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KUWAIT: (From right): Mijbil Al-Ayoub, Fatma Dashti and  Tapan Tripathi during the press conference. 
—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat Ooredoo CEO Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Thani during the launch event.

Launch part of Ooredoo’s digital transformation strategy: Al-Thani

Ooredoo launches eSIM with latest 
Apple Watch series 4 GPS+Cellular

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: For the first time in Kuwait, exclusively for its
clients, Ooredoo launched the eSIM with the latest Apple
Watch series 4 GPS+Cellular. The launch was announced
yesterday during a press conference held at its premises.
Ooredoo is the first company to launch this service in
Kuwait market. It will be available in all its branches and
online from Dec 7, 2018.

Ooredoo CEO Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-
Thani said during the press conference that launching this
service in Kuwait is another new achievement this year.
“This launch is part of our digital transformation strategy
to provide innovative products and services for our clients
to enrich their experience. We aim to support the vision of
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
(New Kuwait 2035) through digital transformation and
launching the latest products in IT and telecommunica-
tion,” he said.

Mijbil Al-Ayoub, Senior Director Corporate
Communications, noted that Ooredoo is keen to always be
the first to announce launching new products. “Ooredoo
was the first telecommunication company to launch the
eSIM in the Kuwaiti market on September 24. Today we
announce the commercial launch of the eSIM in the local
market for all our clients. This product will provide a com-
plete and excellent digital experience without using the
regular SIM. We will continue developing our network and
always provide the latest products,” he said.

Ooredoo was awarded for the best organizing, market-
ing and advertising for the launch event of iPhone X in
2017 by Stevie Organization. “This is one of the most

important awards that is given to excelling companies
worldwide. This was achieved through the trust of our
clients and their suggestions. And we aim to keep their
trust in our company and to always be leaders in the world
of technology and telecommunication,” Ayoub added.  

Tapan Tripathi, Chief Marketing Officer, said Ooredoo
clients can activate the eSIM without using the old SIM.
“The client can activate the service on his watch from his
number, and will be able to make and receive calls no mat-
ter if he is near or far from his mobile phone. This service is
available on all models from iPhone 6 to the latest models
(iOS.12.1.1). Both postpaid and prepaid clients can benefit
from this service,” he explained.

The eSIM is very useful when travelling. “It’s available
for old and new clients of Ooredoo, and it will only charge
for the calls or services as part of the monthly package of
the mobile phone. During roaming, the client can use all the
features through connecting by Bluetooth, apart from mak-
ing and receiving calls without any additional charges. A
manual of the watch will be provided for our clients for
easy operation and connecting,” added Tripathi.

The new Apple Watch series 4 will be available in the
market from Friday. “This service will be free for Ooredoo
customers for the first six months, and after June 6, 2019,
they will pay KD 3 monthly, while it will be deducted from
the balance of prepaid customers,” he said. “If the cus-
tomer wants to cancel the service, he can do it easily
through the app on his mobile without any conditions. In
case of theft or losing the watch, the client can disconnect
the connection of his watch with his mobile and the eSIM
will be automatically canceled,” Tripathi said.  

The eSIM can operate up to five Apple Watches at once

for postpaid clients, while prepaid customers can only use
their eSIM for one Apple Watch. This watch can be used
without the mobile phone, so it’s suitable for swimming or
training at the gym. It is designed with an LTPO OLED
screen and Force Touch. Its battery can last up to 18 hours
and is available in different colors. 

Emirates, Etihad, 
flydubai and Air 
Arabia in epic flypast 
for UAE national day 
KUWAIT: Emirates, Etihad, flydubai, Air Arabia and
Al-Fursan took to the skies in unison to celebrate the
UAE’s 47th National Day, as well as commemorate
the legacy and values of HH Sheikh Zayed, the late
founding father of the UAE. 

The formation f l ight aims to showcase the
country’s aviation success story to the nation
and world. 

The spectacular flypast - a world-first and a UAE
civil aviation milestone -  involved over 11 aircraft: a
flydubai Boeing 737 MAX 8 (Zayed 1), an Air Arabia
Airbus A320 (Zayed 2), an Etihad Airways Airbus
A380 (Zayed 3) and an Emirates Airline Airbus
A380 (Zayed 4), as well as seven Al Fursan aerobat-
ic display jets from the UAE Air Force. All of the
commercial aircraft within the formation were
emblazoned with ‘Year of Zayed’ decals. This is also
the first time this unique combination of aircraft
types fly in formation. 

