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Nuggets snap Toronto Raptors’ 
eight-game winning streak

25

NASHVILLE: Pekka Rinne made 21 saves, including
five in the final 90 seconds, to lead the Nashville
Predators to a 2-1 victory over the visiting Buffalo
Sabres on Monday night. Kevin Fiala and Ryan Ellis
scored goals for the Predators, who were playing their
13th game over a 24-day span and were without the
services of Filip Forsberg (broken hand), P.K. Subban
(upper body), Viktor Arvidsson (broken thumb) and
Kyle Turris (undisclosed). Rinne was playing in his 10th
consecutive game and starting his fifth straight contest.
It is Rinne’s longest streak since playing in 27 games in
a row from Feb. 5 to April 9, 2015. Sam Reinhart scored
his seventh goal of the season for Buffalo, which took
its third straight loss after winning 10 games in a row.
Carter Hutton had 22 saves for the Sabres.

Lightning 5, Devils 1
Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point continued their

sizzling play as visiting Tampa Bay cruised to a lop-
sided win in Newark, NJ. Kucherov recorded a goal
and three assists to extend his point streak to 10
games, and Point had a goal and two assists for the
Lightning, who won their third straight overall and
swept the three-game season series against the Devils.
Tyler Johnson, Yanni Gourde and Steven Stamkos also
scored for Tampa Bay. Egor Yakovlev scored his first
NHL goal for the Devils, who have lost six straight.

Stars 4, Oilers 1
Brett Ritchie had a goal and an assist, Mattias

Janmark had two assists, and Anton Khudobin turned
away 28 shots as Dallas defeated visiting Edmonton to
earn its third straight win. The loss snapped a three-
game winning streak for the Oilers, who are 4-2-1
since hiring former Dallas coach Ken Hitchcock on
Nov. 20 to replace the fired Todd McLellan. Jason
Dickinson, Jamie Benn and Esa Lindell tallied goals for
the Stars. Jujhar Khaira responded for Edmonton,
which played without Connor McDavid (illness). It
marked the first time McDavid did not dress this sea-
son and snapped his streak at 222 consecutive regu-
lar-season games played. — Reuters

Rinne, Predators 
hold off Sabres

Clippers ride 77-point first half to win over Pelicans
TOTONTO: Nikola Jokic had a triple-double with 23
points, 15 assists and 11 rebounds and made three free
throws in the final seconds as the visiting Denver
Nuggets ended the Toronto Raptors’ eight-game win-
ning streak with a 106-103 win Monday night. Jokic
made a free throw with seven seconds remaining to end
a tie and made two more with 5.6 seconds left for the
final margin, extending Denver’s winning streak to six
games. Jamal Murray added 21 points for the Nuggets,
and Juan Hernangomez and Malik Beasley had 15 each.
Kawhi Leonard led Toronto with 27 points and had
eight rebounds. Serge Ibaka added 15 points.

CLIPPERS 129, PELICANS 126
Tobias Harris scored 27 points and Danilo Gallinari

added 24 as Los Angeles won at New Orleans. Lou
Williams came off the bench to add 20, Avery Bradley
scored 15 and Montrezl Harrell had 14 for the Clippers.
Julius Randle scored a career-high 37 to lead New
Orleans before fouling out with 4:04 remaining. Jrue
Holiday added 32 points and 14 assists, Anthony Davis
had 23 points and 13 rebounds and Darius Miller
scored 15.

WARRIORS 128, HAWKS 111
Golden State’s Big Three combined for 85 points,

and the Warriors broke their two-game losing streak
with a win at Atlanta. Stephen Curry scored 30, fol-
lowed by Kevin Duran (28) and Klay Thompson (27) as
Golden State improved to 5-7 on the road. Curry, play-
ing in his second game since missing 11 games with an
ankle injury, made six 3-pointers. Atlanta lost its third
straight game despite getting 24 points and 11 rebounds
from John Collins and 20 points from rookie Trae
Young.

CAVALIERS 99, NETS 97
Alec Burks threw down a tiebreaking slam dunk with

3.2 seconds remaining, and Cleveland escaped with a
victory over Brooklyn. The Nets saw their home losing
streak reach seven games. Burks finished with 13 points
in his third game for Cleveland after being acquired
from Utah on Thursday. He helped end the Cavaliers’
losing streak at four games. The Nets had one more
chance to tie or win, but Spencer Dinwiddie’s 3-point
try was well short of the rim with 1.5 seconds remain-
ing. Jordan Clarkson led the Cavaliers with 20 points
and a career-high 11 rebounds. Brooklyn’s D’Angelo
Russell led all scorers with 30 points but shot 13 of 31
as the Nets’ overall losing streak reached seven games.

WIZARDS 110, KNICKS 107
Bradley Beal scored 27 points, Kelly Oubre Jr. added

21, and Washington held on to win at New York. John
Wall had 18 points and 15 assists, Markieff Morris
scored 18, and Otto Porter Jr. contributed 15 as
Washington won its ninth straight game at Madison
Square Garden. Emmanuel Mudiay’s two free throws
got the Knicks within five with 1:02 remaining, and after
Morris missed a 3-point attempt, Noah Vonleh’s layup
cut the Wizards’ lead to three. However, Wall’s 3-point-
er with 12 seconds left made it 110-104. Tim Hardaway
Jr. led five New York players in double figures with 20
points.

