
PARIS: The French government yesterday
backed down on planned fuel tax hikes in a bid
to draw the heat out of fierce protests that have
escalated into the deepest crisis of Emmanuel
Macron’s presidency. The concessions, coming
after an earlier 500-million-euro ($570 million)
relief package for poorer households, mark the
first time 40-year-old Macron has given
ground in the face of public opposition. 

Prime Minister Edouard Philippe
announced rollbacks on fuel taxes and elec-
tricity price increases in a rare televised
address after France was rocked by intense
street clashes and vandalism in Paris over the
weekend. “This anger, you would have to be
deaf and blind not to see it, nor hear it,”
Philippe said after more than a fortnight of
demonstrations by so-called “yellow vest”
protesters. “No tax merits putting the unity of

the nation in danger,” he said.
Planned tax increases on petrol and diesel

on Jan 1 will be suspended for six months, he
said, while hikes in regulated electricity and
gas prices will also be frozen during the win-
ter. Pressure has been mounting on the gov-
ernment after protests degenerated into the

worst street clashes in central Paris in
decades, leading to scores of injuries and
arrests. For weeks Macron held his ground on
the fuel taxes, which finance anti-pollution
policies but which critics say unfairly weigh
on drivers in rural and small-town France.
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TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani struck a
defiant stance against US sanctions yesterday, renew-
ing his threat to cut off international oil sales from the
Gulf. “America should know... it is not capable of pre-
venting the export of Iran’s oil,” Rouhani said at a tele-
vised rally in Semnan province. “If it ever tries to do
so... no oil will be exported from the Persian Gulf,” he
added. Since the 1980s, Iran has said repeatedly it
would blockade the Gulf in response to international
pressure but has never carried out the threat. 

Washington has reimposed sanctions, including an
oil embargo, since withdrawing from a landmark 2015
nuclear deal between Tehran and major powers in May.
It has vowed to reduce Iran’s oil sales to zero, but has
granted temporary waivers to eight countries. Rouhani
last threatened to close the Gulf in July when he
warned the US “should not play with the lion’s tail”.
The president downplayed the economic impact of
sanctions, accusing the media of exaggerating the
country’s problems. “No hyperinflation, no massive
unemployment will threaten us. People should stop
saying such things in the papers,” he told the crowd. 

The latest inflation report from Iran’s central bank
says food prices rose 56 percent year-on-year in
October. Rouhani acknowledged there were “some

problems”, but said these would be addressed in the
new budget plan to be presented on Dec 16. He said
the government would maintain subsidies on essential
goods and increase public sector wages and pensions
by 20 percent.

Rouhani said the United States would not succeed
in cutting Iran’s economic ties with the region and the
world. Iranian Vice President Eshaq Jahangiri also said
yesterday that US sanctions were hitting vulnerable
people in Iran. “When (Americans) say their target is
the Iranian government and there won’t be pressure on
the sick, the elderly and the weak in society, it’s a lie,”
Jahangiri said, according to the state-run Islamic
Republic News Agency (IRNA).

Meanwhile, Iran wants to increase its missiles’
range, a senior military official was quoted as saying
yesterday, a move that would irk the United States
which views Tehran’s weapons program as a regional
security threat. “One of our most important programs
is increasing the range of missiles and ammunition,”
Iranian air force head, Brigadier General Aziz
Nasirzadeh, said, according to the semi-official Fars
news agency. “We don’t see any limitations for our-
selves in this field.” 
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By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The three-member National Assembly
committee formed to investigate the destruction
caused by heavy rains last month will take two months
to complete its probe, its rapporteur said yesterday.
MP Khaled Al-Oteibi said the investigation will take
this time because it involves many issues related to
damage caused by the rains and loose gravel. The
committee was given authority to discuss the issue
with ministers and top government officials to deter-
mine what went wrong and who is responsible.

Minister of Public Works Hussam Al-Roumi, who
came under fire and was held responsible, has sub-
mitted his resignation, but the government has yet to
decide whether to accept it or not. The minister in the
meantime has set up an independent investigation
committee to probe a number of road contracts
signed by the public roads authority in the past few
years.

MP Thamer Al-Suwait meanwhile proposed an
amendment to the 1961 insurance law stipulating to make it
mandatory for insurance companies to compensate
Kuwaitis and expatriates for damage caused by floods and
flying gravel. 
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SYDNEY: Australia’s livestock exporters will stop
shipping live sheep to the Middle East for three
months each year from 2019, an industry body said
yesterday, amid rising public anger over the trade
worth around A$55 million ($40 million) annually. The
Australian Livestock Exporters Council (ALEC) said its

members had voluntary agreed to halt shipments of
live sheep to the Middle East during the northern
hemisphere summer.

