
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has told Singapore it
intends to take back control of airspace that the city-
state has managed since 1974 amid a dispute over a
flight path to a secondary airport in Singapore,
Malaysia’s transport minister said yesterday. Singapore
has put in place a new instrument landing system at its
small Seletar airport to be used by turboprops and
business jets that involves a flight path over Malaysian
airspace without its permission, Malaysian Transport
Minister Anthony Loke told parliament. 

He said the flight path would lead to height limits on
building development and affect shipping operations in
the state of Johor on the south of the Malaysian penin-
sula that borders the relatively tiny island of Singapore.
Malaysia refused to approve the flight path on Nov 28
and 29, Loke said, and on Nov 29 informed Singapore
it planned to take back airspace over Johor, that it had
delegated for management by the city-state since
1974, in phases, with the first expected around the end

of 2019 and the next phase in 2023. 
“We feel that it is now the time that we regained the

control of our very own airspace because over the
years, we have also upgraded
our air traffic control and we
think we are capable of doing
so,” he said. “So we want to
begin the process of negotia-
tions with our Singapore
counterpart.” Loke did not
provide details of what air-
space Malaysia intended to
regain in each phase. The
Singapore transport ministry
said in a statement in
response to Loke’s comments
that Singapore “respects Malaysia’s sovereignty”. 

“Airspace in this region is one of the most complex
in the world... The benefits to both our economies and

our people have been tremendous.... Hence, any pro-
posed changes will impact many stakeholders,” it
added. Singapore’s far larger and newer Changi

Airport, one of the biggest
hubs in Asia, uses a portion of
that airspace for departures
and approaches and would
not want to be reliant on
Malaysian management of it,
said an industry source who
expected they would settle
the dispute before it got to
that stage.

Singapore was once part of
Malaysia but they separated
acrimoniously in 1965, cloud-

ing diplomatic and economic dealings for years. Ties
were particularly frosty during Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad’s previous tenure as

prime minister, between 1981 and 2003. Since return-
ing to office after an election this year, Mahathir has
deferred a rail project with Singapore and has said he
wants to renegotiate the terms of a water-sharing
agreement struck in 1962.

Just hours after Loke’s comments, Singapore hit
back with its own territorial protest against Malaysia
over Kuala Lumpur’s plan to extend the limits of a port
in its southern-most state. “We note with grave con-
cern that Malaysia has recently purported to extend
the Johor Bahru port l imits in a manner which
encroaches into Singapore Territorial Waters,” it said
in a separate statement. “In response, Singapore has
lodged strong protest with the Malaysian
Government,” the transport ministry added. A
Malaysian foreign ministry spokesman declined to
comment on Singapore’s protest, and directed queries
to the transport ministry. A spokesman for Loke
declined comment. — Reuters
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Turkey police 
detains dozens 
over alleged 
Gulen links
ANKARA: Turkish police yesterday
detained nearly 140 people in nation-
wide raids over alleged links to the
group blamed for the 2016 failed coup,
state media reported. Prosecutors
across the country, including in
Istanbul and Ankara, issued 267 arrest
warrants, according to state news
agency Anadolu, as part of different
investigations into followers of US-
based Muslim preacher Fethullah
Gulen. Police launched operations in
24 provinces including Izmir and
Mugla on the Aegean coast and Ordu
and Zonguldak on the Black Sea. By
yesterday, 137 suspects had been
detained including 55 in Istanbul as
raids continued to capture others,
Anadolu reported.

Ankara accuses Gulen of ordering
the attempted overthrow of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on July 15,
2016 but he strongly denies the
claims. Gulen, who lives in self-
imposed exile in Pennsylvania, and his
followers stress that their movement is
peaceful, promoting Islam and educa-
tion. The probes include one led by

the Istanbul public prosecutor into the
movement-referred to as the
“Fethullah Terrorist Organisation”
(FETO) - and businesses linked to
Gulen. The prosecutor issued 96
detention warrants, Anadolu said.

