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Kuwaiti plane airlifts Houthis from
Sanaa to Stockholm: Deputy FM

KUWAIT: A delegation from the Houthi rebels was
scheduled to board a Kuwaiti plane from Sanaa to
Stockholm yesterday to participate in UN-sponsored
Yemen talks in Sweden, Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah said on Monday. Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Yemen was set to accompany the
Houthi delegation, Jarallah told reporters at a reception
held by Japan’s embassy to celebrate the birthday of the
Emperor of Japan.

Jarallah hoped the talks would succeed and would
pave way for a solution of the crisis in Yemen. Earlier on
Monday, the visiting Swedish Foreign Minister Margot
Wallstrom touted the significant role played by Kuwait
in resolving all regional causes, saying the world looks
forward to Kuwait’s relevant efforts. “Kuwait already
plays a historic role in the region advocating for peace-
ful solutions, for dialogue, and contacts and I think that
has become an even more important role as the world
looks today and of course surrounded by big and pow-
erful neighbors but still being able to keep up that
objective of creating dialogue,” she said to reporters
after meeting His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Trade volume 
Meanwhile, Jarallah said that the trade volume

between Kuwait and Japan is massive, affirming keen-
ness to enhance it and open new prospects of bilateral
cooperation in investment, energy, and environment
fields. Japan provides Kuwait with top-quality consulta-
tive services in environment and supervises environ-
mental projects in the country voluntarily, he said,
recalling Tokyo’s unforgettable $13 million donation to
support the liberation of Kuwait during the Iraqi inva-
sion in 1990.

The Kuwaiti minister also mentioned his country’s $5
million support to Tokyo to deal with the aftermath of
the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami. There are
constant high-level visits between officials of both
countries, as well as a permanent communication
between Kuwait and Japan leaderships, he said.

In the meantime, Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait
Takashi Ashiki said that his country is ranked Kuwait’s
third biggest trade partner and Kuwait is Japan’s third
crude supplier. “Trade exchanges between both coun-
tries continue to hit new records year after year,” he
said. “We hope Japanese companies would continue
to play significant role in Kuwait’s infrastructure
development.”

“I have witnessed the amazingly increasing interest
of Kuwait youths in Japanese Pop Culture,” the

Ambassador went on. “Japan attaches great importance
to other areas of cooperation with Kuwait in addition to
business relations; I hereby invite Kuwaiti citizens and
expats to visit Japan and get to know more about our
culture, especially on the occasions of the ‘2020
Olympics’ in Tokyo and 2025 Expo in Osaka. We look
forward to welcoming you in Japan.”
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Expert calls for
greater investment
in energy resources
KUWAIT: Chief Executive Officer at Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) Nizar Al-Adsani called yesterday for develop-
ing and investing in all energy resources to meet future demand
however he cautioned greater consumption must be coupled with
cutting emissions. Adsani’s statement came during a ceremony
marking issuance of the 2018 oil forecast report, released by the
International Energy Agency (IEA), hosted by Kuwait.

The IEA and OPEC are working together for a stable energy
world, he has said, affirming that the global energy scene has
become much more coherent, where the producers and consumers
have become partners, rather than foes. The IEA was established in
1974 to aid consuming nations to act as “a collective coalition, but
today, it turned into an active partner seeking better understanding
of the markets,” Adsani said.

Meanwhile, Khaled Mahdi, the secretary general of the secre-
tariat general of the supreme planning council, said the state
development strategy is primarily designed for serving projects in
the oil sector. In turn, the KPC strategy till 2040 focuses on
diverse and manufactured products. Kuwait’s oil sector is witness-
ing execution of a number of strategic projects, namely the envi-
ronmentally friendly fuel, he said, affirming the serious approach
toward producing natural gas, at the national level.

Usama Al-Sabbagh, the executive manager at the center of
energy research at Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research,
expressed his belief that the demand for oil would not grow, amid
abundant supplies of competitive materials namely shale oil.

Another eminent attendant, Dr Tareq Al-Sheikh, the resident
coordinator of the UN bureau, said the UN is diligently seeking to
ensure low costs for energy by 2030, in addition to increasing
renewable energy and efficiency of energy harnessing. The Arab
region is rich not only in oil and natural gas but also in solar ener-
gy, however many of the Arab countries have been moving at tur-
tle’s speed on the path of developing renewable energy. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait Takashi Ashiki
(left) and Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah cut the cake during the reception. — Photos by
Joseph Shagra

Kuwait among 
top global 
humanitarian donors:
German official
KUWAIT: Director of the Humanitarian Assistance
at the German Federal Foreign Office, Thomas
Zahneisen said that Kuwait is considered one of the
most important countries in the field of humanitarian
donations. During a luncheon held at the German
Embassy in Kuwait, Zahneisen expressed his coun-
try’s readiness to cooperate with Kuwait on the
humanitarian field.

A meeting was held with the International Islamic
Charitable Organization (IICO) with the promise of
continuing coordination to unify visions and efforts
in humanitarian work, he proceeded. Germany,
which is now one of the top donating countries with
humanitarian aids reached 1.5 billion Euros, is close-
ly monitoring the humanitarian situation in Syria,
Yemen, Africa, and Palestine, he noted.

On the other hand, he referred to the Kuwait and
German contributions to the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) with 50 million Euros for
each, stressing the fact that both countries are
working from a humanitarian prospective not a
political one.

As for the Syrian refugees, Zanheisen said that
his country and Kuwait were both interested in
finding a solution for this case through helping the
refugees either by providing them with the neces-
sary supplies, or helping those who want to return
to their homeland. With regard to the Yemeni issue,
Thomas Zahneisen pointed out that the situation in
Yemen needed a political solution by getting all par-
ties involved back into negotiation. — KUNA

Food bank sponsors
1,000 orphans
KUWAIT: Kuwait Food Bank has launched a
large-scale project to meet the needs of more
than 1,000 orphans in Kuwait and abroad, which
includes sponsorship and food aid. The endeavor
also entails comprehensive healthcare free of
charge, in addition to providing the children with
household necessities, the Kuwait-based charity
said in a statement yesterday. 

Urging avid philanthropists in the country to
contribute to the project, the organization’s
director general Salem Al-Hamar said the pri-
mary objective is to lift the hapless kids out of
penury. He went on to extol the merits of orphan-
age, saying it was among the most generous of
deeds, encouraging the general public to visit the
charity’s website at www.kuwaitfoodbank.org for
more information on the project. — KUNA
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ALAFCO, SAS
reach deal
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Aviation Lease and Finance
Company (ALAFCO) has signed a 10-year deal
with the Scandinavian region’s national carrier SAS
to lease a quintet of aircraft from the Airbus A320
family. ALAFCO expects to receive the first airliner
out of five by April of next year, the aircraft-leasing
company’s deputy chairman and CEO Ahmad Al-
Zaben said in a statement. The deal will prove
instrumental in propelling the local aviation sector
to new heights, he said. The Kuwait-based compa-
ny engages in aircraft leasing and provides man-
agement, marketing and consultancy services to the
aviation industry. — KUNA


