place in Afghanistan, including at the
Afghanistan Football Federation (AFF) headquarters,
and at a training camp in Jordan last February.

The story quoted former captain Khalida Popal-who
fled the country after receiving death threats and has
spoken out previously about the discrimination women
face in Afghanistan-as saying male officials were
“coercing” female players.

AFF secretary general Sayed Alireza Aqazada batted
away the allegations over the weekend, saying the
claims were untrue. However Hafizullah Wali Rahimi-
president of Afghanistan’s Olympic committee-said
such allegations were not new.

“The abuse by the head of federations, trainers and
sportsmen have always existed. We have had com-
plaints in the past, and this is an undeniable fact,”
Rahimi told local media Monday.

Ghani called for immediate action. “Even if mere
allegations cause our people to stop sending their sons
and daughters to sports, we need to act immediately
and comprehensively. I do not tolerate sexual abuse,”
Ghani said.  “No power on Earth can abuse our chil-
dren. We have to have a framework in place to mitigate
such incidents in our sports federations,” he added.
Football’s world governing body FIFA has also said it
was looking into claims of sexual and physical abuse in
the Afghan national women’s team, while the Danish
sportswear company Hummel announced it had can-
celled a sponsorship deal with the team due to the
allegations. — AFP
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PHILADELPHIA:  Running back Darren Sproles #43 of the Philadelphia Eagles carries the ball against corner-
back Fabian Moreau #31 of the Washington Redskins during the second quarter at Lincoln Financial Field on
MOnday in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Philadelphia Eagles won 28-13. — AFP