Meanwhile, prosecutors in the
Turkish capital sought the arrest of 48
individuals over their alleged use of an
encrypted messaging application
called ByLock, which Turkish officials
claim was especially created for Gulen
supporters. So far, 35 people including
engineers, civil servants and individu-
als working in the private education
sector have been detained in Ankara,
the agency reported. The investiga-
tions that led to yesterday’s raids also
focused on Gulen followers’ presence
and actions inside the military.

Some of the suspects wanted
were soldiers on active duty or
sacked military personnel. Another
16 suspects were charged by an
Istanbul court of “being a member of
an armed terrorist organization”,
Anadolu reported yesterday. Tens of
thousands of people have been
arrested over suspected Gulen links
since 2016. Despite criticism from
activists and Ankara’s Western allies
expressing concern over the scale of
the crackdown, the raids show no
sign of slowing down. Turkish offi-
cials insist that the operations are
necessary to remove the “virus” that
is the Gulen movement’s infiltration
of key Turkish institutions. — AFP 

Row over ‘traitor’ 
philosopher hits 
Russia hometown
MOSCOW: German philosopher Immanuel
Kant has sparked surprising tensions in his
Russian hometown over the prospect of
naming the airport after him, with officials
branding him a “traitor” and vandals throw-
ing paint at his tomb. Kant was born and
spent most of  his  l i fe in Prussian
Koenigsberg, which was renamed
Kaliningrad after coming under the control
of the Soviet Union in the wake of World
War II. Now it is Russia’s westernmost city
and hosted World Cup matches this year.

Until recently the philosopher was lead-
ing an online poll to choose a name for the
city’s airport, currently called Khrabrovo
after the nearby village. This sparked a
furious row with officials blasting Kant as a
“Russophobe”, even though there is no his-
torical evidence that the philosopher har-
bored strong feelings toward the Russian
Empire. In a video on regional media, a
senior Russian naval officer urges service-
men to vote against Kant in the poll, saying
he “betrayed his motherland.”

The philosopher, a central  f igure in
Western thought, has now sharply dropped
in the rankings below Empress Elizabeth
Petrovna, whose army captured the city in
1758 but abandoned it five years later.
Kant, during the brief period of Russian
rule, asked the empress to let him teach at
the local university, but his letter was never
delivered. “He demeaned himself to get a
department in the university, so that he
could teach and write some strange books
that none of those present here today have
read,” says the naval officer in the video,
identified by local media as Vice-Admiral
Igor Mukhametshin, head of the Baltic
Fleet staff.

The viral video follows other attacks on
Kant in Kaliningrad, which was heavily
bombarded during World War II  and

almost entirely rebuilt in Soviet style while
the German population was expelled. Last
week, three Kant-related locations were
vandalized with paint: his tomb, a monu-
ment to the philosopher and a memorial
plaque commemorating the place where his
house once stood. Flyers strewn around
the monument expressed satisfaction that
“the name of the German Kant will not tar-
nish our airport.”

The spokesman for  Kal in ingrad’s
Gothic-style basilica, which houses Kant’s
tomb, said he couldn’t  understand the

motive behind the anti-Kant protests. “For
Kaliningrad residents, for thinking people,
Kant is not a citizen of any certain coun-
try, he is  an individual  of  a planetary
scope,” spokesman Vladimir Sil inevich
said. A student at the local state university
Mikhail Shipilov was questioned by police
after proposing a rally in support of the
philosopher on his social networking page,
local news website New Kaliningrad said.
A small pro-Kant picket was eventually
held  near  the phi losopher ’s  tomb on
Sunday. — AFP 

KALININGRAD: Photo shows a view of Kaliningrad’s Khrabrovo airport. German philosopher
Immanuel Kant has sparked surprising tensions in his Russian hometown over the prospect
of naming the airport after him, with officials branding him a ‘traitor’ and vandals throwing
paint at his tomb. — AFP 

Women and 
girls raped in 
South Sudan
UNITED NATIONS: More than 150
women and girls have come forward in the
past 12 days to seek help in South Sudan
after they were raped or suffered other
forms of sexual violence, the heads of three
UN agencies said Monday. Armed men,
many in uniform, carried out the attacks
near the northern city of Bentiu, according
to a joint statement from Henrietta Fore,
who heads the UN chi ldren’s agency
UNICEF, UN aid chief Mark Lowcock and
the director of the UN Population Fund,
Natalia Kanem. 