The aircraft were proudly commanded by Captain
Adrian Smith from flydubai, Nadhem Al-Hamad from
Air Arabia, Captain Richard Dyson from Etihad
Airways and Captain Abbas Shaban from Emirates
Airline. The Al Fursan team was led by Lieutenant
Colonel Nasser Al-Obaidli. 

Formation and flight path
The carefully choreographed ‘stair step’ aerial

formation began at 12:00 pm, when the aircraft
took-off from Dubai World Central Al-Maktoum
International Airport. Once all of the aircraft estab-
lished their holding positions with altitudes ranging
from 2,000 feet to 5,000 feet with a 1,000 foot ver-
tical separation, the formation commenced. Over the
skies of Ras Al-Khaimah, each aircraft adjusted its
speed and turned to achieve a trail formation. The
aircraft then descended into their positions and ver-
tical separation was reduced to 300 feet. 

Flying first in the ‘Year of Zayed’ formation was fly-
dubai, cruising at an altitude of 1,000 feet and an air-
speed of 210 knots, closely followed by Air Arabia, in
line astern and stepped up at an altitude of 1,300 feet.
Next came the Etihad Airbus A380 double-decker,
trailing the first two aircraft and flying at 1,600 feet,

stepped up by the Emirates Airbus A380 flying at the
highest altitude at 1,900 feet to make room for the
seven Al Fursan jets set in an arrow formation ready to
release their signature smoke trails in the colours of
the UAE flag. 

Together, the stunning UAE carrier formation flew
with impressive precision across the coastline of the
UAE, starting at Ras Al-Khaimah, continuing on to
Um Al-Quwain and Ajman, and then passing land-
marks including the Sharjah Corniche, Dubai’s Palm
and World Islands with the Burj Khalifa skyline in the
background, and finally crossing the Abu Dhabi
Corniche and the Sheikh Zayed Mosque, where all
aircraft then split and continued on to their respec-
tive airports for landing. 

Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al-Maktoum, Chairman
and Chief Executive, Emirates Airline & Group, and
Chairman of flydubai said: “Sheikh Zayed was a true
pioneer and one of the most inspirational leaders of
our time. It is fitting that on UAE National Day, such a
spectacular aerial display be done to honour his lega-
cy. This ground-breaking initiative showcases how
unity and a shared vision can achieve outstanding
results.  I am immensely proud of all of the teams
across every airline, the UAE General Civil Aviation
Authority, and all the organizations who came togeth-
er to plan and execute today’s unprecedented flight
formation which will go down as an extraordinary
moment for UAE civil aviation.” 

Mohamed Mubarak Fadhel  Al-Mazrouei ,
Chairman of Etihad Aviation Group, said:: “Today’s

historic formation flight by the UAE’s airlines
demonstrates the collective strength and immense
capabilities of our country’s aviation sector. The
strong foundations of the UAE’s aviation sector,
established less than 50 years ago, enabled the
breath-taking feat to take place and we look for-
ward to more occasions like this in years to come.
The four carriers annually connect more than 100
million air travellers using a combined fleet of
more than 450 aircraft, via our UAE home, to 500
destinations in all corners of the globe. The UAE is
the world’s leading hub, facilitating the flow of
international trade and commerce between east
and west. Etihad Aviation Group is proud to be a
member of the great family of UAE carriers and to
contribute to the UAE’s economy as well as those
around the world.”

Formation over Sheikh Zayed Mosque

Formation of UAE carriers

World outlook darkens 
as factory activity 
slips, orders fall
LONDON/TOKYO: Global economic prospects
appear gloomy as year-end approaches after factory
activity and export orders weakened in November,
prompting analysts to predict no quick rebound amid
persistent global trade tensions.

In a sign that corporate sentiment is taking a hit from
the worries over protectionism, manufacturing activity
slipped in November in countries as varied as France,
Germany, Indonesia and South Korea, IHS Markit
Purchasing Managers’ Indexes showed yesterday.
British factories bucked the trend but the approach of
Brexit was felt as companies stocked up on parts to
counter any border delays, while exports suffered a
rare back-to-back fall. —Reuters


