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It also only holds around two percent of the world’s
global oil reserves, according to the CIA World
Factbook. Kaabi said that he would still attend OPEC’s
Vienna meeting later this week, his “first and last” as
energy minister. That meeting is expected to set a policy
for 2019 and despite Qatar’s announcement, oil prices
soared yesterday after Russia and Saudi Arabia
renewed a pact to cap output on the sidelines of a G20
summit. While there was no announcement on how
much would be cut and for how long, the pact was
cheered by oil traders, with Brent jumping $2.60 to
$62.06 and West Texas Intermediate up $2.42 to $53.35.

Although Qatar’s sudden move came out of the blue,
analysts say it will have limited impact on the global
market. Fiona Cincotta, a senior market analyst at UK-
based City Index, said Qatar had “surprised the market”
but added it was another sign that “some major produc-
tion decisions will be taken outside of OPEC” following
the G20 summit that closed Saturday in Buenos Aires.

Some analysts saw Qatar’s withdrawal as a “political
decision to oppose Saudi Arabia”, which alongside the
United States and Russia is the biggest producer in
OPEC. “So is it really worth it to someone like Qatar to
go to Vienna to meet with someone who will lead the
meeting and who is your enemy?” asked Thierry Bros, a
researcher with the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies.
“In the end, perhaps you can do without it.”

“It could signal a historic turning point of the organi-
zation towards Russia, Saudi Arabia and the United
States,” said Algeria’s former energy minister and OPEC
chairman, Chakib Khelil, commenting on Qatar’s move.
He said Doha’s exit would have a “psychological impact”
because of the row with Riyadh and could prove “an
example to be followed by other members in the wake of
unilateral decisions of Saudi Arabia in the recent past”.

The exit is the latest example of Qatar charting a
course away from its Gulf neighbors since the rift
began last year. It comes before an annual summit of
Gulf Arab states expected to grapple with the roughly
18-month standoff. Once close partners with Saudi
Arabia and the UAE on trade and security, Qatar has
struck scores of new trade deals with countries further
afield while investing heavily to scale up local food pro-
duction and ramp up military power.

“There is a sentiment in Qatar that Saudi Arabia’s
dominance in the region and the region’s many institu-
tions has been counterproductive to Qatar,” said
Andreas Krieg, a political risk analyst at King’s College
London. “It is about Qatar breaking free as an inde-
pendent market and state from external interference.”
Asked if Qatar’s withdrawal would complicate OPEC’s
decision on output this week, a non-Gulf OPEC source
said: “Not really, even if it’s a regrettable and sad deci-
sion from one of our member countries.”

Amrita Sen, chief oil analyst for Energy Aspects con-
sultants, argued the move would have limited impact.
“Quitting OPEC is largely symbolic for Qatar,” he told
Bloomberg. “Its oil production has been steady with
limited prospects for increases.” OPEC is dominated by
oil-rich Saudi, which along with the UAE and other
allies has had no ties with Qatar since June 2017.
Relations between Riyadh and Doha are at an all-time
low as a result of the crisis, which has seen Saudi-led
countries accuse Qatar of supporting terrorism and
being too close to Iran. Qatar refutes the allegations
and claims rivals want to overthrow its government.

But researcher Bros argued that Qatar’s departure
would weaken OPEC at a moment when Riyadh is bat-
tling an international outcry over the murder of journal-
ist critic Jamal Khashoggi. “This shows that it will
become more complicated to run things (at OPEC).
Those that remain are not great friends, such as Iran and
Saudi Arabia,” said Bros. Kaabi meanwhile announced
that Qatar would “make a big splash in the oil and gas
business soon”, adding Doha would also build the
Middle East’s biggest ethane cracker, an industrial facili-
ty which converts gas to by-products such as adhesives
and ethylene for plastics. — Agencies 

Qatar to quit OPEC
to focus on gas...
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The practical applications offered by 5G technolo-
gies will expand the scope of services provided by Zain
Kuwait especially to the government and enterprise
(B2B) sector, who will benefit enormously from high
speeds, stimulating both the economic growth of the
country as well as creating boundless new business

opportunities, especially in the delivery of unique prod-
ucts and services, smart cities, and Internet sectors.

This announcement follows the MoU signed during
a two-day strategy summit held in Shanghai in
October 2018 between Zain and Huawei whereby the
two companies discussed and assessed the expected
business cases for 5G in the region, including its
impact on IoT, mobility, connectivity, healthcare, gov-
ernment; and other essential sectors. Zain is on track
to have its operations in Kuwait be the first to launch
5G commercially, maintaining its technology leader-
ship in the quality and range of services offered to
the country’s community, whether it be government,
enterprises or individuals. 

