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Govt officials to be punished
for unimplemented e-services 

Bodies assigned to speed up Jaber Hospital’s management 
KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled
Al-Roudhan briefed the cabinet during its weekly
meeting on Monday about the level of e-services in
the public sector, and the government sought to
address shortcomings either through solving hurdles
or punishing officials failing to meet expectations.

In the meantime, the cabinet assigned Public
Investment Authority and Ministries of Health and
Finance to speed up process for appointing a man-
agement of Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah’s
Hopsital by September 2019. State departments
should complete financial and technical measures to
select “a strategic partner and international opera-
tor” to manage the hospital, a statement by the cabi-
net said.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah attended and patronized last on
Wednesday the opening of Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Hospital. The main building of the hospital consists of
five towering 10-stories structures built on a 220,000
square meters area. The hospital bed capacity
reached around 1,168 with 36 operation rooms, a
medical center, a helipad, and a parking lot accommo-
dating some 5,000 vehicles. The cabinet, meanwhile,
welcomed a 1.5 million Kuwaiti Dinars donation by
Hind Abdullah Al-Shalfan to establish a hospital to be
named after Amnah Abdullah Al-Shalfan. 

Deep sorrow
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-

Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, who chaired the meeting,
expressed deep sorrow and sympathy over the demise
of 41st US President George Bush. His Highness Sheikh
Jaber recalled Bush’s principled and historic stands,
including his swift rejection to the Iraqi occupation of
Kuwait in 1990, noting on the decisive and critical deci-
sions taken by the US administration under Bush lead-
ership, in addition to his role in forming an international

coalition and through a UN mandate to liberate Kuwait.
His Highness Sheikh Jaber expressed his utmost sorrow
and condolences to the American people on Bush’s
demise, on behalf of Kuwait and its people.

On another topic, His Highness the Premier congrat-
ulated UAE on its 47th national day and expressed
best wishes to UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan, Vice President, Prime Minister and Dubai
Ruler Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashed Al-Maktoum, the
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces Sheikh
Mohammad bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, and to all members
of UAE Higher council and to the Emirate people. His
Highness Sheikh Jaber expressed best wishes and
prosperity to UAE leadership and people. On another
front, His Highness Sheikh Jaber congratulated Mexico
on the swearing-in of new President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador, wishing him success on his new post,
and more enhance bilateral relations between the two
countries. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the cabinet’s weekly meeting. — KUNA 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: It is impera-
tive to keep abreast of the latest
developments in the field of elderly
care, Kuwait’s Health Minister
Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah said yes-
terday. Kuwait has laid out an intri-
cate elderly care plan after ‘careful
examination’ of demographic and
social statistics on people
approaching the latter stages of
their lives, he said on the sidelines
of a meeting bringing together
ministers of health and social
affairs from across the Arab region.

Citing national statistics, he
revealed that the elderly account
for four percent of Kuwait’s popu-
lation, saying that research over
elderly care is highly encouraged.
Much progress has also been made
on the legislative front in Kuwait,
with recent laws enacted to further
reinforce care for the elderly, the
minister explained. He went on to

thank the Arab League for their
‘excellent efforts’ to ensure that
elderly care forms an integral part
of their healthcare systems. 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-
Sabeeh emphasized importance of
the joint meeting between the Arab
health and social affairs ministers.
Sabeeh, head of the 37th Session of
GCC commission of social affairs,
said that the joint meeting ended

with a scheduled substantive meet-
ing of the two councils under the
title ‘Multidimensional Social
Protection Policies in Conflict and
Conflict-Affected Arab States.’ She
anticipated for all Arab countries to
cohesively work towards a sub-
stantial radical development. For
UN’s 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) agenda
in Kuwait, Arab leaders in 2015
signed several papers, she added.

In her keynote speech at the
meeting, Sabeeh expressed grati-
tude to Tunisia for preparing a
draft joint strategy for supporting
the elderly, in coordination with the
United Nations and its agencies.
Minister Sabeeh has observed that
there has been noticeable increase
of the number of old people in the
Arab world, largely due to modern
health care.