THUNDER 110, PISTONS 83
Steven Adams had 21 points and six rebounds in 27

minutes, and visiting Oklahoma City snapped Detroit’s
five-game winning streak. Russell Westbrook con-
tributed 18 points, six rebounds and six assists for the
Thunder, who have gone 15-3 since an 0-4 start. Paul
George supplied 17 points and 10 rebounds. Detroit’s
Blake Griffin had 20 points, five rebounds and four
assists but went 7-for-18 from the field. Pistons guard
Reggie Bullock sustained a left ankle sprain in the early
going and did not return.

TIMBERWOLVES 103, ROCKETS 91
Karl-Anthony Towns recorded 24 points, 11

rebounds and three steals to help Minnesota recover
from a 19-point, first-half deficit to post a victory over
Houston in Minneapolis. Andrew Wiggins scored 16
points for Minnesota, which won for the fifth time in

the past six games. Taj Gibson added 15 points and 11
rebounds. James Harden had 29 points and eight
assists for Houston, which tallied just nine fourth-
quarter points while falling for the fifth time in its past
seven games. Clint Capela scored 24 points for the
Rockets. — Reuters

TORONTO:  Gary Harris #14 of the Denver Nuggets goes to the basket against the Toronto Raptors on Monday at
the Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. — AFP

Budapest to host
2023 world
championships
MONACO: Budapest will host the 2023 athletics world
championships, the governing IAAF announced yesterday.
The Hungarian capital is the first host city to be named
under a new bidding process announced in February last
year by the International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF).

IAAF president Sebastian Coe said after a meeting of
the IAAF Council in Monaco that Hungary boasted both
athletic tradition and experience in organising world-class
sports events. “It has been the scene of some of our great-
est moments as a sport. We are excited about their plans
for a new stadium that will become a great legacy for ath-
letics,” he said.

The new stadium will be built on the eastern bank of
the River Danube with a capacity of 40,000 for the cham-
pionships, reduced to 15,000 for future events. Budapest
has twice hosted the IAAF world indoor championships
and the European athletics championships. The 2019 world
championships will be held in Doha, Qatar, and the 2021
edition in Eugene, Oregon. — Reuters

KUWAIT: In a clear message to encourage the
community to take care and protect the environ-
ment, Ahli United Bank (AUB) organized its special
activity “Fun Run for the Environment”. This
comes as part of the Bank’s social responsibility
program and which sets environmental care on the
top of its priorities in accordance with His
Highness the Amir of the state of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s vision 2035
for a new Kuwait, which emphasizes care for the
environment as one of its main pillars. The event
was held on Saturday, 1st December with “excel-
lent participation from different age groups and
nationalities, many Bank staff, customers and
friends of AUB, who competed with an enthusias-
tic spirit in a fun atmosphere including partici-
pants with special needs who showed great enthu-
siasm to contribute to the success of this activity.

The race started at 8:00 am on Saturday, with
a fun atmosphere and great interaction between
the participants and supporters. From the Bank’s
Head Office along an urban route around the
banking district the participants walked, jogged
and ran for 5 KM until they reached the finish line,
which was also at the AUB Head Office. At the fin-
ish line, the Bank announced the winners of the
first three places for male and female runners. The
male winners were: Abdurrahman Al Kanderi,
Mohammed Salman and Naif Thamer. The female
winners were: Taiba Al Nouri, Sara El Safty and
Fatemah Al Awadhi. Mrs Sahar Dashti, Deputy
General Manager responsible for the Bank’s
Corporate Social Responsibility Program at AUB
said:  “AUB’s ‘Fun Run’ has been solely designed

to showcase our commitment towards making our
environment a better place now, and for the
future. We were keen to distinguish this special
activity to be a clear and strong message that we
must join hands and work together to preserve
our environment.”

Dashti added:”This event represents one of
AUB’s key initiatives in social responsibility to
contribute to the achievement of His Highness the
Amir’s Vision 2035 for a new Kuwait. In addition, it
also reflects the Bank’s commitment in supporting
activities that will advance social development in
the field of raising awareness and spreading the
culture of environmental work as an integral part
of the Kuwaiti culture. Furthermore it also creates
a spirit of competition in preserving the environ-
ment and inspires cooperation and collective
responsibility among all members of society”.

In a speech at the closing ceremony, Dashti
went on to thank all government entities, repre-
sented by the Ministry of Interior, the Medical
Emergency Department in the Ministry of Health
and the Red Crescent and all those who partici-
pated and were present from the early morning
and contributed to the success of this event.
Dashti further added: “AUB will donate the overall
amount of participation fees to institutions who
support the environment. We intend to invest in
the success of this activity to continue in future
and on a larger scale. We want this to be a power-
ful message to instill the concept of safeguarding
the environment amongst all people in Kuwait.
This is just part of the journey along which we
can all travel.”

AUB organizes the Charity ‘Fun Run’

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Martyrs
Championship of “Mini Goal” will
kick off today, with the participa-
tion of 15 schools, expected to
compete hard to qualify for the
finals and be eligible of the upcom-
ing championship in February.
General coordinator of the cham-
pionship Hassan Al-Khawaja said
the event is being held under the
patronage of Amiri Diwan’s
Martyrs office in cooperation with
Ministry of Education. The tournament will be on the knock-
out system, under international rules, as the playing field will
be of the 15x30 meters dimensions and the goal will be 1x1.
He added that it will be an area with three meter diameter
around the goal, where if the ball touches a defender, a
penalty will be awarded from the middle of the field.

Khawaja said this tournament is considered qualifications
for two teams from each governorate for the championship
to be held in Feb 2019.

Kuwait Martyrs 
Championship of ‘Mini
Goal’ kicks off today

Hassan Al-Khawaja