Zain 5G network
ready to go live...
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Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry told Reuters.
Trump told Khan the Pakistan relationship was very impor-
tant to the United States and to finding a solution to the
Afghanistan conflict, Chaudhry added. The US embassy in
Islamabad had no immediate comment on the letter. In a tel-
evised interview to selected journalists in the evening, Khan
said his government would “try our best to make the Afghan
Taleban sit together with the Americans so that negotiations
can be carried forward,” without giving further details.

Trump has been open about his desire to bring home
about 14,000 US troops who remain in Afghanistan as part
of Resolute Support and a separate counter-terrorism mis-
sion aimed against militant groups such as Al-Qaeda and
Islamic State. “President Trump has also acknowledged that
the war had cost both USA and Pakistan. He has emphasized
that Pakistan and USA should explore opportunities to work
together and renew partnership,” the foreign ministry said in
a statement. The ministry added that Pakistan is committed
to playing “a facilitation role in good faith”. “Peace and sta-
bility in Afghanistan remain a shared responsibility.”

Trump has appointed Afghan-born US diplomat Zalmay
Khalilzad as a special envoy for Afghanistan, tasking him
with pushing through peace talks. Khalilzad last month set a
deadline of April 2019 for the war to end. But Afghan
Taleban militants last month rejected the proposed deadline
and said a three-day meeting in Qatar between their leaders
and Khalilzad, to pave the way for peace talks, ended with
no agreement. Khalilzad on Sunday began an eight-country
tour, which includes Pakistan, Russia and Qatar, to promote
peace and convince the Taleban to join negotiations.

Officially allies in fighting terrorism, Pakistan and the
United States have a complicated relationship, bound
by Washington’s dependence on Pakistan to supply its
troops in Afghanistan but plagued by accusations
Islamabad is playing a double game. Last month, Trump
said in an interview Pakistan doesn’t “do a damn thing”
for the United States despite billions of dollars in US
aid, adding that Pakistani officials knew of former Al-
Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden’s location before his
killing by US troops in a 2011 raid inside Pakistan. Khan
hit back by saying the United States should not blame
Pakistan for its failings in Afghanistan.

Pakistani officials, who deny offering safe havens to the
Afghan Taleban, say their influence on the group has waned
over the years. Last week, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
said he had formed a 12-strong team to negotiate peace with
the Taleban, but warned that implementation of any deal
would take at least five years. — Agencies 

Trump seeks 
Khan’s help...

NEW DELHI: A violent mob rampaged through vil-
lages in northern India yesterday after the discovery of
suspected cow carcasses, setting vehicles ablaze and
murdering two people including a senior police officer.
Police fired shots in the air as hundreds of villagers,
incensed over the death of the sacred animals, pelted
stones at officers sent to quell the violence just 130 km
from New Delhi.

Anand Kumar, an additional director general of
Uttar Pradesh state police, said word spread quickly in
Bulandshahr district when carcasses believed to be
cows were found dumped near a village. Cows are
considered sacred by many Hindus and some accused
of slaughtering the beasts have been lynched by vigi-
lante mobs in the past. 

“These were suspected cow carcasses and the vil-
lagers were angry about it,” Kumar told reporters.
“There were around 400 people from three neighbor-
ing villages. They indulged in heavy stone pelting and
arson. Police baton-charged and tried to bring the sit-
uation under control. Police resorted to firing in the air
to control the crowd.”

Subodh Kumar Singh, a police inspector, and a local
villager were killed in the violence. It is not yet clear
how they died. Police have launched an investigation

and said post-mortem examinations would be con-
ducted. Footage shared online showed vehicles on fire
and huge crowds of men hurling objects at police.
Kumar said more than a dozen cars were set alight.

It is illegal to slaughter cows or even possess beef
in many Indian states. Some carry life sentences for
transgressions. Uttar Pradesh, the scene of yesterday’s
violence, prohibits cow slaughter. Its chief minister
Yogi Adityanath, a firebrand Hindu priest turned politi-
cian, has pushed for slaughterhouses to be closed and
cow shelters to be constructed. 

Cow slaughter is a powder-keg issue in India and
one that rights group say has been stoked by Hindu
hardliners to provoke violence against Muslims and
other minorities. In two prominent cases last year, a
dairy farmer was murdered on a highway for trans-
porting cows and a Muslim teenager accused of carry-
ing beef was stabbed to death on a crowded train.
Critics say vigilantes have been emboldened by the
2014 election of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party. Modi, who will
seek a second term in office in elections by May, last
year condemned murder in the name of protecting
cows after a string of vigilante killings sparked
protests. — AFP 

Two killed in India violence 
linked to dead cows: Police

CHINGRAVATI, India: An upturned and smoldering vehicle is seen following mob violence in this village in
Bulandshahr in India’s northern Uttar Pradesh state yesterday—  AFP 

The Popocatepetl Volcano spews ash and smoke as seen from Mexico City on Sunday. The Popocatepetl volcano, located about 55 km from Mexico City, has recorded numerous low-intensity exhalations in the past few days. —  AFP 