On Somalia, the minister noted
that the top Arab leaders, during
the latest summit, applauded an ini-
tiative by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah to organize a donation
conference to support education in
this African nation. There are other
issues that are of common concern
for both the ministers of health and
social affairs; such as the plight of
the displaced, namely the relocated
Iraqis, she said. — KUNA

Health minister places focus on elderly care 
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KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-
Jabri meets with officials from the Ministry of Information and the National Council
for Culture, Arts and Letters. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s Minister of
Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri
stressed yesterday the importance of
Kuwait’s role as a beacon for cultural
enlightenment in the Arab world.

Jabri made his remarks during a
meeting with officials from the Ministry
of Information and the National Council
for Culture, Arts and Letters, on the
occasion of the end of the 43rd Kuwait
International Book Fair. He pointed out
to choosing ‘Quds’, Arabic for
Jerusalem, as theme of the fair, reflects
the history of Kuwait in supporting the

Palestinian cause and keeping it present
in the minds of Arabs and Muslims,
praising the efforts made in organizing
the exhibition and its success.

He added that the outstanding cul-
tural achievements were under the
guidance of the high political leader-
ship represented by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber  Al-Sabah, H is  H ighness  the
Crown Pr ince  She ikh  Nawaf  Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber  Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. — KUNA

Kuwait important intellectual
hub in Arab world: Minister

PARIS: The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) hosted an
award ceremony on Monday for its
joint Kuwait-funded prize for Digital
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities, named after the late
Amir Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Disabled rights activist
Vashkar Bhattacharjee of
Bangladesh was awarded the indi-
viduals category with the organiza-
tions’ prize going to Chinese web
programmers, Tencent.

In his  remarks at  the event ,
Sheikh Mubarak Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah said Kuwait, led by His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, is com-
mitted to UNESCO’s efforts in sup-
port of disabled persons. Kuwait’s

UNESCO representative Adam Al-
Mulla said the prize’s importance
stems from its  noble goals to
encourage the integration of the
disabled community into the rest of
society. Speaking about the prize,
he said it aims to break down barri-
ers faced by disabled learners in
obtaining knowledge via the digital
world.

Meanwhile, the Minister of
Education and Minister Higher
Education’s representative
Undersecretary Bader Al-Mutairi said
the ministry is committed to embrac-
ing the disabled community in Kuwait,
granting them the right to education
alongside their able-bodied counter-
parts. This includes providing fully-
equipped schools catering to all
forms of disability. — KUNA
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NEW YORK: Kuwait assured yesterday that
there are several steps to be taken in order to
assure the safety of people with special needs
from armed conflicts. Kuwait’s permanent
representative at the United Nations (UN)
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi affirmed dur-
ing the session of the UN’s Security Council
the importance of fulfilling all the decisions of
the council to achieve the security of civilians.

Otaibi invited all organizations affiliated
with people with special challenges to partic-

ipate in executing strategic plans in preserv-
ing peace and set the guidelines to achieve
the goal of the strong cooperation between
the UN, its specialized agencies, active enti-
ties and local partnerships. “We understand
that all governments, donors and specialized
relief agencies are swamped in their work
during armed conflicts, but we must insure
the rights of challenged people in providing
them with the necessary supplies and aid
without any discrimination as part of the
human crisis respond plan,” Otaibi said.

“The international Community celebrated
yesterday The International Day of Persons
with Disabilities, and more than one billion
people around the world suffer from various
disabilities, that’s more than 15 percent of the
population, and in the 13th of December the
world will celebrate the 12th anniversary of
the approving the agreement that assures the

rights of people with disabilities which was
approved by 170 countries, including
Kuwait,” Otaibi added.

Otaibi noted that the agreement states that
all concerned parties are obliged by
International Law, International Humanitarian
Law and International Law for Human Rights
to take all necessary measures to guarantee
the safety of the handicapped people in case
of gun conflicts, human emergencies or natu-
ral crisis. “People who suffer from rare dis-
abilities are more likely to be exposed to dan-
ger especially during the time of conflict and
violence where the challenges they face are
harder in finding water, food and refuge,”
Otaibi continued. He concluded his speech by
highlighting the situation of children with
special needs during the time of conflicts and
their needs that are not taken into considera-
tion when providing aid. — KUNA

Kuwait to assure
safety of people
with special needs

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Lt Gen Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah yesterday visited the ministry’s information technology and
communications department, where he was briefed on the latest systems and projects as well as plans to improve capabilities of staff at the department.