The three agencies condemned “these
abhorrent attacks” and called on South
Sudan authorities to ensure the perpetrators
face justice. Doctors Without Borders
(MSF) last week said 125 women and girls
had been raped while walking to emergency
food distribution centers set up by interna-
tional aid agencies. UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres condemned the attacks.
“These horrif ic acts are a distressing
reminder of how, despite recent recommit-
ments by South Sudan’s leaders to a cessa-
tion of hostilities and a revitalized peace
agreement, the security situation for civil-
ians remains dire, especially for women and
children,” he said in a statement.

He urged all parties to the conflict and
future leaders in South Sudan “to ensure the
safety of civilians and address impunity for
these crimes through investigation and
prosecution of perpetrators.” At war since
2013, South Sudan has seen horrific levels of

sexual violence. In the first half of 2018,
some 2,300 cases were reported, the vast
majority of those targeting women and girls.
More than 20 percent of the victims were
children, the UN statement said. The three
agencies said the actual number of rapes
was far higher because the violence is
severely underreported.

As well as being raped, MSF said many of
the victims were “whipped, beaten or clubbed
with sticks and rifle butts” and robbed of
their clothes, shoes, money and the ration

cards entitling them to food aid. “In more than
three years of working in South Sudan, I have
never seen such a dramatic increase in sur-
vivors of sexual violence arriving at our pro-
grams looking for medical care,” said Ruth
Okello, a MSF midwife in South Sudan. A UN
panel of experts last month said in a report to
the Security Council that there were “alarm-
ing levels” of sexual violence and human
rights abuses in South Sudan. The council is
due to discuss the crisis in South Sudan on
December 18. —AFP 

MINGKAMAN, South Sudan: A Sudanese man from Dinka tribe stands in the early morning at
their cattle camp in Mingkaman, Lakes State, South Sudan. — AFP 

3 migrants
found after
‘freezing to 
death’ in Turkey
ANKARA: The bodies of three migrants
believed to have frozen to death were
found in three separate Turkish border
villages, state media reported yesterday.
The first body of an Afghan migrant was
discovered close to the border with
Greece in Serem village in the northwest-
ern province of Edirne, state news agency
Anadolu said. The two other migrants
were found in nearby villages - Akcadam
and Adasarhanli - days after they had
died but their nationalities were not given. 

Turkish officials believe the three
migrants froze to death, Anadolu said, but
their bodies have been sent to Istanbul
for further examination. Authorities
caught an Afghan man, named as
Jamaluddin Malangi by Anadolu, who told
reporters in Edirne that Greek police sent
him back to Turkey on a boat via River
Evros between Greece and Turkey. The
area is a major crossing point for

refugees and migrants trying to enter the
European Union.

Malangi, who claimed he knew one of
the migrants found dead, said that they
sought help after crossing into Greece by
knocking on doors. “We wanted help and
during this, someone must have called the
police and the Greek police officers came
and caught us. First they took us to the
police station then they took us near to the
river where there were two boats,”
Malangi said, quoted by Anadolu. “We
were sent back after being put on them
(the boats)” to Turkey, he added. It was
not clear whether the migrants found dead
were all part of the same group who
entered Greece with Malangi or had sepa-
rately tried to enter the EU member state.

According to Greek authorities, over
14,000 irregular entries have been
recorded across the Turkish border so far
this year, compared to some 5,500 in
2017. But the number of migrants coming
to Europe has fallen since the 2015 peak
when over a million people landed in
Greece from Turkey, the majority via
boats. The decline followed a deal agreed
between the EU and Turkey in 2016 to
stop the flow of migrants with Ankara
agreeing to take migrants landing on
Greek islands in exchange for incentives,
including billions of euros to support
refugees in Turkey. — AFP 

A child stands next a tent at a makeshift camp adjacent to the Moria camp for
refugees and migrants on the island of Lesbos. The islands of Lesbos and Samos,
which shelter the biggest migrant camps, are both Greek. They sit just off the Turkish
coast, on the eastern side of the Aegean. — AFP 