Notably, Kuwait’s Livestock Transport and Trading
(Al Mawashi), a major supplier to other Gulf Arab states
such as Qatar, Oman and the United Arab Emirates,
imported 1.28 million livestock from Australia in 2017,
mostly sheep. The move comes amid widespread public
anger after footage emerged showing the death of
2,400 sheep on a ship bound for the Middle East,
prompting calls for the entire trade to be prohibited.
“This is about maintaining and growing a strong, viable
nine-month-a-year live sheep trade and, more broadly,
securing the future of Australia’s livestock export
industry,” Simon Crean, ALEC’s chairman, said in an
emailed statement.

The move by ALEC could ease some of the strain on

the ruling conservative government. Several members
of Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s Cabinet have
backed calls to ban the entire live sheep exporting
industry, a move that threatened to fracture the govern-
ment. Australia’s chief commodity forecaster in
September said it expected 1.9 million live sheep to be
sold this year, worth A$250 million. Around of a fifth of
all live sheep are forecast to be sold to Middle Eastern
countries. 

In May this year, Al Mawashi said it is in talks with
possible new livestock suppliers after an Australian
lawmaker proposed legislation to ban the export of live
sheep. Al Mawashi CEO Usama Khaled Boodai said the
majority state-owned Kuwaiti company was in talks
with South Africa, Sudan and Horn of Africa countries
as part of its efforts to diversify its sources of live-
stock.  — Reuters 
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This picture taken yesterday near the northern Israeli town of Misgav Am shows
Israeli machinery operating near the border wall with Lebanon. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israel’s army said yester-
day it has discovered Hezbollah tunnels
infiltrating its territory from Lebanon
and launched an operation to destroy
them, a move likely to raise tensions with
the Iran-backed group. The surprise
announcement came hours after Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met
with US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo in Brussels over regional dan-
gers, with both having repeatedly

warned about the activities of Iran,
Israel’s main enemy.

Netanyahu said he discussed the
operation with Pompeo and called the
tunnels a violation of a UN resolution
aimed at ending a 2006 war between
Israel and Shiite group Hezbollah.
“Whoever tries to harm Israel’s security
will pay dearly,” Netanyahu said in a
statement. “We will continue with fur-
ther activities, covert and overt, to
ensure Israel’s security.” US President
Donald Trump’s White House gave its
full  backing to the operation, with
National Security Adviser John Bolton
saying “we call on Iran and all of its
agents to stop their regional aggression
and provocation”.
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MARSEILLE: High school students sit near signs reading “Macron Out” and “Police Violence”
as they block an entrance of Thiers High School during a protest against French government
education reforms yesterday. — AFP 

BEHROR, India: Ratan Kumar once bat-
tled India’s brutal summers with damp
bed sheets and midnight baths. Now he is
among millions upon millions of Indians
using air conditioning - helping make the
world hotter still. With India’s AC market
expected to explode from 30 million to a
billion units by 2050, the world’s second-
most populous country could become
the planet’s top user of electricity for
cooling. India is already the number-
three spewer of greenhouse gases, burn-
ing through 800 million tonnes of coal
every year - and the predicted AC boom
could mean the country would have to
triple its electricity production to meet
demand, experts say.

But for the hundreds of millions of
Indians enduring scorching, even deadly,

summers, the air conditioners are a god-
send. “Summers make our life miserable,”
said Kumar, a 48-year-old laundryman
earning $225 a month who this year
installed an AC unit in his two-room
house in the town of Behror in the bak-
ing-hot desert state of Rajasthan.
“Sleeping for few hours is a struggle
after a day’s hard work,” the father-of-
two told AFP, running a hot iron over
crumpled clothes. “I am not rich but we
all aspire to a comfortable life.”

Vast swathes of India endure a gruel-
ing four-month long summer, and the
mercury has been inching ever higher in
recent years. In 2016, the Earth’s hottest
on record, temperatures in the Indian
town of Phalodi soared to 51 degrees
Celsius, the highest recorded in India.
The brutal heat can melt tarmac on the
roads and puts millions of people at risk,
with nearly 2,500 victims perishing from
sunstroke in 2015.

Currently just five percent of Indian
households are equipped with AC com-
pared to 90 percent in the United States

Continued on Page 24

AC boom in 
India to make
world hotter 

WASHINGTON: HH the Amir’s representative HH Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and Kuwaiti
Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah pay respects to former US President
George HW Bush as he lies in state in the US Capitol’s rotunda yesterday. — AFP 


