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Abdullah Al-Mubarak Foundation awards
prizes for best Middle East books

The British-Kuwaiti Friendship Society held a Book
Prize Award ceremony for the best scholarly books
on Middle Eastern studies, written in English. The

Award, sponsored by the Abdullah Al-Mubarak
Foundation, is based on the historic value of research and
information regarding the Middle East region. Names of
winning books were announced during the ceremony,

which was held at the British Academy in London last
night and coincided with the 20th anniversary of Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Foundation’s establishment.

Kuwait’s Ambassador to the United Kingdom Khaled
Al-Duwaisan lauded, in his speech at the event, Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Foundation’s role in boosting Arab-British
ties, particularly on scientific and cultural domains.

Celebrating the 20th anniversary of launching the award,
the attendance of a large number of writers and academics
has reflected the event’s success, he said.

Duwaisan added the initiative was prompted by the
belief that culture could help handle major global issues,
extending bridges of understanding among nations and
supporting dialogue of civilizations. Initiatives have a sig-

nificant role in increasing British institutions and organiza-
tions’ interest to understand Middle Eastern nations, the
Kuwaiti diplomat said, adding they also contribute effec-
tively in the efforts aimed to narrow the gap between
Middle Eastern and Western countries. Such efforts would
eventually lead to achieving peace and stability in the
world, said the Kuwaiti diplomat. — KUNA

The prize winners with the Kuwaiti Ambassador Khaled Al-Duwaisan, Foundation’s Representative Sheikh Mubarak Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, and the organizing committee’s chairwoman.

Kuwait Ambassador to the United
Kingdom Khaled Al-Duwaisan speaks
during the ceremony.

Abdullah Al-Mubarak Foundation’s
Representative Sheikh Mubarak
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah deliv-
ers a speech.

Dasman institute
hosts geospatial
health workshop

Associate Professor Neil Coffee from the University
of Canberra (UC), Australia and Dr Saad Al-Sharrah
from Dasman Diabetes Institute (DDI), which was

founded by Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS) ran a one-day intensive workshop in
GeoHealth on the 25th of November 2018.  The workshop,
which was held at DDI, introduced basic principles of
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and the applica-
tion for researching the associations between health and
place. Participants at the workshop were selected from the
Public Authority of Civil Information (PACI), Kuwait
University, Ministry of Health, Public Authority for Food
and Nutrition (PAFN) and DDI.  The program for the day
included two lectures and two practical sessions where all
20 participants were provided with a computer for hands-

on practical applications of GIS to health.

The workshop had three main aims:
• To provide a networking opportunity for professionals

and researchers interested in health and place;
• Guided practical experience in applying GIS to prob-

lem-solving; and
• Details of the DDI-UC GeoHealth Initiative.

The DDI-UC are building a GeoHealth Lab to develop
knowledge and understanding of the spatial associations
of the diabetes epidemic in Kuwait.  DDI-UC GeoHealth
Initiative was recently signed by both parties and will run
for the next three and a half years.  Aims of the initiative
include GIS infrastructure (GeoHealth Lab) which will be
used to identify and integrate data on behaviour, lifestyle
and the built environment to investigate the spatial varia-
tions in the prevalence of diabetes in Kuwait and charac-
terise the magnitude and the extent of the problem.  Over
the course of the project, the GeoHealth Lab and analysis
will be used to plan, implement and evaluate diabetes pre-
vention and develop initiatives based on evidence-based
geospatial inference to support tailored intervention and
treatment programs

Autism center’s
chair participates
in world meeting

Head of Kuwait Center for Autism Dr Samira Al-Saad
recently presided the World Autism Organization
Congress Meeting, held at the sidelines of celebrat-

ing the World Autism Day in Houston, USA. The meeting
witnessed electing a new board of directors presided by
Dr Saad. Notably, The World Autism Organization (WAO)
was founded in Norway in 1988 to defend the rights of
autistic people worldwide. It holds an international con-
gress every four years in one of the member countries,
starting with South Africa in 2006, Mexico in 2010,
Kuwait in 2014, Houston in 2018, while the next conference
will be held in Malaysia in 2022. 

Head of Kuwait Center for Autism Dr Samira
Al-Saad speaks at the World Autism
Organization Congress.

KANA Kuwait
presents new
drama ‘Mazha’

Kerala Arts and Nataka
Academy, Kuwait, presented
its third theatre production

‘Mazha’, a drama based on William
Shakespeare’s great tragedy ‘Othello’
at Boy Scouts Association Hall,
Hawally. The first show was staged on
Thursday evening which was inaugu-
rated by well-known Kuwaiti produc-
er, writer and film-maker Abdulaziz
Ali Al-Dhager. The inaugural ceremo-
ny was presided over by KANA
Kuwait Vice president Punnoose
Ancheril which was also attended by
renowned writer and playwright
Hemant Kumar, the author of the play
‘Mazha’, stage designer Vijayan
Kademperi, costume and makeup
artist Vakkom Maheen and light
designer Chirackal Raju.  

In his brief inaugural address, Ali

Al-Dhager applauded KANA Kuwait
for its commendable efforts in pro-
ducing a play based on Shakespeare’s
great tragedy ‘Othello’. “Music, cine-
ma and drama transcend time, space
and culture and bring people togeth-
er,” Al-Dagher said. 

Ladies Wing Convenor Sindhu
Babu Chakola presented a memento
to KANA Technical Advisor Idiculla
Mathews in recognition of his contri-
bution to the association as he is leav-
ing Kuwait for good after working in
Kuwait for more than 30 years.
General Secretary Jiju Kalayil wel-
comed  the gathering while Idiculla
Mathews proposed a vote of thanks.
Madhu Raveendran released a sou-
venir by handing over the first copy to
Mathews.  Ali Al-Dhager, Hemant
Kumar, Kademperi and Chirackal Raju
were honored on the occasion. KANA
Advisor K P Balakrishnan, PRO Reji
Mathew and Sony Paravoor were also
present on the occasion. Rajeshwari
Subbaraman anchored the inaugural
segment. A large number of theatre-
lovers were present to watch the
inaugural show.

LAPA hosts
concert for Crew
Percussion Band 

LOYAC’s Academy for Performance Arts (LAPA)
recently organized a special concert for the
American Crew Percussion Band, on concluding its

Modern Heritage Festival at the Shaheed Park.  The con-
cert was attended by LOYAC’s Chairperson Fare’a Al-

Saqqaf and US Ambassador
to Kuwait Laurence
Silverman, who was invited to
stage to introduce the band
and give a speech before the
performance. 

Notably, Crew Percussion
is a percussion ensemble that
creates percussive music with
unconventional instruments.
Crew Percussion has been
performing since 1999 and
has captivated audiences all

around with their high energy performance. The band per-
formed for corporate shows, theme parks, educational
programs, private parties, half time shows, and community
events. The concert attracted a large audience. 


